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Westminster, California 
Dear Mrs. 



^S^MAf ION C 




Your letter dated September 14, I960, with 
its enclosure, has been received and the interest which 
prompted your communication is indeed appreciated* 

In response to your inquiries, I must advise 
that the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI 
do not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publication or organization. The FBI is strictly an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, doe$ not issue clearances or nonclearances, 
i- * 

I am sure you will understand the necessity 
for this policy and will not infer that we do or do 
not have in our files the information you desire. 



SEP 2 1960 

. CO MM.- FBI 




Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



NOTE ON YELLOW: J J 



Corre^plndept^iELo expresses a desire to 
combat the communist threat recmests information con- 
cerning the Patrick Ifenaw^d&^we* and the John Birch 
Society. CorKespgSW^it Inclosed^a leaflet distributed 
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Mrs. 

! ' 

NOTE ON YELLOW. CONTINUED 

[The John Birch_ ^Qjsl^JL3L^nd its founder, 
Robert Welch, "nave noi^been the subjects of an investi- 
gation by[the Bureau, WejLch^and his organization have 
been veryl critical of President Eisenhower and his 
administration, . (62-104401) 

I The Patrick Henry League has not been the 
subject of an investigation by the Bureau. Bureau files 
reveal that this organization has as its stated purpose 
an active | war against communist ideas and goals. 

r 

I Bureau files contain no identifiable data 
concerning the correspondent. 
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Mr-. Jo Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
v Washington, D. C. r 

Dear Sir : ' / . 

I am giving out leaflets from The Patrick 
Henry League. I will enclose one. People 
say they are put out by the communists. 
I checked [with the president and he said 
he was a Catholic and I know from what they 
say in these pamphlets that it isn't Communist 
as I have read many HUAC reports and 
your book "Masters of Deceit" and material 
Congressman Walters sent me. You get so you 
recognize names and what they stand for. 
I would also like to check the John Birch society. 
They put out some pretty strong stuff in The 
American Opinion magazine. I have heard of Alfred 
Kohlberg and Clarence Manion as great fighters against 
communism land of course know Mr. Adolphe Menjou t c 
as a fine ;gentleman. I have seen him on TV out here. 
I don't want to support anything that isn't for America 
and I don f [t know how I can check these organizations. 

' ■ . ■ . ..b6 

; , Vfmrvc; tr-nlv. ( b 7 C 



Westminster, Calif. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HilRKIB IS UN'CLAS$ir~~ 
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Compromise with, injustice is the lowest form 
of tyranny! * • 




J - Our Mental Health program is principally fi- ■ 
rianced . from the three-billion dollar budget of the 1 
v 'Department of Health, Education, and /Welfare 
' < (DHEW). 'What' are the purposes of the Mental 
Health program and its champions? "By their 
works you shall know them." The aims are to 
/ turn America Freudian and to gain extraordinary 
control over the American people . via moral 1 
, disarmament. 

Our own tax money is used by DHEW to tell 
us that religious - inhibitions must be shed when 
they disturb the personality, that those who' see a 
threat from internal subversion are often "para- 
noid," that children subconsciously hate their, 
parents', that most feelings of guilt/must be, driven 
off as the result of unworthy external conditioning, 
etc.,. etc, The entire Freudian ethic constitutes a 
' religion, or an anti-religion, and it might be proper- 
/ ly suggested that the present DHEW Mental Health 
, " adventure is in violation of separation of Church 
and State. , 1 
\ ' Certainly, everyone regards mental soundness 
t as a blessing. But, it does not follo ( w that every- > 
one must regard Freud as a hero or must consider 
justified the granting of absolute power to the' 
Freudians. . . - 

ITS METHODS / 

•\ ' "Ring the bell for/Mental Health;" The drive , > 
\ is on to have us all hoist our ids high on the flaig- 
staff of One Worldism for the champions of bureau^ 
cratic, internationalist^ centralism to, cure us of * 
religion jaridxpatriotism; Benevolent .reticence on / ^ 
our part presents a challenge, to the Mental Health 
people. So, they turn to school - 



- Children are less likely to take ©*ceptiori'to } 
. ' the importunities of the Freudians and are more ' 
■ ipt- f to "accept without challenge their doctrine of " 
': moral ■ weakness. Questionnaires and pamphlets 
pour into our schools,* "therefore. : The^question- 
naires have, their inquiries phrased in such a way ' 
as to suggest certain attitudes and conclusions 1 
to the students. The pamphlets are elementary 
courses in Freudian' psychology. 
;, ' When we attack the school questionnaires, we 
■ are- NOT fighting valid I.Q. or Aptitude Tests, 
Rather we are opposing so-called Psychological 
T ' Testing ir the^schooisrThese psychological* re- ~ 
search surveys, with their probing inquiries, are 
' very similar to those used on children by the Reds 
in North Korea and China. It is time to inform . 
every student that he should not answer any ques- 
tionnaires including references to religion, home 
life, sex attitudes, political exposure, and the 
; like. It is time to inform every parent that unauth- 
orized psychological tests are illegal. Experiment- 
. al probes into the minds and souls of our children 
, are dangerous; especially so when we consider 
the moral policies of those who formulate the ques- 
tions and accumulate the information. When young 
•people fill out these tests, they expose themselves 
to Freudian inferences and they supply all the in- 
- formation necessary to an enemy planning to brain-. 
'was}|a. generation. r ' 
v An example of the Mental Health pamphlets 
designed to "help" our young people is "How to 
Live With Parents" by Gladys. Gardner Jenkins 
and Joy Neuman.Tt is one of many published and' 
distributed by Science Research Associates, 
1 Chicago. This pamphlet tells students 4 that they 
must not feel guilty over the urge to rebel against 
parental authority: "Revolt against parental' ties 
and authority . is a very natural thing for young 
"people/ and a healthy sign that they are begin-, . 
. ningto mature." 

After reading all the solutions given to young - 
/rebels - "understand the problem," "talk things 
iver/' "adjust to the situation" - we can only 
wonder, what happened to the best solution of all, 
^"Honor'thy father and.thy mother," 
/ "How to Tell Your Children About Sex" by 
James L Hymes of the California Society for Men- 
tal Hygiene, has been distributed to parents at 
P.Ti A. meetings. This gem of Mental Health ad- 



a yises ; that -pre-school (ages 2 to 5) children be 
given complete descriptions of the pfocreative 
* act. And it concludes, "You may worry , that, once 
children know, they will want* to. play out inter- 
course. Some experimentation may go on ... some 
trying out is a very human characteristic." God's 
Commandments have some answers- to this, too, 
but .we hesitate to quote least they take us all 
away for shock treatments. 

The "great subversion of American morals is 
being intensified. Children are the victims, we are 
the financiers, and Mental Health is the front 
organization." ' t~ ■ r " ^ 

ITS HISTORY 

Hon. Usher L. Burdick of North Dakota spoke 
in the House of Representatives on June 13, 1957. 
He quoted a speech of the late head of the Russian 
Secret Police, Lavrenti P, Beria. Speaking at 
Lenin University to a class of "American," Com- 
munist psychiatrists, Beria advised:' "You must 
labor until we . have dominion over the minds and 
bodies of every important person in your nation. 
You must achieve such disrepute for the state of 
insanity and such authority over its pronouncement 
that not one statesman so labeled could again be 
given credence by his people. You must work until 
suicide arising from mental imbalance is common 
and calls forth no general investigation or remark." 

Thus, Mental Health did its part when Povl 
Bang-Jensen was found dead on November 26, 1959, 
in a Longlsland park. Two New York psychiatrists 
volunteered the information the next day that Bang- 
Jensen was depressed and showed suicidal tend- 
encies. In 1957, Bang-Jensen had written in a 
memorandum, "...(the Reds) might have decided 
that it is necessary to risk having me disappear 
\ out the window, or similarly, in 'a fit of depress- 
ion' '...under no circumstances would I ever com- 
mit^ suicide." Notwithstanding the assurances of 
Povl Bang- Jensen, the psychiatrists succeeded in, 
having their theory popularly accepted. 
\ A more obvious example of the. workings of 
the enemy. through Mental Health, is found in the' 
story of J Robert A. Winston, Captain, U.S.N.R., 
who 'wrote a book, The Pentagon Case, under the 
pen-name of "Colonel Victor J. Fox." While em- 
ployed' as a Special Assistant on the staff of form- 



f 



er Under Secretary of the Navy Thomas^A. r Gates, % 
Winston c ! ame upon clear evidence of collusion ( 
with known.Communists by senior U.S. officers on 
active duty. He submitted^ report on his findings; 
Winston was fired and contradicted, but" not untiW 
an Assistant to Mr. Gates had tried to hide himunr 
der a Mental Health blanket. 

The Assistant Secretary called- Winston into J 
his office and told him solicitously:. "You've been 
under a great strain lately, and we. want to help, 1 
jou. The Navy's Surgeon General, Admiral Hagan, 
is waiting outside in my car. He'll personally go 
with youTo B'ethesda'Naval "Hospital where you--:* 
will receive the finest medical treatment they can 
provide." The offer was turned down, of course. - 
The Surgeon General had never even seen Capt. 
Winston. Yet, he called on the Captain's brother 
and diagnosed the psychiatric condition. It was 
an attempt to have Robert Winston's brother sign ' 
commitment papers; the attempt failed. This whole ... 
affair was aired before the Senate Internal Security, - 
Subcommittee. (The Subcommittee counsel had 
cautioned Winston: "Don't go near Bethesda Naval 
Hospital under any circumstances. If you do, they 
will 'railroad' you.") . v 

During the TV hearings in which the late Sen. 
McCarthy opposed the Pentagon and Sherman (Gold- 
fine) Adams, the fighting Senator tried to visit Geri. 
Lawton of Fort Monmouth who 1 was a patient at 
'Bethesda. He was told that the General was under ■ 
a mental strain and could, not be seen. Sen. McCarthy 
himself later died at the Naval Hospital, It. was an N 
untimely death, as was that of Sec't, of Defense 
James Forrestal, in the same institution, 

The history written by the Mental Health crowd 
has been one of subversion of truth, disregard for 
human rights, and repeated association with Com- 
munist causes, 

OUR CONCLUSIONS > 

• We do not say that .government has no right 
to be concerned with the mental welfare of its ; * 
people. We do say that the U.S. government hasv;>' f 
no -right to allow DHEW to- apply ^tax money for 
fostering of a philosophy that represents nothing: . 
in our traditional way Y \ /i 

We do not say that parents should tun our, 
schools. -We do, say that schools should TEACH.,: 



and s avoid- the temptation, to .psychoanalyze, stur 
t /dents' individually or collectively* . ; 
\ . - J We do not say that all psychiatrists are^B* ;,; 
( ; versives. We do say that those doctors dedicated j 
^to^tfiring:^ 

the Left-wing policies and. ulterior motives so ob- 
) ; viously pursued by many of their state and national 
organizations. . ■ : /' \ 

■ We* do not say that Povl Baiig*Jensen commit- 
ted suicide. We do say that he was murdered, 
v We do not say that present Sec't. of Defense 
.. Gates is a Red agent, We do say that various past , 
-actions on his part require lucid, honest explana- 
tions if he wishes to command the public's respect > 
and trust once again. 

' We do not say that Bethesda Naval -Hospital 
is crawling with subversives/ We do say that it is 
a sensative \Spot and. a fine-tooth" investigative , 
comK would be a wholesome thing, (Only lice fear 
a fine*tooth comb), , : 

We do not say the present Mental Health pro- \ 
gram has a few defects, We do say .the whole, 
program is riddled with .dangerous faults serving 
i the purposes of world communism, 

OUR PROGRAM 

Yv ^Mental: Health fund-drives have great popu- 
lar support, 'Repeat the ;truth about .what ,it is. 
/Disenchant the public. 

; Attend P*T,A. meetings and suggest that a 
copy of all non-curricular tests given students be 
t made available .for the parents to review. If the 
.motion is not carried, organize a group of parents, 
enlighten them, and make the; proposal a fighting 
goal, (25f a copy: "Christian Guidance vs. Secu- 
larism/' a critical 1 analysis of psychological 
, methods currently used in schools, Addressed to 
Catholics, but of universal interest and value, 
Order from The Wanderer, 128 E* Tenth St., St. 
a Paul 1, Minn.) 
'? Hon, Edgar Hiestand, California Republican, 
has introduced a bill which calls for Congression- 
j al investigation of Mental Health programs, Write 
l ' to him at the House 1 . Office Building, Washington, 
'D.C.v in support of this bill, H, Con. Res. 145. 

Read and pass along these books; brainwash- 
ing by Edward Hunter and The Freudian Mthiqhy, 
, Richard LaPiere. , " ' \ 



FOOTNOTES 

• 4 ' ; , ■ V ., " *> ■ ■ s > 

■,' 1 ' ' v \ ' "' i' ' * ' ''■ 

t \ Deputy Commissioner of Mental Hygiene' in 

who' wejs 

identified as a Communist Party raemb^iif'rjuhe^ 
. 1956 report of the Senate Subcommittee on Internal ] 
Security* , 

, h Last year, a New York ( teen-aged drug addict 
died of hepatitis and the M.D.'s theorized that the 1 
condition was introduced into the body by a hypo* 1 
dermic needle. Sen, McCarthy died of, hepatitis - 
and he had received many injections at Bethesda, 
This is admittedly far-fetched, but no more so than, 

-the Liberal's conclusion that, since hepatitis may . 
be caused by alcoholism, the Senator drank himself 
to death. , , ; , ; 

We might turn waggish with Liberal defenders 
of Mental Health programs and tell them they see 

, mentally disturbed childreh under every bed and" ■ 
imagine that our government has card-carrying 
schizophrenics in high places. "We like the Mental . 
Health people but we can't approve of their meth- 
ods," No, that will not do for a motto; we don't , 
even like the Mental Health people, . ■ , ^ 

Anyone interested in knowing more about the 
newly formed Textbook Evaluation Committee 
should write Operation Textbook, America's Future, 
542 Main St., New Rochelle, N.Y. This major pro- ; 
ject is' 'designed to rid high school textbooks of ' 
misleading propaganda and to offer objective, pro- ; 
fessional, t , documented evaluations of / specific \ 
books to teachers, parents and the general public, 



Copies of this leaflet are available at 30 for a A 
dollar or 200 for five dollars, all postpaid. A vo- 
riety of monthly leaflets and an invitation to "join % 
us wilj be sent free on request,' Permission, is 
hereby granted to quote all or part of our material - 
provided credit (League name ond Address) isgiven; \ 

' E,J. Canavan P.K, McCauley ■'B.T^Lardner^; 
i Pres. , VicpP.res. ' Sec'L-Treas^ 

. THE PATRICK KENRY LEAGUE'" ' 

• ■"• ' Box 383, Main P ( ost. Office,^ , \ 
; ' ' ' Yonke'rs, N.Y. : < " . '" 

■ . . r J . /A.M. '.; 

,ij:: : ;::.,:4^j.a^^m : l..-ii 




September 29, i960 
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Dear Mrs* [ 



] 



ALL IwORMaViON CONTAINED \ 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



Your letter of September 23, 1980, has been 
received, and I appreciate your interest in writing. 

While I would like to be of assistance, the FBI 
is strictly art investigative agency of the Federal Government 
and as such cioes not furnish evaluations or comments concerning 
the character or integrity of any individual, publication or 
organization. Our files are maintained as confidential in accordance 
with a regulation of the Department of Justice. I hope you will 
not infer either that we do or do not have information in our files 
relative to the organization you mentioned. 



mrnmm 
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W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 

Ingram 

' Gandy 





Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 




NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The John Birch Society 
was organized by Robert Welch in December, 1958, at Indianapolis, 
Indiana. It is allegedly an anticommunist organizaUon^tobra^Lches over 
various parts of the country. SAC letter 60-5 this organization to the 
attention of the field and instructs them that any information on their 



activities should be furnished to the Bureau. 



fcBI 



..MAIL ROOM 1 I 'TELETYPE UNIT I 1 






Temple, Texas 
September 23, 1960 
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Mr. J. j Edgar Hoover 

Federal' Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D,C» 

Dear Mr. Hoover, ' 

An organization has recently^ome to my attention 
which dalls itself "The ■ J phnHBlrch Society 11 

I would like to know if you are familiar with this 
organization, and if so, for how long have you known 
it. I -am particularly interested in finding, out if 
the aims and activities of this organization are 
compatible with the welfare of the United States. 




Thank you for any infifirmation you can give 



me # 



Yours truly, 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED '■ 

herein is unclassified!. 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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LubbocEprexas 
Dear Mrs. 
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j I have received your letter post- 
marked September 20, I960, concerning my 
report, ^Communist Target— Youth. 1 

! The thought prompting you to 
write is appreciated, and I want to thank you 
for your generous comments regarding the FBI. 
Enclosed is some material on communism which 
may be of interest to you. 

Sincerely yours, 




Enclosures (3) 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

17th CP USA Convention and 3/60 LEB Introduction 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no references identifiable with Mr^f 
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/ o ® The JoJmjBirch Society was organized by 
RobertfAfreJxh in December, 1958 at Indianapolis, Indiana. It is 



anticommunist organization with branches over 
(Note continued next page) 
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Note Continued 

various parts of the country, Welch has been quite critical of 
President Eisenhower and his Administration. SAC letter 
60-5 calls this organization to the attention of the field and 
instructs them that any information on their activities should 
be furnished to the Bureau. 

Members of the Society were instructed in their 
monthly publication to write the Director these letters of 
congratulations . 
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Lubbock, Texas 
Sept 10, 1960 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, FBI i _ : 

Washington D. C I 

Dear Mr. Hoover: * 

I jam writing this letter in appreciation for your excellent 
work for the United States as Director- of the F. B. I. Your constant 
alertne ss has kept our country awake. I am writing to Mr. | 

| to get a copy of the pamphlet Communist Target- Youth. Without 
your knowledge and ability this would not have been so good. I am very 
anxious to read it and pass ikon to several of my family and friends, 
f ' • - 

I [am sure by now that you have received many other 
letters of this kind and hope that you will receive many more. For I 
am a member of the John Birch Society and am glad to let you know 
that I am -as just an ordinary citizen as I am, you may realize that 
this is something that we can do to heip save our America. 

We are so thankful that we have someone like you to 
gather such excellent information. I do not expect an answer to this 
letter. I had rather know that your time would be spent gathering 
more information. 

t \ ■ v ■ • ;.:"'f- , V\-.* " ■ ■ ■' . 

Thanks for being a true American. 



hi 

h' 



ALL INFORMATION -CONTAINED : 
Y£RZlli IS UNCLASSIFIED j. -V 



I am- 

Sincerely, 




/s/ Mrs] 




be 
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I Mr. Belmont.... 

? Mr. MeGuirsZI 

Mr. HosciU- 

: Mr. Tamni.._ 

Mr. Trott=r 

Mr. W.C.StiUi^an 

Tele. Room * 

Mr. Ingram 

Miss Gandy_ , 



>^ ^ HERE™ IS UNCIASSXflES 




ALL .INFORM ATI OH- XONTAINED ■ 

I ED ' 
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September 30, 1960 




ffillahd, Texas 

^'K^jiTijcj-, Lies- 



Dear Mrs, 



ALL INFORMATION 
HEREIN IS UKCLA-S 



Your letter of September 22, 1960, 
has been received. 



CONTAINED 
:SI£IED 



You may be interested in contacting 
the Subversive Organizations Section, Internal 
Security Division, United States Department of 
Justice, Washington 25, D. C. , to obtain a list of 
those organizations which have been cited by the 
Attorney General of the United States. It may be 
possible for you to locate a copy of "Guide to 
Subversive Organizations and Publications" in your 
local library. 



b6 
hlC 



Enclosed is an item which was not 
available at the time of my letter of August 23, 1960. 





Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosure 



One Nation 1 s Response to Communism, 9-60 
NOTE: Bufiles indicate that Mrs, 




Jurnishe^ some 



^Moranation regarding the John Birch Society to the Ei Paso 

Offi**' 



bi^on 8-18-60. Bufiles also indicate that we corresponded 
with her by letter dated 8-23-60 and forwarded her some com- 
munist literature and advised her we could not evaluate the 
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NOTE CONTINUED: 



WfiSi John Birch Society* The John Birch Society is headed 
by Robert Welch of Belmont, Massac hufsetts, gtiihthe group 
is anticommunist, and the field has been requested by SAC 
letter to furnish any information obtained regarding the 
organization 



Midland, Texas 
September 22, 1960 



Mr. j;. Edgar Hoover, Director 
U. S.= Department of Justice - 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Thank you for your materials on communism in 
this^ country* in answer to my inquiries about 
subversion and subversive organizations, you 
referred me to "Guide to Subversive Organizations 
and Publications" which could be ordered from 
the Superintendent of Documents. My check has 
been returned with a statement indicating that 
this pamphlet is permanently out of stock. 

Is there any way a citizen can be informed of 
subversive organizations and individuals? It 
is impossible to fight an enemy which can't 
be identified. 

I will appreciate any information obtainable on 
these subjects. 



b6 
b7C 



allTkfoISJxon chained 
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October 4, 1960 



/ 



The Welch Jjfc^ Inc. 
Westfield, New York 



Dear Mr 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED \ *H 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED % ^ \ 



mailed iq 
OCT - 41960 

CfflMMrfgl 



I have received your letter of September 27, 
1960, and appreciate the interest which prompted your 
communication. 

Although I would like to be of service to ~? 
you, the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the Federal _ 
Government and does not furnish evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, publi- 
cation or organization; therefore, I am unable to answer your 
specific inquiries. 

I can advise you, however, that this Bureau 
has conducted no investigation regarding the individual you 
mentioned, but this should not be construed as a clearance 
or nq nclearance of his activities by the FBI. 



-V 

m 

o 
j 



CD 



NOTE: 




Sincerely yours, 

Jk Bdgag Hoover 

Bufiles show limited cordial correspondencdfc<with 
Robert Welcl^ operator of Welch Grape JStice C 
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Inc. , founded the jjahn BircJiJSiKdet)Lin Indianapolis, Indiart^f in 
December, 1958. It is allegedly an anticommunist organisation with 
ious parts of the country. WelcB;ha^6een quite^ 



branches over various parts of the country. WelcB;ha^>T3een quite. 

critical of Presi^jiti^isfeifidiferSInd his administration. SAC letter 

u * ri y 
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fa. 8 I (Note Continued ne3ct t page) 




Note continued: 



60-5 calls this organization to the attention of the field and instructs 
them that any information on their activities should be furnished to 
the Bureau. Bufiles indicate we have had very cordial relations with 
Dr. George S. Benson, President of Harding College, Searcy, Ark. , 
who has been an outspoken admirer of the Bureau. We have not investi 
gated the National Education Program with which he is connected. 
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! Mr. Parsons/^L 

Mr;, 
MrJ 
Mr. 

'Mr| Trotter 
Mr. WX. Sullivan < 

Tele: Room..„ 

Mr; IngramJ^il 
Miss Gandy_„ 



-Mrv j . T -Edgar Hoover-, Director ;, : . ;- ^ 
Federal Bur t eau of Investigation •. • "_~ ' '-* : . 

Washington, V: D.. c. - ' ' V : : * : „ " .•• — ' . : ; 

Dear Mr . Hoover : ■ _ \ " . 

• . WeJ are using materials, in an 'information program about, 
communism supplied to lis by th^?Na^^ of 

• Searcy. Arkansas, of which Dr. George S. Benson is president 

At the earliest possible: time, will you please give" us 
your personal-appraisal of tHe National Education Program and of 
Dr. : Benson? . We twould also appreciate having -your opinion of the 

• film-strip produced by the National Education program entitled, 
"Communism .on the Map/ 1 ,. t .• •" «/. ; ' ' " .*. ' . ^ , " ; * " 

" : vT V' **■.--""' Sincerely, . ; - . * - ; 



HAK:pl ; 




be 

■ b7C 



MXr ■ IMPOHMATI ON 'COfJ'TA-I'NED h 

ATE >> N ' " " 
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October s, I960 



Dear Mr. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED X 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSmED^ 

DATE . _ B^^i^pS^ 



Thank you very much for your letter 
of September 24, I960, regarding my report entitled 
"C ommunist Target— Youth. 11 

It was indeed thoughtful of you to 
write me about the pamphlet, and your expression 
of confidence in the FBI is moat reassuring. I am 
enclosing some material on communism which may 
be of interest to you. 



OCT 31960 

COMM'FBI 



Sincerely yours, 



he 

'hlC 



fTj 



1 1 ^> 

m 
o 



»lson . 



irsons _ 
lmont _ 
llahan . 
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Guire _ 



mm 
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2. Sullivan 
le. Room^_ 
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Enclosures (3) 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

17th CP USA Convention and 3/60 LEB Introduction 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

NOTE: No record could be ascertained i for 
Mr. Howard. ~ 

WH* 1^4$ ail 
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(Note continued next page) 
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(Note continued) 

The ^John Birch Socie ty was organized by 
Robert Welch in December, 19M°attodianapolis, Indiana. 
It is allegedly an anticommunist organization with branches 
over various parts of the country. x Welch has been quite 
critical of President Eisenhower and his Administration. 
SAC letter 60-5 calls this organization to the attention of 
the field and instructs them that any information on their 
activities should be furnished to the Bureau. 



Members of the Society were instructed in 
their monthly publication to write the Director these letters 
of congratulations. 



/ - Medford, Oregon 

* / September 24, 1960 



J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Gratitude, is less tiian adequate to describe 
the feeling we must harbor toward you, and your organization 
for your past, and recently, in particular for your report to 
the House: Un-American Activities Committee concerning the 
communist attempts to capture our American youth! 

A reply from you is not expected, I know, however, 
we are thankful for your help. This help is priceless because 
of its marvelous reflection of the truth, which in this case is a 
terrible load to act upon, but frightfully less of a burden than 
the impending slavery, 

I speak as a creature of God, who will be held 
accountable for his actions; As an American Citizen with further 
responsibilities, and as a member of the John Birch Society which 
may prove to be a powerful' means of fulfilling the latter. 

Thank you Sir 

M I . 




] 




;Mr: '*W;n....i 

: Mr, ■Jawm..^.- 



■'blC 



~~|-Mr. Ingram . 

-I Miss Gaudy 



herein is .unclassified 
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October -3 : / 1060 




Dallas, Jftg&s. 
Bear Mr. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED k 
HEHEUi IF 
DATE. 



EREIM IS UNC 



jl*ASS 




It was certainly kind of you to write 
me on September 20, I960, regarding ray report 
entitled "Communist Target- -Youth- " 

I deeply appreciate your generous 
comments about the pamphlet, and your expression 
of confidence in the FBI la most reassuring. I am 
enclosing ca&c&mta^ 
which may be of interest to you* 



Sincerely yours, 
2»_WeaB Hoove* 



Enclosures (3) 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

17th CP USA Convention and 3/60 LEB Introduction 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 




NOTE: Bufiles contain no referen 



ifiable with 
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ETYPE UNIT 



J$^\ (Not^^t^ftlft next page) 
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(Note continued) 

The John Birch Society was organized by Robert 
Welch in December, 1958, at Indianapolis, Indiana. It is allegedly 
an anticommunist organization with branches over various parts of 
the country/ Welch has been quite critical of President Eisenhower 
and his Administration, SAC letter 60-5 calls this organization to 
the attention of the field and instructs them that any information 
on their activities should be furnished ^to the Bureau. 

/ ^ / ... 

Members of the Society were instructed in their 
monthly p^K^ 
congratulations. 
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Dallas, Texas 



Sept 26, 1960 



: ; J. Edgar Hoover, 
Director, FBI 
Washi , D C. 

Mr. Hoover-- 

' I have heard that you and your staff did a wonderful 
job in bringing out the information for the House Un-American 
Activities Committee in their recent pamphlet ,? Cdmmunist 
Target— Youth". 

I have heard a good deal about this pamphlet and 
the events that happened at San Francisco. I'm looking forward 
4 to a study of this pamphlet when it arrives from my Congressman, 
Bruce Alger. 

As a very concerned citizen and also a member of 
the John Birch Society, I wish to thank you personally for your 
constant fight against the Communist schemes that seem to be all 
around us . 

Please keep up the good work and maybe, with God 1 s 
help, more Americans will wake up before it is too late. 

^VV^o^v , . > Sincerely, 

ALL INFORMATION 1 ' CONTAINED * ' ' " 

HEREIN. IS UNCLASSIEIED ^ ■ - 

DATEJ^^ :*: / : 

/s/. I 

Mr ^ . 1 1 




Mr. Tolson 
Mr, Mohr. 
Mr. Parsons 
Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Callfw 
Mr. De 
Mr. Ma 
Mr. Mcftuire. 
Mr, Rosen 
Mr. Tamm. 

Mr. Trotter — 

Mr. W.C.Sullivan 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Ingram 

Misa Gandy 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED, 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED ' 
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S^aA * ^ r ^x- ff* 



be 

b7C 
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October 5, 1960 



HartlaridrWlSconsin 



.ho 
b7C 



Dear Mrs. 



received. 



ALL INFG%MATI0M CONTAINED \ 
KKRKTH Hi v UNCLASSIFIED ,,, 



20 

rn 



Your letter of September 28, I960, has been 



CD g 

o 



173 
O 



While I would like to be of assistance, the 
FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the Department of 
Justice, and as such does not make evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any publication, 
organization or individual. Our files are maintained as 
confidential by a regulation of the Department of Justice. I 
hope you will not infer either that our files do or do not contain 
data relative to the organization you mentioned. 




Tolson 

Mohr 

Parsons 

I Belmont 

■[ Callahan 

! De Loach 

' Malone/^ ^ , ■ 
MpP< ^\ 



Sincerely yours, 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiabi^^fe^les. The John 
Birch Society was organized b^®o%errWelch in December, 1958, 
at Indianapolis, Indiana,, It is allegedly a^anticommunist organization 
with branches over various parts of th%^)W^^ SAC letter 60-5 calls 
this organization to the attention of the^fS^\i and instructs them that 

^should be furnished to the Bureau, 





any information on their activities* 

fjci's. aoutuu 

SAW: jab, 
(4) 



MAIL ROOM 
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TELETYPE UNIT 



RUE COPY 



Sept. 28, 1960 



Dear Sirs: 

I would like your opinion and facts on the 
John Birch Society. Is it really a very good anti -communist 
organization? Also, what is known about Robert Welch, its 
leader? 

Thank you, 



/s/ 



bo 
b7C 



Hartland, Wis. 



all in^aIkA contained \ 

RKR^TH IS UNCLASSIFIED 





$iOis ,^4* ' ^o^J QindU S»<Lid 







iLLL INFORMATION CONTAINED-, 
[IE REIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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12 OCT 6 I960 




October 8, 1960 



San Diego, California 



Dear Mr. 



'-ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UMClASSlfTED_ 
PATE^yo^^ 



Your letter of September 29, 1960, 
has been received. 

While I would like to be of assistance, 
the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the ( 
Federal Government and does not furnish evaluations 
or comments concerning the character or integrity 
of any individual, publication or organization. I can / 
advise you, however, that the organization you mentioned h f>' 
has not been the subject of an investigation by this ^ 
Bureau, but this should not be construed as a clearance j£ 
or nonclearance of it by the FBI. 



he 

hlC 



MAILED 10 

OCT - 6 1960 

COMM-FBl 




Sincerely yours, 

Edgag Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no references to Mr, 




Bufiles contain numerous references to the John Birch 
So&iety and there have been similar inquiries in the past. Although 
« O IbWra organization was brought to the attention of the f ifeid by SAC letter 
i 60-5 which instructed *hem to furnish irrformatiCn concerning their 

activities to the Bureau, It has not tfecome trie subject of any Bureau 
^§Stigation« The John Birch Society was foi^^^d by Robert Welch 




Trotter 
W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Roo: 
Ingram 
Gandy 



in Indianapolis; Indiaha,r jn December, 1958.. , It is allegedly anti- 
communist with branches bver various' parts of the country. 
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(note continued next page) 



Mr. 



10-6-60 
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NOTE CONTINUED. ooe ;, 0 , Welch reportedly has stated that the 
Society may take on the appearance of a front organization in order 
to attract true subversives, Welch has been quite critical of 
President Eisenhower and his administration*, 
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aan Diego, Calif. 
29 September 1960 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

I would, appreciate any information that you mav havp' r»™ 

T/f^T^M^ 1 ^ 3 ' e , lther ^ican or un^Lerlcan 
of the John*Birch Society^ Belmont, Mass. Afflerioan » 



TTW/bmm 



Very truly vnn TO 



all information contained 
:y.:kliu is unclassified 

DATE^^\Si\_B^c5vS^ 




B OCT £ 




h 



KEC-26 




OCT -5 I960 
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October 5, 1960 
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Columbus 4, Ohio 



Dear Mr.[ 



'ILL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASS^IEE) 
DATE ^Xy^\ b 



I have received your letter of September 27, I960, 
and appreciate tine concern which prompted your communication* 

Although I would like to be of service to you, it is 
not possible for me to comment on the affirmative statement re* 
garding communist influence set forth in your letter since I am 
not aware of the full context of the speaker's remarks. Certainly, 
it is true that the world-wide communist movement is zealous in 
its desire to increase its influence in our affairs and seeks every 
opportunity to further its ambitions. Its lack of success in the 
United States is directly attributable to the effectiveness of our 
Internal seicurit^ pr%raffiS and determined opposition of our 
patriotic organizations an$ churches as well as the steadfast 
loyalty of Ai^ericari r ci T tizens ; in all walks of life. 



i 



rn 




Iri : view* of your interest, I am enclosing some 
material concerning the general subject of xo^rEiunism which 
you may like to read* „ ^ * 

Sincerely yours^ 
Enclosures (5) * E&saM «aa 

— One Nation* s Response To C|ia&^l^^^ 
r^X^j ^CommuniSJiIllnsiongand fDemocfeati^^^eality 
3-60 LEB IntrWctiorf'^^^^ 



rjj 




■3C 
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o 
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Expose of Soyie^ J^ppionage 



f.C. Sullivan 
'ele. Room _ 

lgram 

andy 



ZZ AFHrcfrF 5 



MAIL ROOM 



TELETYPE UNIT ! I 



SEE BUREAU N< 



NOTE: FUifi les contain no derogatory information identifiable with 

| "American Opinion" is published at irregular intervals 
by Robert; Welch, founder of the John Birch Society. This 
organization is allegedly an anti- communist organization with 
branches in various parts of the country. SAC Letter 60-5 calls 
this organization to the attention of the field and requests that any 
informatidn concerning its activities be forwarded to the Bur eau. 
It is not believed appropriate to give direct answer to | | inquiry, 
and general statements in this letter are adequate. 




September 27, I960, 




63 POWHATAN AVE. COLUMBUS. OHIO BR. 4-7317 



t./ .- ■ 



d 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington D. C 0 



Dear Mr* Hoover: 



ALL InM^TIOM CONTAINED \ 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSBHED "X 



Today, I had the privilege of viewing a 
film showing the riots of Last May at 
the HCUA hearings in San Francisco, 

The jnan who presented the films made 
a statement that seemed to shock many 
of the people at this gathering. 



He stated. jthat the communis" 
in the Uni ( ted States now ai 
from' UO to 60 per cent. Kc 
this! information from a 
Opinion 11 edited by Robei^ 



influence 
:>unts to 
glebed 
3W" American 




My purpose in writing to you is simply to 
ask If you are in a position to verify the 
above figure. 



Yours very sincerely, 



Hillf Realty Co., 
63 Powhatan Ave.-, 
Columbus, Ohio 




5^ 




October 6, 1960 



ft. 



us 



Dear Mrs. 



b7C 



^■ALL iMMaT^ON CONTAINED \ 
HEREIN IS UKCLASSmED ^ 



; Your letter of September 26, 1960, concerning 
my report entitled "Communist Target— Youth/' has been 
received. 

I It was good of you to comment as you did 
concerning the pamphlet, and it was kind of you to inform 
me of the efforts of the citizens in your area in combating the 
atheistic evil of communism. In view of your interest, I am 
enclosing some material which may be of assistance to you. 
Your offer to be of service is most reassuring. 



MAILED 10 

OCT - 6 1960 



Sincerely yours, 




Enclosures (3) 

Introduction - March 1960 - LEB and 17th National Convention CP, USA 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality ~ 
Expose of Soviet Espionage w^<F 



She indicates she 
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Belmont _ 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no references to Mrs, 
^ ^ m^n^epo^fehe John Birch Society. 

The John Birch Society was founded by Robert Welch, 
in Inc%^$olis, Indiaigty. in De.cemb<er^||1958. It is allegedly an 
^^Q&iHffli5nis^e>rganization with brstndhes over various parts of the 
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Rosen — 
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W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room — 

Ingram 
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|?3>®^ elch / has been quite, critical of President Eisenhower and his 

WA i , xp^ti'-DmCiZ* (Note continues next page) 
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Letter to Mrs, 



b6 

10-6-60 b?c 



NOTE (Continued): administration. SAC letter 60-5 brought this 
organization to the attention of the field and instructed them to 
furnish any information concerning the Society's activities to the 
Bureau. 

Members were instructed in their monthly 
publication to write these letters of congratulations to the Director. 
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^ V September Zb, 19bO 



J* Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
F.S.I. Headquarters 



Washington, D.C. , ^ c 

Sir: : v';:,// / - . 7 * 

I wish to thank you for your dedication to our country and 
its citizens. 

I have recently obtained copies of your report, "Communist 
Target-youth", 1 and I consider it a superb report. I have seen the 
-film- "Op erat ion .Aboli tio n" and your irep^rV sx^pl^ments the sho ek- 
ing evidence clearly visible in the film. ~ ^ • ------ — » 

Our P.T.A. is going to show the film in January and I hope to 
have enough copies of your report by then to circulate to all of 
its members. Despite the continuous efforts being made to discre- 
dit you and the F.B.I. I am confident most people will be more 
deeply aroused; by the action in the film after reading your report 
on it. 

<$ 

As a member of the John Birch Society I am at your service. 
If you have any advice or task for us please feel free to contact 
us. ; 

With deep respect, 




OPUONAL FORW NO. 10 



-UNITED STATES GO 





TO 



DIRECTOR, FBI ( 62-104401 ) 




date: 10/6/60 
AIL INFORMATION CQHTAINEQ ; j£ ^ 7 /- c<? 
KSRSN IS UJiCLM#R£D -• " 7 T l * /0 '& /4 
SAC, PITTSBURGH (l00^268fi8j;|^$^Y, 



subject: 



THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 



•ALL INFfeMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN ISJWCLASSIEIW 



Re ray let to Bureau, 2/2/60, captioned "ROBERT H« 
INFORMATION CONCERNING (INTERNAL SECURITY)." . 



£LCH* JR. , 

/ 




Wheeling, 
jSA WARNER 
at Hoge» 



On 9/9/60 

W.Va., whose Identity should be concealed, ach 

G. MAUPIN that a week or so before that a Jtov 

Davis Drug Store, Main St*, Wheeling, W # Va. , inquired about 
a room in the City-County Bldg, at Wheeling, for a meeting 
of the John Birch Society, and extended an invitation to him 
to attend; .that he named a group of people who were supposed * 
to be nationally known who were members of the SocieJyk> //>4J^^ 
the jaUJL. one of which he could recall was ADOI^ fe*^^ that~^ 
I said it was ah anti-Communist organisation tS^acquaint 
American people with the perj^f facing them; that he 
he had also invited Judgg^^JKEE^ of the 7 Ohio , County 
Intermediate Court to attencf as well as a ebupl e'of Wheeling 
City Councilrten; and that he referred Mr. | J ioj f Judge MC KEE 

n was to be held 



Mr. 

the 
said 



for use of his court room for the meeting whici 
some time the following week. 



On 9/l5/6Q7Mr # 
Intermediate Court 



7C 
7D 



advised that the meeting was held in the 
Room on 9/3jt/6 Q, but he did not attend. 

Wheeling, 




On 9/15/60 Mrs. 

W.Va^, who is a promijaerflt clubwoman m tne city^andr-who^has 
"Tpr^iously contacted this office on several occasions to , 
furnish nonspecific information, advised SA MAUPIN that she 
had attended a meeting of the JOHN BIRCH Society in the 
Intermediate Court Room in the Wheeling City-County Bldg, on 
9/1 V60, which was not public and attended by invitation 
to about 100 peopM of some prominence In clubs, PTAs, and 
other city groups. Shegaid the meeting was ostensibly 
anti-Comranist and Mr. I | was the Chairman and introduced 
a DOUG MlINSON of Seviersville, Q Tenne|y|ee, as the main speaker. 
1 Shr-ofriaTlsed that Mrs. JDOWTm^m^^n, Wheeling, National 
I President of the Minut§^dmeh~of 
^of the promoters of the Society. 




hne rlcaT^seemed to be 
She sjiid THOMAS SWEE 



Bureau 
2 - Pittsburgh 

(1 - 62-0-11744) 
WGM:erm 



REG- 46 





PG 100-0-26862 ; 



prominent insurance man of Wheeling and unsuccessful candidate 
for the U, So Senate, was another person present , s he 
said she j° in ed the Society as did several others and 
received some literature. She said she had Joined the 
Society in good faith&with the understanding that it was 
not un-American in any way arid t was f .actually anti-Communist, 

' MB " 

ThA Whftftl 1 net CA t.xr ' D1 rentory llsts^af 



L Whgeling^ as ] mr<^r~ffi%a- 




Davis Drug Co,, wneeT£ng # ItTis noted J Lwas formerly an ^ 
admitted follower of WILLI^DUDI^YC!^ — - — f&^< 
subject of investigative^ 

On 9/19/60 f I former NA from W ellsburg.^W^Ja. t? 

and presentT^W^cHa^e^f | | at Wheeling Steel 

Corp f s plant at Yorksville, umo, teiepnonically contacted 

the Wheeling, W,Va, RA and made an inquiry concerning 

"The John Birch ^ociety." He stated that invitations were 

sent out to residents in this area to attend a meeting of tts 

organization In the City-County Building, Wheeling, on 9/14/60/ 

He said that he was one of approximately 100 persons who attended 

this meeting. He said that many of the more prominent 

residents of this area attended the mi&eting, including Judge 1 he 

MC KEE, b?c 



said that the meeting was presided over by a young man 

whose identity; he did not learn. He said that the Communist 
Party and its functions were discussed and the purpose of 
the meeting was to form a local chapter of the society to combat 
Communism and its underground activities* He said that 
applications were furnished those in attendance. He asked 
if he should execute an application in order that he might 
follow the activities of this organization and he was told 
that this was up to him, that this Bureau could not advise 
him one way or the other. 



On 9/26/60 Mrs, 



advised that she had received 



a membership cara snowing znai she was a member of Chapter 20 s 
of tha^ Johr^ Birch Society and that the Chapter leader was 

Wellsburg,W,Va, She said she was told that she 



would be notified of SKe next meeting. She said she would 
advise this office of any further developments in connection 
with her membership in this Society, 

The above is submitted for information. No investigation is- 
being conducted by this office, 




Mr. 




Cushman, Oregon 
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Dear Mr. 



October 7, 1960 



ALL INFORMiTI^cbNTAlNED * 

IS X UNCLASSIFIED ^ 



received. 



Your telegram of October 6, 1960, has been 



Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is 
strictly an investigative agency and, as such, does not furnish 
evaluations or comments concerning the character or integrity 
of any organisation, publication or individual. I regret that I am 
unable to answer your inquiry and hope you will not infer in this 
connection either that we do or that we do ndt have related data 
in our files. ; * 



MAILED 9 

OCT - 7 1960 

COMM- FBI 




Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 




Tolson , 
Mohr , 




NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization 
with branches over the various parts of .the country <> Our fifeld offices have 
been alerted to watch its activities ittasipie&as its head, Robert Welch, 
indicated at one time that he thought a group having the appearance of a 
front organization might be effective in attracting true subversives. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OIF 8NVESTSGATB0H 
U. S, DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
COMMUNICATIONS ^ECTiOTl 

WESTERN UNION 



BIA004 40 3 A EDT OCT 6 60 CTA042 
PRBS^^/PR.EUBOSS NL PD AR 
TDEQ CUSHMAN ORG 5 

EDGAR HOOVER 
FBI WASHDC 



Mr, Parsons. 

Mr. Belmont 

Mr. Caliahan. 

'r. DeLoaeh- 
Mr. Malone — 
.Mr. McGuire. 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tamm — 



Mr. Trotter i, 

Mr. W.C.Sullivan f 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Ingram 

Miss Gandy 



A7.L TMF^ATlbN CO^AINgD \ 

HViiKm IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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he 
hie 
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PLEASE SEND EVALUATION OF ANTI COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES 'OF JOHN 



BIRCH SOCIETY BELMONT MASS. REPLY TO 



CUSHMAN OREGON 




X 1 



9Z 



4 3s- lO^of 



AT OCT 10 1S6P 





1 1 



October?, I960 
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La Gran^^ 
Dear Mrs. 



HERF-TN IS iI^CiuASS^FI^ > 



Your letter of September 30, i960, 
has been received. It was good of you to inform me 
of the efforts of some of the citizens in your area 
in combating the menace of communism. I am enclosing 
some information on this subject which may be of 
Interest to you. 

While I would like to be of service, the 
FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the Federal 
Government and does not furnish evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publication or organization* I regret I am unable to 
answer your inquiry and hope you will not infer in this 
connection that we either do or do not have related data 
in our files. 



Sincerely yours, 




wmmm 
OCT -7 1960 



Enclosures (5) 

^cytQsaunism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
17th National Convention, CP, USA 3-60 LEB Introduction 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
Qommunist Target — Youth 





SEED WVir {^J^b S e of Soviet Espionage 




(SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE) 



Mrs. 



O 1 ' 



10-6-60 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no references to Mrs. 
spelling verified by telephone directory* 



Surname 



Bufiles, contain numerous references to the John Birch 
Society and there have/be^n/similar inquiries in the past* Although 
this organization was brought to the attention of the field by SAC letter 
60-5 which instructed them to furnish information concerning their 
activities to the Bureau, it has not become the subject of any Bureau 
investigation* The John Birch Society was laiXfx&&kl by Robert Welch 
in Indianapolis Indiana, in December, 1958 0 It is allegedly anti- 
communist with branches over various parts of the country. Welch 
reportedly has stated that the Society may take on the appearance of a 
front organization in order to attract true subversives. Welch has 
been quite critical of President Eisenhower and his administration* 
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La Grange, 111. 
Sept. 30, 1960 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Fed. Bureau of Investigation b6 
Washington, D. C. hie 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I recently attended a seminar, M Education 
for American Security" held at Glenview Naval Air Base, < 
111. and was more concerned than ever with the need for 
patriotic Americans to become better informed and to act 
against growing Communism in this country. 

After seeking a way to organize and 
coordinate our efforts in order to be more effective, a group 
of us in this area were made aware of just such an 
organization already in existence. It is called The John Birch 
Society and was founded by Robert Welch in December, 1958. 

I am sure that the FBI is well informed on all such 
organizations, and I would appreciate, at your earliest possible 
convenience, your stamp of approval, if possible — if not, 
then your honest appraisal of it. We are anxious to serve our 
country to the best of our ability, and feel the need to reverse 
the trend towards Communism. 

Yours truly, 

Vs/ Mrs. 
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October 7, 1960 



be 

b7C 



Newport, Oregon 



Dear Mrs. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED % 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSimD^ ***** 



Your letter dated October 1, I960, 
has been received. 

Although I would like to be of service, 
the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the 
Federal Government, and, as such, does not make 
evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character 
or integrity of any organization, publication or 
Individual. I hope you will not infer in this connection 
either that we do or that we do not have information 
of the type you desire in our files. 



MAILED 9 

OCT - 7 I960 

COMM-FBI ' 



Dlson . 
3hr __ 



ilmont 
lUahem 
>Loach 
i lone 
rGuire 
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otter 

C. Sullivan ^ ' 

sle. Room 

jrain ; 

tndy 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 





.NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles* The John 
^^irch^Soctet^ is an allegedly anticommunist group with branches 
tKFough^t the U e S. Its head, Robert Welch, has bitterly 
denounced the Eisenhower administratioj^Ln the past, and our 
field offices have been alerted to following the activities of the 
Jc|a» Birch Society . 
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Oct 1, 1960 



Newport, Oregon 



Dear Sir. 



I have some friends that are interested 
in "The John Birch Society". They are talking like 
communists to me. They have not joined this organization 
yet and I would like to know about it before they do so I could 
talk to them if it is red backed. 

Thank you 



Newport, Oregon 



ALL I^WUTlbN CONTAINED ' 
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October 10 s 1960 



be 

b7C 



La Marque, Texas 



ALX INFORMATION CONTAINED % 

■ HEREIN 12 UNCLASSIFIED. ">-„. 

DATE ^V^Y ^i B^^-^X^- 



Dear Miss 




Your letter of October 2, 1960, has been received, 
and I appreciate the interest which prompted you to write. 

While I would like to be of assistance, this 
Bureau is strictly an investigative agency of the Federal 
Government and does not furnish evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, publication 
or organization. Information in our files is maintained as 
confidential due to regulations of the Department of Justice. 
I hope you will not infer either that we do or do notcha^data 
in our files relative to the organization you mentioned^ 



OCT 101960 




Sincerely yours,' ~ 

JO 

John Edgar Hoov& 



Director 
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is not identifiable in Bufiles. The John Birch 



u by Robert Welch in December, 1958, at 
Indianapolis, Indiana,, It is allegedly an anticommunist organization 
with branch$sB>]fer various parts of the country « SAC letter 60-5 calls 
this o^S^^&R jto>(t^e jittgntion of the field and instructs them that any 
information on their activitifes-should be furnished to the Bureau^ 
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Oct. 2, 1960 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

An organization entitled "The Blue Book 
of The John Burch Society" is seeking members in our town. 
They claim to be fighting the communistic trend in todays 
society. 

In view of the fact that it is hard for the 
average person to know what group is good or bad, I am 
seeking information from you. 

Would this be a good organization to join 
to help keep my country free of communism and perpetuate 
American ideals? 



I will appreciate your answer. 

Very truly yours, 

/a/ • 



be 

b7C 



La Marque, Texas 
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October 11, 1960 




be 

hlC 



Dear Mr. 



ULL <3 ]ftS^^H^>| CONFINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSMIED 

Your letter of October 2, 1960, with enclosure, 
has been received, and the interest which prompted you to 
write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of assistance, may 
I point out that information in the files of this Bureau must be 
maintained as confidential and available for official use in 
accordance with a regulation of the Department of Justice* I 
am precluded, therefore, from furnishing the information you 
have requested. I am returning the pamphlet which you 
forwarded with your communication, and enclosed is some 
material dealing with the general subject of communism which 
may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 



MAILED 9 

0CT1 1 I960 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Tolson _ 

Mohr 

Parsons 
Belmont . 
Callahan 
De Loach 
Ma lone 
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W.C. Sullivan . 
Tele. Room . 
Ingram . 
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Enclosures (6) 
correspondent's enclosure 

3-1-60 LEB Introduction & 17th National Convention 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
One Nation* s Response to Communism 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target- -Youth 
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NOTE: No record Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 

Enclosure was a pamphlet which has come to the Bureau's 

attention m the past from the Cinema. Educational Guild, Inc*, 

Hollywood, Calif ornia* This group is/allegedly anticommunist 

and has been responsible for the distribution of anticommunist^ 

anti-Negro and anti-Semitic pamphlets*, Myron Co Fagan, 

National Director, has in the past attempted to use the Director's 

name in furtherance of his programs, and it has been necessary 

on several occasions to contact him and request that he refrain 

from mentioning the FBI in any manner. (62-87267) The John 

Birch Society is an anticommunist group headed by Robert Welch 

of Belmont, Massachusetts*, He has been openly critical of 

President Eisenhower and his Administration,, Correspondent's b6 

name r.onl d not he v erified in telephone directory and no record hie 

Bufiles re 
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October 2, i960 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



!r. Tolsonl 
Mr. Mohr„ 
Mr, Parson I 
Mr. Belmor 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. Mc 
Mr. Rosen... 
Mr. Tamm 

- Mr. Trotter ! 

*' Mr. W.C.Sul) 
Tele. Room- 
Mr. Ingram.. 
Miss Gandy,. 



I have just finished reading a reprint of your article; 
"Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality". I am rereading" 
your book "Masters of Deceijlf^. 

As a member of the John Birch Society, headed by Mr. 
Robert Welch of Belmont7 w Tffff§^^ lately 
become more aware of the internal as well as the. external 
threat facing our natTon. " r 

I recently received this phamplet in the mail from 
Congressman James B. Utt. I know we have an extremely 
serious situation but I do not believe we can go. "hog 
wild" about it or adopt the methods of our Communist 
"peace lovers". If it is not prohibited could you let 
me know about the Cinema Educational Guild and the 
people listed on this sheet? I have very little doUbts 
about shch people as Stanley Kramer and Prank Sinatra 
but are the others merely misguided dupes or could it 
be worse? 



Very truly yours, 



.atx- TWTOHMATI^N contained 

HERElV IS UNCIXS3I«uED - - 




Dickinson, Texas 



Eddie E. Francis 
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Nbrwalk, Connecticut 




October |Qy i960 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
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pear Mrs. 




Your letter dated September 30, 1960, has 
been received, and I want to thank you for your kind 
message concerning the workjbeing done by the FBI. 

% 

Although I woul$t like to be of service, I must 
inform you that the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of 
the Federal Government and,t|as such, does not make 
evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or integrity 
of any organization, publication or individual. I regret that 
I am unable to answer your inquiries and hope you will not 
infer in this connection either that we do or that we do not have 
in our files the specific information you desire. 



In view of your interest, I am forwarding ~n .1 
publications on the subject of communism available for sreneral 
distribution by the FBI. 00 - ° 



OCT1O1960 



Sincerely yours, 



4. JSdgas Hoos©^ 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 





osures (7) sJ^K^ 
f^rfppuntry or Communism^ 5 |1 
Communism: The ©ftter Ehemy of Religion 
What you Can Do To Fight Communism 
Communist Illusion and Democratic; Reality 
nir. Q n+rnr.« s statement Befbre' tlie Committee on Un 



I 



1 




Director 



epresentative^s, 3-26-47 
(3) ^ fV* 



TELETYPE UNIT 



□ 



Ameiican Activities, 
(EnCo cont'd next page) 



Enclosures cont'd: 



Communist Target- -Youth 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 

NOTE: Correspondent not identifiable in Bufiles. The John Birch 
Societ y is an allegedly anti -communist group having chapters ^ 
throughout the country 0 Its Head, Robert Welch, has bitterly 
denounced President Eisenhower 
alerted to watching its activities. 



denounced President Eisenhower > and our field offices have been 



Frequent inquiries are received concerning Moral 
$e^Armament, and nothing subversive concerning it appears in our 
files* Usually we state in response to such in quiries tha t we have 



not investigated the group, but in view of Mrs. I Irequest b 



also concerning the JohribBirch Society, above reply is being 
forwarded. 



_9_ 



September 30, 1960 



J. Edgar Hoover ■ • / 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C 0 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 



ALL INFORMATION 1 CONTAINED , t 



I am as much of an anti-communist as there is 
around this country, but we find we are being bombarded on 
all sides by anti -communist literature. 

Since you are and have been doing such a wonderful 
job for our country, I feel you are the one to turn to for a true 
answer on just what is the situation in regard to these societies. 
Are they really anti-communist or are they communist Fronts. 

The ones in question are 
1) The John Birch Society 
Belmont, Mass. 



2)Ideology and Co-Existence 
Moral Re-Armament 
640 Fifth Ave. N. Y. C. 



Would appreciate any information you can give me on 
these two organizations. 

Are they worthwhile and effective in combating 
communism or are they actually communist Front? 



in 




x9- * 



Thank you and May God bless you in your good work. 



Respectfully, 



be 
b7C 



Norwalk, i Conn. 
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Dear Mrs. 



"'FORMATION COHTtfr 



CD 



Your letter of October 4, 1960, has been 
received, and the Interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated . 

While I would like to be of assistance, this 
Bureau is strictly an investigative agency of the Federal 
Government, and as such does not make evaluations or 
comments concerning the character or integrity of any 
individual, publication or organization. Information in our 
files is confidential due to the regulations of the Department 
of Justice. I hope you will not infer either that we do or do 
not have data in our files relative to the organizatiot/orathe 
iindividuaL you mentioned. or ihaa^IrElL 

In view of your concern regarding the 
menace of communism, I am enclosing some material which you 
may like to read. 



on 



3£ O 




Sincerely yours, 





0^ 

nivan ' Jj 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director / 

Enclosures (7) fisted Next Page 

NOTE: Correspondent wrote to the Bureau in September, 1960, as a 
member of the^John ^i££h Society commending the Director on the book- 
let M C(SSi^munist Target-- Youth. " She was thanked for her comments by 
letter of 9-19-60, , The John Birch Society was organized by Robert 
Welch in December, 1958, at Indianapolis, Indiana. It is allegedly an 
anticqmmuriist organization with branches over various parts of the 
_ ffllmn^y. SAC letter 60-5 calls this organization to the attention of the 
v mail i^M^nd E iftB^iie*£4iiem that any information on their activities should 
be furnished to the Bureau. SAW:elw/mem (3) ^^^^w 



Enclosures: 

Breaking The Communist Speir 
The Communist Are After /Our Minds 
"How To Fight Communism 0 
Communist Party, USA 
Struggle On A New Plane 

Where Do We Stand Today With Communism in The United States ? 
God and Country or Communism 
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J Columbus 14, Ohio 



TRUE COPY 



Oct 4, 1960 



Dear Mr. Hoover, : ; ^ 

The questions I am about to ask may be classified 
information whidh you can 1 1 answer. However, I am so troubled 
that I feel I must turn to you as the only completely honest and 
clear -thinking person in this whole crazy mixed up world! 

Because I have, for years, been concerned about 
;he communist situat ion in this country, I was ready when my doctor 

invited me to a meeting of the John Birch 

Society to hear a film talk by Robert Welch. I was so impressed 
with their out-spoken dedication to fighting communism that I 
joined the Society. The firsttthing we were asked to do was to 
write you a letter congratulating you for the excellant job you did 
in writing the article "Communist Target - Youth. " That - I was 
happy to do - also to write to our Congressman, Sam Devine, asking 
for copies of the article, etc. 



The information we have received from the John 
Birch Society and the letters we ! ve been asked to write have all 
seemed the sort of thing I've been wanting to hear and do. Now 
however I'm completely appalled to receive the lartest bulletin 
from the J. B. S. in which Robert Welch states - M Dag HammarsHjoeld 
is one of the most contemptible agents of the Kremlin ever to be 
supported by the American Taxpayers. " 

Mr. Hoover can you possibly tell me your opinion 
of the John Birch Society, Mr. Robert Welch and their statement 
about Dag Hammar^joeld ? ? ? I am anxious to do anything possible 
to aid in the fight against communism in our country but how can I be 
sure who to listen to and believe in these days? 

If you've read this far I thank you 

Sincerely, 

/s/ 
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Bolumbus 14, Ohio 





September 26, 1960 



Mr 
Route r 2^ 

Sevierville, Tennessee 



HEREIN IS 



OMTAtKED 



Dear Mr. 



UNCLASSL, 



SEP 2 6 1960 



I have received your letter of September 19, 
I960, which was also signed by your wife. The thought 
prompting you to write me concerning my report, "Communist 
Target- -Youth, " is appreciated. 



It was kind of you to comment as you did 
regarding the pamphlet, and I want to take this opportunity 
to thank you for your generous remarks concerning this 
Bureau. I am enclosing some material on the subject of 
communism which may be of interest to you D 



Sincerely yours, 



be 
hie 



Enclosures (3) ©jUA 
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
3/60 LEB Introduction^jt^ invention CP, USA 
Communist Illi^k>mv& Democratic Reality 
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NOT E: Bufil es contaif 
Mr . | | and r ' nCJ - 



^wderq^.|;prx information concerning 
^feWe^sxo bis' wife. 



The~J6hn Birch Society r was founded by Robert Welch in 
| 'Indianlapolis, Ihdiana, in December, 1958. It is allegedly an 
~ > —^anti-commtunist organization with branches over various parts 
— — V ^tfie-Country*. Welch has been quite critical^of President 

RVArnjs ^°(4) ^ f 




NOTE CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE 



NOTE: (Cont'd) 

Eisenhower and his administration* SAC letter 60-5 calls \ 
this organization to the attention of the field and instructions 
to furnish any information concerning the organization's | 
activities to the Bureau* 
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ATTORNEY AT LAW 
ROUTE 2 
SEVIER VI L.LE, TEISIISI. ; 

September 19,1960. 



Mr* J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice Building 
Washington, D.C. 



V 



Mr* Tolsoiu 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr* Parsons 

Mr. Belmont—-^ 
Mr. OaHahan^fl 

Mr. McGwire 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. JS^amm.^ 

Mr * \V$ eT 
Mr. "J^SuHwaT 

Tele. Room.. 

Mr. Ingram 

Miss Gandy 



iroh 



Dear Mr, Hoover: 

As a citisen, a member of the American Legion, and of the John 
Society . I feel that it is not only a duty, but a privilege to 
attempt to express to you some measure of the appreciation which 
you so richly deserve for y our Bureau* s efficient and unflagging 
war against the Communist infiltratioxfof our American institutions* 

You are particularly to be congratulated upon the good work of your 
staff in digging out the facts leading to the publication of the 
House Un-American Activities Committee's report: "Communist Target- 
Youth, M 

Bty wife, a member of the Daughters of the American Revolution, joins 
in expressing our appreciation for your excellent work. 

tfo acknowledgement of this letter is expected. 

Sincerely yours, 



be 

b7C 



' ALL* INFORMATION CONTAINED ^ 




Mrs 
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October 14, 1960 



REC52 




Tolson 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 
Belmont _ 
Callahan 
DeLoach . 

Ma lone 

McGuire _ 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Trotter _ 



W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. 
Ingra 
Gandy 



Mr. _ 



b6 
b7C 



PIibenix^"Arlzona 
Dear Mr. 



ALL IN.F^fA?fb"^ CONTAINED^, 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
. PATE . ^Sft^ , B^fcM^L 



Your letter of October 7, 1960, concerning 
my report entitled, "Communist Target* -Youth, n has been 
received. 



It was good of you to write and comment as^p 
you did concerning the pamphlet, and I want to take this i 
opportunity to thank you for your generous remarks as I Y ° 
found this expression of confidence to be most reassuring. 
I am enclosing some material on the subject of communism 
which you may find to be of interest* 



o 



7°. 



mvm m 
0CT141960 

COMM-FBI 



Sincerely yours, 
ft. Edgas Hoovw 




Enclosures (4) 

Introduction - March 1960 - LEB & 17th National Convention CP, USA 
Communis^ Illusion and Democratic Reality 
One Nation^ Response to Communism 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
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Letter to Mr. 



10-14-60 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no derogatory iftformation regarding 
correspondent and we have had no previous correspondence 
with him. It is apparent that he is a member of the John Birch 
Society. , / ' ' 

It is noted that member of the John Birch Society 
were instructed in their monthly publication to write letters of 
congratulations to the Director concerning his report, M Communist 
Target— Youth. " The John Birch Society is allegedly an anti- 
communist organization with branches throughout the country. Our 
field offices have been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch as 
its head, Robert Welch, indicated at one time that he thought a 
group having the appearance of a front organization might be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 
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Law Offices 

JENNINGS, STROUSS, SALMON 8 TRASK 

Sixth Floor. Title 8 Trust Building 
Phoenix, Arizona 



October 7 , I960 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



TEjla'^Wtw 




v3Ison 
Mr. Mohr.__ 
Mr, Parsons. 
Mr. Bel: 
Mr. Call 
Mr. De 
Mr. Mj 
Mr. McGuire 
Mr. Roseiu__ 
Mr, T; 

Mr. Trotter 

Mr. WXJSaaHfea^ ! 
We. Soom.. 



; i : We, Ingram. 




May I add my congratulations on your excellent 

I report on Communist activity and assure^you that in 
the opinion of the members of our J ohn^Bi r ch gg cie^t^ , h 
there is no greater American living todaythan^ 

We recognize the desperate fight we are all going 
to have to make against this Communist menace and are 
most appreciative that you are dedicating your life 
in this fine service. 

Yours very sincerely 9 



CJD:dw 



'ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS v UNCLASSIFIED . 
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Amarillo, TjKagk 
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Dear Mr. 



October 18, 1960 



\ 



ALL 'INFORMATION CONTAINED > 

unclassified; 



herein is 



Your letter of October 11* I960, has been received, 
the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated* 




CD 



Although I would like to be of assistance, the FBI is 
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government and does not^ s 
furnish evaluations or comments concerning the character or integrity 
of any individual, publication or organization. I can tell you, however, 
that this Bureau has conducted no investigation regarding the organization^ 
about which you inquired. Therefore, I am unable to be of assistance to 
you. Please do not infer that this is either a clearance or nonclearance 
of the organization. 



PTi 



o 
o 



o 

CO 

go 

GO 



o 
o 



May I point out that this Bureau does not maintain or 
publish a list such as you mentioned in your communication. It is suggested 
that you contact the Subversive Organizations Section, Internal Security 
Division, United States Department of Justice* Washington 25, D. C. , from 
which you can obtain a list of the organizations cited by the Attorney General 
of the United States. You may be able to locate in your public library a 
copy of the "Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications, " prepared 
and released by the Un-American Activities Committee of the United States 
House of Representatives. 



In view of your concern regarding the menace of communism, 
enclosed is some material dealing with that subject which may be of interest. 



Tolson . 
Mohr — 



Parsons _ 
Belmont _ 
Callahan . 
DeLoach . 
Ma lone — 
McGuire _ 
Rosen — 

Taram 

Trotter _ 

W.C. Sullivan — 1 - 




Enclosures 

allai 



Tele* Room . 

Ingram 

Gandy — 



MM 



if 



) (Listed next page) 
Enclosure Attention SAC: 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Letter to Mr. 



10-18-60 
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ATTENTION SAC: 



Advise your personnel to offer this type of answer 
when an individual inquires about subversive lists. 



Enclosures (5) 

Introduction - March 1960 - LEB & 17th National Convention CP, USA 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target — Youth 



NOTE: No record Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. The John Birch 
Society is an allegedly anticommunist organization formed by Robert Welch 
of Belmont, Massachusetts. The field has been alerted to the activities of 
this organization and have been requested to furnish any information 
concerning activities to the Bureau. We have conducted no investigation 
regarding the group. 
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325-34 amarillo building DR 4-0355 
post office box 1149 - amarillo, texas x 



October 11, I960 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover / 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. > ^TK^^A 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
Sir: HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

' ' "~" ' ' ' " " ~ DATE^v^^__.B" 

I was recently approached by a doctor in our city to attend a meeting 
of a group of individuals in the doctor's home, The group called 
themselves a chapter of the Johr^pir ch Socie ty, From what I have 
been able to find out about this ^T^Tn'B^ctrS ocTety, they are staunch 
Conservatives, who are dedicated to preventing further centralization 
of the Federal Government and combating the threats of communism 
and preserving our American heritage — freedom. 



Unlike too many Americans, I ami greatly concerned with the Com- 
munist threat to our national security and am anxious to do whatever 
I can to fight this movement. After reatding your book, Masters of 



the problems we face and 
on page 241 of Communist- 
le detected. . 

i ^-^-t*- — **■- — " * 1 f r •^^',|^T'|'ittficy~**^^^ 

I had not heard of the John Birch 



r elch, Jr. After attending a 



Deceit, I have a better understanding oj 
direct your attention to your discussio 
front organizations and how.they may 

Until I was approached by this doctor 
Society and its found er /Robert H. W 

meeting and reading some of their liteVature, I wanted to know more 
about this organization before joining tais group. I made a personal 
visit" to" our local" FVB. l. office to Vin^lrV' a'Boiit tKe people who are 
backing the society and their loyalty to our country. The agents were 
very considerate but not very helpful. They said that they had heard 
of such a movement starting here but knew nothing about it. Mr. Hoover, 
they didn*t even have a list of un-American organizations in their 
office. I did find a loyalty oath fottm dated 1956 at the Naval Reserve 
It is my understanding that the John Birch Society has only been in 
operation for a little over two year s. 

Please advise me at your earliest conven-renre" as to the position the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation holds in regard to the John- Birch 
Society and Mr. Robert H. W. Welch, Jr. If "thi"s;group^is in any way 

05ssas«EBas» essaaosss) 
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Mr. J». Edgar Hoover 
Page 2 

October 11, I960 



subversive, I want to know so that I can advise my friends of the 
situation before they align themselves with such an organization. 
Please direct your answer to the following address: 



Amarillo, Texas 



Thank you and the men of your department for your endless 
vigilance. May God help us to help ourselves. 
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October 18, 1960 



Irving, Texas 
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ALL: INFORMATION .CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



DATE H^^^BY^ 




Dear Mr. 



mam m 
OCT 18 1960 

CQMM-FBf 



Your letter of October 10, 1960, has been received, 
and I appreciate the interest which prompted you to write. 

While I would like to be of assistance, the FBI 
is strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government and 
as such does not furnish evaluations or comments regarding the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or individual, 
i can inform you, however, that the John Birch Society has not beeP 
the subject of an Investigation by this Bureau, but this should not co 
be construed as a clearance or nonclearance by the FBI. I would 
also like to advise that I am not a member of this organization. 

Sincerely yours, 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 




Tolson 
Mohr 




NOTE^ Correspondent is no£ identifiable in Bufiles* The John Birch 
Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization with branches over the 
various parts of the country . Our field offices have been alerted tajwatoSi 
its activities inasmuch as its head, Robert Welch, indicated at one time 
that he thought a group having the appearance of a front organization might 



be effective in. attracting true subversives, y \ S 



J Cor%espo™4nt ! ,itaddressXcould not be clarified by WM&$ telephone ~ 
ectafy check. in&name . . 'cp*i 



Trotter 
W.C. SulTivarf 
Tele. Room 

Ingram 

Gandy_ — 
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CHICAGO 

AIRWAYS HOTEL At Midway AH Airport 
5433 Cicero Avenue . Chicago 32, Illinois . Ludlow 2-3100 

10 - Oct; 1960 



ptj. J Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington. D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

In the past few years I have been increasingly ajiarmed 
at the growth and infilitration of Communan in this country. I have 
recently learned of an oranization dedicated to the removal of this threat 
called The "JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY"* and would appreaciate any 
information you could possibly send me. 

Basically I would like to know if is a legitimate - 
worthwhile organization and if so how can I, as a worried American, 
Join? 

Also I would like to know specifically what this organization has for its 
goal and how it plans to meet these ends. 

Respectfully yours. 

" ; b 6 



Irving, Texas . 

P.S. I have heard that you are a member yourself --Is this true? 




ALL IN^MATIOI^ CONTAINED ■ 
HERE I'ijL S UN C LASS I RIED 
DATE ^^^ A B^^Wi.. 
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5433 SOUTH CICERO AVENUE - CHICAGO 3 2, ILLINOIS 
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Mr-. 



Swanson aiid McCord 

Westmoi^land Heights 
Dallas 11, Texas 
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Dear Mr* 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED,, 
DATE S>^N^ \ 




In response to your request of October 10, i960, 
it is a pleasure to enclose a copy of H Expose of Soviet Espionage, M 
together with other reprints on the subject o£ communism which 
you may find of interest. 

With reference to your other inquiry, I must inform 
you that the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the Federal m 
Government, and as such, does not make evaluations or draw )? 
conclusions as to the character or integrity of any organization/ ~n -I 
publication or individual. I can tell you, however, that this Btirg&uS 
has not investigated the organisation about which you inquired* ~ 
Therefore, I am tumble to help you and hope you will not infer in^ ° 
this connection either that we do or that we do not have information^ 
in our files relating to the group you named* § 

Thank you sincerely for your kind message concerning 
the work being done by the FBI. 
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Sincerely yours, 



Enclosures (6) 
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John Edgarfloover 
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— God 
Co: 



Can Do To Fight Communism 
u'Mbn - 3/60 - LEB & 17th National Convention CP, USA 
d Country or Communism ' Expose of Soviet Espionage 

t Illusion andnDemocraUc Reality / Communist Target— Youth 
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NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization with branches throughput-various parts of ;the country. 
Our field offices have been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch 
as its head, Robert Welch, indicated at one time that he thought a 
group having the appearance of a front organization might be effective 
in attracting true subversives. 
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PHONE £!D2-5726 



9 



F„ V. SWANSON JR. 
H. M. MCCORD 



SWANSON & MCCORD 

optometrists 
3107 Dawes Drive 
westmoreland heights 
Dallas i 1 , Texas 

October 10, I960 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
F.B.I. 

Washington, D.C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Walter Winchel, on his T.V. grogram Sunday night October 
9 th, mentioned a pamphlet that could be obtained from 
your office for the asking. As best I can remember it 
was entitled, "Soviet Espionage I960." If I have the 
correct title I would appreciate one of them* 

Secondly, I havgprecently been invited to attend a meet- 
ing of the J^lm^^BiXj^Ja^^^i.at^ Do you have any information 
on this organization that would help me to decide whether 
or not to get very involved. 

I would also like to express my appreciation to you and 
your organization for the work it has done for as many 
years as I can remember. 



ALL IKroRMATlS^ CONTAINED" 
HEREIN IS UNCUSSIMED 
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October 20, 1960 



United Care^Jnc.„ 
Post Office Box 6536 
Housl6n7 "Texas* 



Dear Mr. 



HEREIN IS UN 



I have received your letter of October 14, 
I960, and I appreciate the jthoughtfulness which prompted 
you to write . For your information, the FBI has not 
investigated the organization about which you inquired, 
and therefore, we can be of no assistance to you on this 
occasion. 
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In view of your concern about communism, 
I am enclosing some material which may be of interest to 
you. 

Sincerely yours, 
Enclosures (3) 3 -* Edgai^Haoxar 

One Nation's Response toCommunism 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target— Youth 

NOTE: Affiles contain no identifiable information re the correspondent. 
The jo hn Birch So ciety was organized by Robert Welch in December,! 
1958, at InaianapoIiiT^ndiana, It is allegedly an anticommunist fiSrgaki- 
zation with branches over various parts of the country. Welch has been 
quite critical of President Eisenhower and his Administration. SAC letter 
60-5 calls this organization to the attention of the field and instructs thfem 

furdf^hed to the Bureau. 




-that any iafpgnration on their activities should be 
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UNITED CORE, Inc. 

Petroleum Reservoir Engineering 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 

October 14, I960 



Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 



bo 
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ALL INJ 

HEREIN IS UNCLA3S3 
DATE._f5^a^ 



feoN^ CONTAINED 



I was invited last evening to see a movie and hear a talk by the representative 
in Houston of the John Birch So ciety. On the surface, it seemed to be an 
organization which was wholly dedicated to fighting communism in every way 
possible from the standpoint of Democratic process. 

It seemed on the surface to be a worthy organization to join and follow; 
however, so many unworthy organizations are masked on the surface with 
good intentions. Several of my neighbors attended this meeting last evening 
and were interested in the talk in the movie given by a Mr. Robert We lch j 
of Indianapolis. 1 



Before I join this organization, I would like to know from the F. B. I. of 
whether this Society has been investigated, whether it is a worthy cause 
and truly anti- communistic . 

Will you please send me any information concerning any investigation of 
this Society as to whether it is a communist front using adroit methods of 
a membership drive. 



Thank you. 



Yours very truly, 




WAB/ms 



REC-72 
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October 1% 1960 
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savannan, ueorgia 
Dear Mrs* 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED v 

Your letter of October 12, i960, has been received, 
and your generous remarks are sincerely appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of assistance, the FBI 
is strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government and 
does not furnish evaluations or comments concerning the character 
or integrity of any individual, publication or organization. I can 
advise you, however, that the organization which you mentioned in 
your letter has not been the subject of an investigation by this 
Bureau,but this should not be construed as a clearance or nonclear • 
ance of this organization by the FBI. 



CP v 
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May I point out that I have no desire to serve other 



CO 



than in my present capacity as long as I am able. In view of your 
interest regarding the menace of communism, enclosed is some : ~' 
material concerning that subject which may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 
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l< *iciga£ Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
. ^^tfector 



Enclosures (4) 

One Nation ? s Response to Communis^nY* «*- ^ 
God and Country ©r Commnnism?^ ^ 
Communism: The Bitter Enemyi%f ^Religion 
ExpQse oi Soviet Espionage. 

NOTE: The John Birch Sot^ety is allegedly an antiqammu 
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Oct. 12, 1960 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover — 
F.B.L 

Washington, D. C. 
Dear Sir: 

We have just joined the John Birch Society and 
are very impressed. 

In trying to get new members, tho, we are 
constantly asked "Are you sure Mr. Welch and his associates have 
been investigated and approved by the F. B. I. This may be communism 
in it f s most insidious form. M 

/ So I am writing to^aS# if they have been investigated . 

And we will appreciate any information you may have. 

Mr. Hoover, I would like to thank you from the bottom 
of my heart for all you are, and for all you have done, through the F. B. I. , 
for America, 

We have talked to a lot of people. And when you say 
"weHa, who would you trust. M Everyone h as said "I trust Mr. Hoover 
and I trust the F. B. I . Tf And we feel the same way. 

Mr. Welch has suggested that we write Mr. Nixon 
to appoint you Atty. General, if he is elected. Do you want us to do this? 
Will you be needed there more? 

the American people are so anxioussto do what is right. 
But they are confused. If we can trust Mr. Welch & the John Birch 
Society, this, I think, will help. But people want to be sure. 

thank you for reading this. I hope you will have time 

to answer. 

I am just an ordinary wife and mother. But one million 
of us, going in the right direction, might save America. 




' ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED \ " 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE_V^^^ BY ^^^^^ 



TRUE COPY 



In the fcast bullitin from the John Birch Society, 
Mr. Welch says that (Day) Hammer schueld is an agent of the Kremlin, 
this has shocked a lot of people. 

Any help from the F. B. I. on the John Birch Society , 
or Mr. Welch, or his associates, would be appreciated. I am a 
dedicated member, but we must grow to be effective. 

thank you, again, for everything you have done 
for what you mean to the American people. 

Sincerely, 



/s/ 
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SAVANNAH, GA. 
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<$f Midland, Texas 
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Dear Mr. 



SL^; F f^Trc^ CONTAINED % ' 



Your letter of October 16, 1900, has been received, 
and your kind remarks regarding my book are sincerely appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of assistance, the FBI is 
strictly an investigativ^agency of the Federal Government and does 
not furnish evaluations or comments concerning the character or 
integrity of any individual, publication or organization. I can advise 
you, however, that the organization which you mentioned in your 
letter has not been the subject of an investigation by this Bureau, 
but this should not be construed as a clearance or nonclearance of 
this organization by the FBI. 

In view of your interest regarding the menace of 
communis m, I am sending to you, under separate cover, some material 
pertaining to that subject* 



— o. 



OCT 2 4 1960 



Sincerely yours, 



1 - D. C. 



John Edgar Hoover 
151 r ector 

Morrell - 4235 USC Material 

God and Country or Communism? 
Communism: Bitter Enemy of Religion 
3-60 LEB Introduction & 17th Convention 
One Nation's Response To Communism 
Exgos^j of $<&&fet! Espionage 

Coinmuni^^^g©!* -Youth ^jl**^ " 1$VV 
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Midland , Texas 
October 16, I960 




.Mr. J. . Edgar Hoover 
Director, Federal Bureau of in 
Washington, D. C' 



Dear Sir: 




s i'.ir. JKelmont... 
"| Mr. Call-han A 

f Mr; MSfone^ 
t Mr. K-C'u^ 
f Mr. Rosen 
jj Mr. Tamm.. 
J Mr. Trotter. 
I Mr. W.aSuIIivan 

| Tele. Room 

Mr. Ingram. 
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I am writing for information, regarding The John 



Birch Society, founded by Mr." Robert Welch"" in December, 

Recently I had the opportunity to attend a meeting 
of this Society as a guest of the local chapter. After 
listening to the lecture, viewing the film that was . 
narrated by Mr. Welsh, and studying the literature, 
it seems apparent that this organization is more than 
just a discussion group aimed at informing the public 
of the communist conspiracy, but rather one whose goal 
is to take definite steps in making their opinions, 
regarding the constitution and the communist' influence 
in our government, heard in Washington. . 

For years I have been deeply concerned about 
communism in America and have always wanted to take 
a more active part rather than just being well in- 
formed and discussing the problem with others. The 
John Birch Society may give me this opportunity. How- 
ever, inasmuch as many communist fronts 'are in existance 
throughout the United States, I would not want to be a 
•member of any American organization unless I can be sure 
of its respectability. The John Birch Society does'' 

speak out strongly against some past great Americans, . 

calling them "sleepers", which may well be correct -if 
the organization is as well informed and sincere as 
it advocates . • 

I would appreciate it greatly if you would;* -give 
your opinion of this organization and state whether oiv. 
"not it is one of which an American can be proud to be^ >:: 
a member. 

May I say that 



hlC 



(May I say that I enjoyed your book "Masters of T 
Deceit" and have encouraged all my friends to give .it * //zT'C 
their immediate attention. REC 25 wQ^^ji y^Sf^ J O O 



• . - J 

Thank you for your time, and considerati 



— w . OCT' 85 1966 

I Respectfully your„s>»~^a 



SAC, Tampa (100-91) 



1 - Mr. Kleinkauf 
October 31, I960 



jj£ C . Director, FBI (62-104401) 



JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY ) 



Reurlet 10-24-60. 

This is to advise that background 
information concerning Robert H. Welch, Jr., and 
the John Birch Society was set forth in SAC Letters 
59-13 (F) dated 3-10-59 and 60-5 (e) dated 1-26-60. 

In the event your office is not in 
possession of those two SAC Letters, you should so 
advise and copies will be furnished you. However, 
in the event your office is in possession of these 
two SAC Letters you should insure that they are 
appropriately indexed as to subject matter and 
content. 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 



^^dF^ITED STATES GOVERNMENT 



Memorandum 



TO 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



n ,^SAC , TAMPA ( 100-9 1 ) 



subject: 



°ate: 10/24 /60 





0 

JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
SM - MISC. 

Remylet 7/26/60. 

Bureau is requested to furnish any information it has re 
above captioned organization. 
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Dear Mrs. 



0RKATT0N CONTAT: 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DAT£^^^\ 3iSf& 



Your letter postmarked October 17, 1960, has 



been received. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
has not investigated the subjects of your inquiries, and I am 
unable to help you. With reference to your question on the subject 
of the United Nations, I am forwarding a copy of your letter to 
The Honorable, The Secretary of State, Washington 25, D. C. 
Enclosed is material available for general distribution by this 
Bureau whiclftyou may find of interest. 

1 I want to thank you sincerely for your thoughtful 

expression of confidence in the work being done by the FBI. In 
connection with the other matter you mentioned, I must inform 
you that I have no political aspirations since I feel that I can best 
serve my country in my present capacity. 

Sincerely yours, 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



MAILED 9 

OCT2 41960 



Enclosures (6) 

God and Country or Commiiism? 
One Nation's Resipisg \^Gbnn^jpism 

Introduction 3-60 LEB & 17th National^on^ention CP, USA 
What You Can Do To Fight Gommunlsm ^ A 
Communist Target --Youth 

Expose of Soviet Espionage \ i^^ y * \ }j? \ *AJ 
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Letter to Mrs. 



NOTE: Bufile 65 - 1 9096 -125 'mentions one_ 
I Bel -Air, California, who was 
Board of Trustees in 1944. No other pertinent references in l ocale 
which might be/identi£sal with correspondent's husband or Mrs. 



c 

ras]_ 



■he 

hlC 



of the Scripps 




LOS ANGELES 5 CALIFORNIA 
1 






TRUE COP 



Los Angeles 5 California 



Dear Mr. Hoover: - 

About six months ago I Joined the 
"John Birch Society, " as I wanted to help in the fight against ^ 
the infiltration of Communisium in the United States, - 

I would like to have your opinion of the methods 
being used by Mr, Robert Welch, the leader of the above merfiforied 
society- 
It seems to me that there is great danger in an 
organization which casts suspicion and distrust of the great majority 
of our government leaders, and by so doing undermines the confidence 
of the people in the U. S. A. Is'nt this just what Russia desires? 

- 2 - jjjp^ 

I would al^o like to know whether your investigators 
Jka¥£3Shown that Mr. Dag^Hammerskoild is a "stooge" of Mr. Kruschev, 
and whether the U. N. isa great danger to the freedom of the U. S. A. - 
as Mr. Welch claims— / 

Thanking you for your trouble, and with great 
admiration of the wonderful job you have, (and are) doing, I am 

Truly yours, 

/a/ I 



10-15-'60- 

P. 8- Mr. Welch is now insisting we write to Mr. Nixon to appoint you 
as attorney general, -if he is elected - 
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October 25, 1960 
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Cody, Wyoming 
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Dear Mr, 



Your letter postmarked October 18, 
1960, has been received, and the interest which 
prompted you to write is indeed appreciated. 

While I would like to be of assistance, 
the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the 
Federal Government and does not make evaluations 
or comments concerning the character or integrity 
of any individual, publication or organization* I can 
advise you, however, that the organization you 
mentioned has not been the subject of an investigation 
by this Bureau, but this should not be construed as a 
clearance or nonclearance by the FBI. 
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Sincerely yours, 
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OCT 2 5 1960 

COMM-FBI 



Qj 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director ry 




Is on 

hr 

rsons _ 
lmont _ 
llahan . 
Loach , 

lone 

Gluire _ 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Buf iles* The John Birch 
Society was organized by Robert Welch in December, l95$Z m 5T m ~~ 
Tni^Snapolis^ Indiana* It is allegedly an anticommunist organization 
with branches over various parts of.-the ^idalry, SAC letter 60-5 
calls this organization to th'|cat:tentiOn"of' the fifeld and instructs them 
that any information on their activities should be furnished to the 
Bureau* 

TELETYPE UNIT I I 
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Hon. J Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington D. C. 



Dear Sir, 

I would like to know about the John Birch 
Society, Belmont 78, Massachusetts. Is the organization 
proper for a good conservative american to join. Is it 
subversive in any way? Do you endorse this society? 

Your early reply will be greatly appreciated. 

Very truly yours 
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Cody, Wyo. 
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ALL INFO.RM/\xrov roMTATMpn • 



as OCT 26 1960 




October 25, I960 




Hereford, Texas 

», _. — ^™g=^r -Kits -StlirfiJBJ* 



bo 
'b7C 



Dear 



' ALL' INFORMATION CONTAINED^ 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



Your letter of October 17, 1960, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

While I would like to be of assistance, the FBI 
is strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government 
and does not furnish evaluations or comments concerning the ~ Tl 
character or integrity of any individual, publication or organi- 
zation. I can advise you, however, that the organization whfcdlP^ 
you mentioned in your letter has not been the subject of an ^ 
investigation by this Bureau, but this should not be construed 
as a clearance or nonclearance of this organization by the FBI. 
In view of your concern regarding the menace of communism, 
I am enclosing some material dealing with this subject. 
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Sincerely yours, 



1VTAICED1 BM 

OCT 2 5 1960 

COMM-FBI 



0j 



Tolson 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 
Belmont _ 
Callahan . 
DeLoach . 

Malone 

VtcGuire _ 

^osen 

fa mm 



Trotter 

V.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room 
[ngram 

Sandy 




John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Enclosures (5) ^ %■ 

3-1-60 LEB Introduction & 17th NatioriaPConve|itlon t ,*s$ 
God and Country or Communism? ^ ^ 

One N affords Rjesponsje $q Communism 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Tar get- -Youth 

NOTE: "No^^ec^rd/iBufiles identifiable with correspondent* 

NOTE (Continued next page) 

//«^^b/gcb (4) ^ju^J 




LETYPE UNIT 




( Note continued) 

The John Birch Society is allegedly an antic om munis t group founded 
by Robert Welch of Belmont, Massachusetfe . We have not investigated 
the group. 
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DENTAL BUILDING 



907 Park Avenue 

herefordTtexas 
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be 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE ,^V^-\...ByS^D 
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DENTAL BUILDING 

907 Park Avenue 
Hereford, Texas 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Fed. Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I am a member of the John Birch Society founded 
by Robert Welch of Belmont Massachusetts. I sincerely desire 
your opinion and evaluation of this organization. Do you think it 
is a good and effective means of fighting Communism in the U. S. ? 

Sincerely, 
/s/| 
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Oct. 17 1960 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED*; 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED .%v 




EX W 



October 21, 1960 
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B4rs. | 

Naples, Texas 



Dear Mrs. 



Fr^S F ??? TI ^ CONTAINED \ 



c 



Your letter of October 11, 1©@0, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is indeed appreciated. I 
want to thank you for your kind comments about the work being done by 
this Bureau* 
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While X would like to be of assistance with regard to - T1 Z 
yoar inquiries, the FBI is strictly ah investigative agency and is not " m 
authorized to make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character 03 5 
or integrity of any individual, publication or organization. Our files ^ 
are maintained as confidential due to regulations of the Department of 
Justice. I hope you will not infer either that we do or do not have data 
in our files relative to the individuals or organisations you mentioned. 

With respect to the House Committee on Un-American 
Activities, its aims and responsibilities and those of the FBI are the 
same—the protection of the internal security of this Nation. While the 
methods whereby this goal may be accomplished differ, I feel the work 
the Committee has performed, and is performing, serves as a guide 
for sincere groups in this country who are carrying on a militant cam- 
paign of exposure of communist activities. For information regarding 
the Committee's procedures, I suggest you write to it directly at 225 Old 
House Office Building, Washington 29, D. C. 

In view of your concert^ over ^IhV menace of communism, 
I am enclosing some material which\yoir may want to read. 
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Enclosures (7) 

. ROOM I i 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



^cYosure Tl=I Note and Enclosures nexp page SAW:bew/meu ft 



. 10209-60 b7c 

* - i — 1 

Mrs. | | 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The organizations and 
individuals sfreMP mentioned are all known to the Bureau ana numerous 

inquiries have been received regarding them. Comments relative to the House 

Committee were taken from the Director 1 s statement before that body on 

Enclosures: March 26, 1947. 

How to Fight Communism 

Where Do We Stand Today With Communism in the United States?* 
The Communists Are After Our Minds 
q Struggle on a New y Plane ^ 

Don't Be Duped by the Communists! * 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 



B TRUE COPY 



Naples, Texas 
October 11, 1960 



Mr. J., Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

PATE J^£^£^l_ ft^^^V^w 



May I heartily commend you for your recently published report 
entitled Communist Target — Youth . Americans need such factual information to 
awaken them, in time, from the deadly sleep of complacency in the midst of which 
the Communists are rapidly engulfing our country. 

Since I am intensely interested in fighting Communism on every 
possible front, I have tried to join those organisations which seem most militantly 
anti-Communist and pro-American. For several years I have been a member of the 
American Legion Auxiliary and I have recently joined the John Birch Society. Do 
you recommend these organizations as effective instruments in the fight against 
Communism? 



I have recently learned from an individual who attended the National 
Civil Defense School, heldan Battle Creek, Michigan, that the John Birch Society 
does not,appear on the OCDM list of approved organizations. Is there justifiable 
reason for this omission? If not, would you please recommend that The John 
Birch Society be listed with the OCDM? 

I have become increasingly concerned about the recent attacks on 
the House Un-American Activities Committee, made by the National Council of 
Churches and the National Federation of Reform Jewish Temples. My own 
minister, a Methodist clergyman, recently astounded me with the opinion that 
the House Un-American Activities Committee is un-American and should therefore 
be abolished. He implied that the individuals who have been cited by the Committee 
as members of Communist fronts are falsely accused, in many cases --that no 
real proof of their Communist leanings had been offered. In fact, he declared that 
the Council of Bishops of the Methodist Church had learned, after investigating the 
tactics of the House Un-American Activities Committee, that John Doe could get 
his neighbor's name placed in the files of the Committee merely by writing a letter 
to the effect that the individual was a Communist or a Communist sympathizer. Is 

(there any truth in such a statement? Are any of the current attacks upon the 
Committee justifiable? Does the F.B.I, heartily endorse the activities and pro- 
cedures of the Committee? What is the procedure by which the Committee determines 
the Communist learnings of an individual? I should greatly appreciate an answer to 
these questions at your earliest convenience.^ ^) 



i' 1 



Since our church is now involved in a controversy over Communist 



infiltration of religion (our minister says there are no Communists in the Methodist 
Church to his knowledge and resents any implication of infiltration) I would appreciate 
any factual information on this subject which you can supply. In addition, and in the 
same connection, please supply information on the character and activities of the 
following men: 



1. Dr. Carl Mclntire, pastor of the Bible Presbyterian Church, 
Collingswood, New Jersey; and radio speaker on the Twentieth 
Century Reformation Hour 

2. Dr. Billy James Hargis, founder of Christian Crusade, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma 

3. Dan Smoot, editor of The Dan Smoot Report, P. O. Box 9611, 
Lakewood Station, Dallas 14, Texas 

4. Dr. Fred Schwarz, Executive Director of Christian Anti- 
Communism Crusade, Box 890, Long Beach 1, California 

5. Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, President of the National Council 
of Churches 

Is there sufficient evidence to support the charges made against 



the National Council of Churches in the controversial Air Force manual? 




Again, may I commend you for your untiring efforts to protect 



I shall look forward to hearing from you soon. 



be 

b7C 



Very truly yours 
/s/ Mrs. | 



Naples, Texas 
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Transmit the following in 
Via AIRTEL 



Date: 10/24/60 
PLAIN TEXT \ 



(Type in plain text or code) 

AIR MAIL 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



* ft 

TO 

FROM 
SUBJ 



ALL r^FOBHATION^COKTAIMED ~ 



DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, LITTLE ROCK (100-New) 

the john Arch society 

iNTEirarrotmifr^ 




be 

hlC 
b7D 



Re Bureau file 62-104401 and SAC letter number 60-5 
dated 1/26/60. 



[ 



On 10/24/60, [ 



] 



advised SAs 



] confidentially 



and THOMPSON BERRY WEBB that he had 



A 



been invit ed to attend a secret organizational meetin g at 
I known to him as The 4 John Birch Society 1 by a| 



] 



This meeting was held on 



at the home of 



Mrs, | |claimed to be a member of the organization at Little 

Rock, Arkansas. 

\ ~, An indi vidual by t he name of AKARtt^ffEALt of Houston , 

Te xas, was at the I I home to organise this organization 

af l I BEALL was reportedly on his way from some community 

at or near | | where he had been organizing 

a chapter of this organization. t 



/'/ZC 70 / >. 



Mrs. [ 



] and BEALL stated the purpose of this 



organization is to fight Communism. 

stated that he had asked several pertinen 



(3"*- Bureau (RM) 
1 - Houston (RM) 
1 - St. Louis (RM) v^s 
1 - Little Rockn 
MCR/ fee % [JkJ 



REC-50 




(6) 

Approved: 



Sent 



Per 




LR 100 -New 



questions concerning the purpose, reason and what type work the 
members of the organization would be expected to do and that BEALL 
gave him what appeared to be an evasive answer and stated at the 
appropriate ti me assign ments would be given to each member of the 
chapter, Mrs. 



J stated that this organization was headed 
former candy manufacturer at Belmont, 



by ROBERT H. WELCH, a 
Massachusetts and that he was a narrator on an approximately three 
hour film on Communism shown at this organizational meeting. 



] advised that th ere were about 12 people most 

of, them influential people of the I I com munity that attended 

this meeting. He stated that [ Zjwas the local leader 



or promoter of this organization "St 

dues to belong to the organization are $z.u 



He stated that the 
per month, ^ /, , 



he observed at this meeting: 



furnished the following names of people that 



bo 
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individuals he could not recall at this time, 



three other 

He stated that Mr, 



] 



T 



[ 



] stated that there is a drive to obtain two million 



members in this organization and that he believed the headquarters 
for this organization is located at an unknown address i n Alabama 
He stated the organization is only about 18 months old. [ 



advised that there is a chapter of this organization organized at 
Little Rock, Arkansas, and has had two m eetings in the o ffice building 
of the Faucett Realty Company and that a | | (Ph) is 4he 

leader of the organization in Little Rock. 



Name 

Address 

Sex 

Race 

Age 

Height 



described AKARD BEALL as follows: 

AKARD BEALL 

Houston , Texas 

Male 

White 

38 to 40 

5*8" 



LR 100-New 



Weight 

Hair 

Eyes 

Complexion 



160 - - 

Brown, getting bald on top 
Unknown , wears dark horn- 
rimmed glasses 
Dark 



1 advised that he was somewhat suspicious 
of this organization due to the fact that it is secret in natu re 
and that it appeared that only the leading citizens of | | 

, and the key personnel of p | of 
were invited to this organizational meeting. 



One copy of this is being furnished to the St. Louis 
Division and one copy to the Houston Division for information 
purposes only since instructions in referenced SAC letter stated 
that no investigation should be conducted. 
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Mrs. L. Mendel Rivers 
.3643 Trlnl^r Drive, 
Alexandria, Virginia 

Dear Mrs. Rivers: 



October 17, 1960 



A T L WOpHtT^N CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE , ^V\\^ 



t 



i i 



Your letter of October 6, 1960, has been 
received, and the Interest which prompted you to write 
is indeed appreciated^ 

5ftliil§>I w^old like to be of service to you, 
I thought you-4nightdike*to know that the FBI, as an inves- 
tigative agency, of the Federal Government, is not permitted 
to furnish evaluatlfcnsfpr comments concerning the character 
or integrity of any individual, organization or publication. I 
can advise you, however, that the organization about which you c> 
inquired has not been the subject of investigation by this Bureau^ 
but this -should not be construed as clearance or nonclearance / 
of this organization by the. FBI. OaO** 



CD i 

^1 



MAILED 9. ' 

OCT 13 I960 

.COMM. FBI 



If, in the future, we can be of assistance to 
you in some way, I hope you will not hesitate to call on us. 




V 3 




Sincerely yours, 

<$7 Edgar, Hoover 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent* 
She is the wife of Congressman L. Mendel Rivers of CHarleston, South 
Carolina. We have enjoyed very friendly and cordial relations with 
Congressman Rivers. The John B^h.Sp^eiety was organized by Robert 
Welch in December, 1958, at Md|%a|foii£u Ig&iana. it( is allegedly 
an aMigsj^iifikist organizational! to^OTfes over various parts of the 
kWift-y. Welch has been quite critical of Eresident lEisei^iower and his 
administration. SAC Letter 6?§k£eall^ the attention 

of th^B.eld ami instructs them tiiat^V^o^atidn on their activities 
^houldl^e furnished the Bureau, It has noVbeen investigated by the Bureau. 
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OFFICE OF DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION • 
UN ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

3643 Trinity Drive 
Alexandria, 
0<ftober 6, 



Mr. To! 




nity Drive 



Tne Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 
The U.S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 



rsMr. Callahan 
fTWvtCeach. 

Mr. Mai one _ 
Mr. McGuire. 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tamm 

Mr. Trotter. 
Mr. Jones 




/ 



Mr. W.C. Sullivan 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Ingram. 
Miss Holmes 
Miss;>Gandy' 




Recently I have, become interested 
in th e JohOirch Society, of 
Belmjnt,' Mass. I have no reason. to question 
the patriotism of its founder, Robert Welch* or 
of its members. 

" 

However^ some of Mr. Welch's writings seem 
incredible. I should greatly appreciate your writing me 
your opinion of Mr. Welch and of the John Birch 
Society. My husband has a high regard for you and 
I should like to discuss this matter with him when he 
returns from abroad. 




Thanking you, l am 



Sincerely yours, 




COPY:hbb 



/s/ Margaret Rivers 
(Mrs. L. Mendel Rivers) 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED <v> 
DATE SVfo\ By \&^<L 
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SAC, Milwaukee (100-13581) lovember 9* I960 

director, Wtlf6^104401)^ 




flE tOHI BIRCH SOCIEfy 
IfiFOMATIOH COICMOTG 

(INTERNAL SECURITY) 'X^-b^ 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
in aft ah HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
Reurlet 10-28*60. PAT^v^V-N B^^^i^ 

The f i rat paragra ph , t page two, of relet states 



that one Mrs* | | -contacted your office on 9-25-60 

stating she was opposed to coinmunism and proposed that she 
would contact the Wisconsin Civil Sights Congress in an 
effort to place herself on that organisation's mailing list, 
hoping thus to become better acquainted with Communist Party 
literature and ncfiEasanda. It is believed the date of the 
contact of Mrs, I I is erroneous inasmuch as the Wisconsin 
Civil Sights Congress has been out of existence since 19 56. 

You are instructed to advise whether this date 
is erroneous and, if so, the correct date thereof . In 
the event the date is correct you should advise under 
instant case caption together with a statement indicating 
that the Wisconsin Civil Rights Congress has reactivated. 
Thereafter you should submit a letter under the Wisconsin 
Civil Sights Congress caption advising of its reactivation 
and your recommendation for further investigation* 

JHK:mar 
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OPTIONAL FOF(W NO. 10 



Memorandum 



jJNITED STATES GO^ 



MENT 





TO 



FROM 



Director, FBI 



date: 



10/28/60 



SAC, Milwaukee (100-13581) 



subject: 



THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin 
IS - MISCELLANEOUS 

00: MILWAUKEE 



ReMilet to Bureau 8/3/60 captioned "JOHN BIRC 
waukee, Wis., IS-MISCELLANEOUS. " 




ALL INFORMATION CONfAlME. 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 




H SOCIETY, Mil- 



Relet enclosed an article from Milwaukee Journal, a Milwaukee 
newspaper, 7/31/60, which alleged the JOHNIBIRCH SOCIETY had 
a branch in Oshkosh, Wis. 

Back issues of Oshkosh Daily Northwestern newspaper of Oshkosh : 
9/26/60, for a three month period and subsequen t examin ation 
of issues of that paper through 10/20/60, by SA | ~| 



failed to reflect any activity of an Oshkosh 
chapter have been reported. It was noted the 8/1/60 issue 
carried an article referring to above Milwaukee Journal 
article and also quoted COL^&ARKER, Neenah, Wis., former 
president of National Association of Manufacturers and 
former Board Chairman of Kimberly-Clark Corp. , as having 
"confirmed today" that he is a member of the advisory 
council of the Society. He is also quoted as saying, 
"The' purpose of the society, he added, is to combat 
Communism; to say to Mr. KRUSCHEV he is wrong when he says 
he's going to buy us." No reference was made in this 
article to the Oshkosh chapter. 



1 




On 8/23/60 

Public Museum, telephonically contacted the 



of the Oshkosh 
ilwaukee Office 



1 



and advised SA GEORGE V. HUEBSCH that among members of the 
JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY, axfi I 

Oshkosh 



Oshkosh, L 



as 



Oshkosh, and | 

The 19b» Oshkosh City Directory lists 



ZJ 



Ben B. Ganther Co., and 
the Wisconsin Public Service uo. 



,at Badger Lumber Co . . 
lot above"* address as I I at 



]at 



Gt^Bureau 
1-Milwaukee (100-13581) ^* 

ska" 



tl 0CTi"311 




Memo, Director, FBI 

MI 100-13581 

10/28/60 *i 



of the 



On 9/25/45? one Mrs * . 

I | Oshkosh), contactWW 

Milwaukee Office, and advised that in her capacity as ; 
president of the Twentieth Century Club, a federated 
women's club in Oshkosh, she as a "hobby" had studied 
Communism and its activities* She was personally very 
opposed to Communism. She proposed , however , to contact 
the Wisconsin Civil Rights Congress in an effort to place 
herself on that organization's mailing list, hoping thus 
to "become better acquainted with Communist Party literature 
and propaganda* She did not want such a circumstance to 
reflect unfavorably on her loyalty as a U v S. citizen* 

Above is for information of Bureau* No active investigation 
of Oshkosh chapter of instant organization is being conducted. 
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October 28, I960 



Wichita, Kansas 
Dear Mrs. 



Ai;L INFORMATION CONTAINED 

hnmia is unclassified.. 

DATE. 



o 




Your letter of October 21, 1960, has been received, 
and your concern regarding the evils of communism is certainly 
understandable. In response to your request, enclosed is a copy 
of "An Analysis of the 17th National Convention of the Communist 
Party, U8A. n 

May I point out that this Bureau does not maintain or 
publish a list such as you mentioned in your communication. It is 
suggested that you contact the Subversive Organizations Section, 
Internal Security Division, United States Department of Justice, 
Washington 25, D. C. , from which you can obtain a list of the 
organizations cited by the Attorney General of the United States. You 
may be able to locate in your public library a copy of the "Guide to 
Subversive Organizations and Publications, n prepared and released by 
the Un-American Activities Committee of the United States House of 
Representatives o 



With regard to the organization you mentioned in your 
communication, this Bureau has not conducted any investigation of 
the group. Therefore, I am unable to be of assistance to |Bu in 
this respect. Enclosed is some other material pei;tairiing4o the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest tcfyour 
family and you. 
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Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



o 



U1 




Oci S8 



SEE NOTE NEXT PAOEmO 



□ 




MrSo 



10-2$-60 



Enclosures (4) 

17th National Convention & Introduction^ -60 LEB, CP USA 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

God and Country or Communism 

One Nation's Response to Communism 



NOTE: No record Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. The 
JohiTBirch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization 
^oundea'Ky^ctoert Welch of Belmont, Massachusetts. The group 
has not been investigated by the Bureau. 



TRUE COPY 



October 21, 1960 



Gentlemen, 

I am greatly concerned with the threat of 
Communism in my country. As a family we feel we must 
arm ourselves by being informed. 

We have heard the tape on "Brainwashing", 
a House Un American & seen the film on "The San Francisco 
Riots. " I want my twelve year old son to recognize Communism 
in any form it may be presented to him. 

They (the Communists) are surrounding us 
geographically & so many Americans seem complacent. If 
you can send us a list of organizations known to be subversive to 
you, also the report on the last Communist Convention in this 
country; we would be grateful. 

My husband has heard of the John Birch Society, 
but we T ve been unable to get any facts. 



appreciated. 



Any information you can give us will be 
Very Truly Yours, 



/s/ 



Jo6 
b7C 



Wichita, Kansas 




Q/y ./^ ALL INFORMATION 'CONTAINED \ 
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'W wespqndence 
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October 28, 1960 



be 

h7C 



Houston 6, TexasJ 
X 



Dear Mr 



Your letter of October 20, I960, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of assistance, 
this Bureau has conducted no investigation regarding the 
organization which you mentioned in your communication* 
Therefore, I am unable to be of service to you. In view of 
your concern about the evils of communism, enclosed is 
some material dealing with that subject which may be of 
interest* 



OCT % 8 1960 

COMM4BI 



Sincerely yours, 

^Jtog&S Hooves 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Enclosures (5) 
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W.C. Sullivan 
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Communist Illusion & Democratic Reality 
One Nation's Response To Communism 
3-60 LEB Introduction & 17th Convention 
Communist Target — Youth 
Expose of Soviet Espionage, 

NOTE: 
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The John Birch 



No record Buf iles identifiable with correspondent. 
So^ety is alleged to be an anticommunist organizatiqn^which wasTounded by 
^^^FTWelch of Belmont, :- :Massachusetts . The ^ir^au 1 has conducted ncp 



in vestigation regarding the organization. 
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Houston 6, Texas 
October 20, 1960 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I am contemplating joining The John Birch 
Society founded by Robert W. Welch of Belmont, Mass. and 
would like to have your opinion as to the adviseability of such 
a step . You must know of this Society, its objectives and aims, 
and the relative accuracy of the various information furnished 
to its members. 

Any information in this regard you could furnish 
me would be greatly appreciated. 

Yours very truly, 



/s/ 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED * 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED V 
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REG- 26^^^- 

^.V^ OCT 31 1960 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN UNCLASBLEIED 
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Lufkin, Texas 



October 28, 1980 



he 
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Dear Mr. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



Your letter of October 21, I960, has 
been received, and I certainly appreciate your kind 
comments about the work of this Bureau. 



While I would like to be of assistance 
with regard to your inquiry, the FBI is strictly an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and 
is not authorized to make evaluations or draw con- 
clusions as to the character or integrity of any 
organization, publication or individual. I can advise 
you, however, that the organization you mentioned has 
not been the subject of an investigation by this Bureau, 
but this should not be construed as a clearance or 
noaclearance by the FBI. 




Sincerely yours, 



.j 0 , sagas* Hoover, 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Tolson 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 
Belmont _ 
Callahan . 
DeLoach . 

Malone 

McGuire _ 

Rosen 

Taram 

Trotter 



W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 

Ingram 

Gandy 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in B^fiie^. The John Birch 
Society was organized by Robert Welch in December, yl$§8, at ^ 
Indianapolis, Indiana* It is allegedly ari anticommim^t^gr^^iraiion 
with branches over & yaripus^pa^t$^ 60-5 
r caH&€$jLs Sr^Ii^ attention of the field and instructs them 

<V that any information on their activities should be furnished to the 

1 lj HHSJt&y r Uc 
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Lufkln, Texas 
October 21, I960 



Mr. J, Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 



be 
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Dear Mr . Hoover: 



I have been invited to join The jJjohn^^ and in 

this day of communist front organizations and facist organi- 
zations, I want to be absolutely sure that an anti-communist 
organization is exactly that and not some other equally anti- 
American organization. 

Would you please send me whatever information you have or 
your own opinion of this organization,; 

I have long admired your fight against crime and for the 
American way of life and would highly respect and appreci- 
ate any opinions you might divulge on this society. 



Yours truly, 



DDHrmeb 







* NOV 1 1960 






1 - Mr . Farrow 



November 2, 1960 




Amari 1 lo , Texas 
Dear 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

-HEREIN IS UNCLASS£ x 




be 

b7C 



Your letter dated October 24, 1960, has been 
received t and the interest which prompted your communi- 
cation is indeed appreciated. 

While I would like to be of assistance to you^ 
I must advise that the jurisdiction and responsibilities 
of the FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations or 
comments concerning the character or integrity of any 
individual, publication or organization. The FBI is 
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government 
and, as such, does not issue clearances or nonclearanc.es. 
I am, therefore, unable to comment on the organization you 
mentioned* 

Sincerely yours $ 



NOV 2- 1960 

C0MWL-FB1 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Tolson 

Mohr — — 
Parsons _ 
Belmont _ 
Callahan . 
DeLoach . 

Ma lone 

McGuire _ 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Trotter 



NOTE ON YELLOW: 

ft ^ |)Gor?espdrident states he understands the John Birch ~ 
Society iLs* ^tn-fariti socialist , anticommunist organization 
and that he ^CTtllizes^dnany organizations are actually fronts 
for su^versiv^i^^^^ He requests the Director's opinion 
of the fo$hi| BirdK ^^rata^, ,v $v 

the corres 



W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room 
Ingram 
Gandy 



'i§I«b mm 



jc - Bviffla^^titt&ln no'identif iafcle^data ; concerning 



CyNOTE ON YELLOW, CONTINUED; PAGE TWO 
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NOTE ON YELLOW, CONTINUED s '/ . 

The John Birch Society and its founder , Robert 
Welch, have not been the subjects of an investigation by 
the Bureau, Welch and his organization have been very 
critical of President Eisenhower and his administration. 
The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organi- 
zation with branches throughout the country. (62-104401) 



r 
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AMARILLO, TEXAS 



r 



October 24, 1960 



Federal. Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 
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Gentlemen: 



* Will you please be good enough to let me know your 

opinion of the John Birch Society. It is my understanding that this is 
an anti- socialist , anti-communist organization. Realizing that many 
organizations are actually fronts for subversive groups, I am now 
writing to inquire from you as to the exact nature of this John Birch 
Organization. 



M..L INFORMATION CONTAINED 
'••■•■REIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



JGW:mt 



Very truly vnnrs. 



13 NOV 3 I960 




November 2, I960 




be 
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V 



Odessa, Texas 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ,|\ 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED. \\ 
DATE R^U^^p\^, 

Your letter dated October 23, i960, has been I s 
received, and the interest which prompted your communication 
Is indeed appreciated. 

In response to your Inquiries, I must advise that 
the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do not 
extend to furnishing evaluations or comments concerning the 
character or integrity of any Individual, publication or 
organization. The FBI Is strictly an investigative agency 
of the Federal Government and, as such, does not Issue 
clearances or nonclearances ♦ I am precluded, therefore, 1 
from commenting upon the organization you mention, nor can ^ 
I suggest a course of action to be followed by you in this £ 52 
matter* ^ 

. "ii ^ ^ 

I am sure you will understand the necessity for ^ 
this policy and will not infer that we do or do not have 2 ^ 
in our files the Information you desire. 




o - 
o 



The FBI has Issued, from time to time, various _ 

statements and items of literature concerning the menace o^ S 
communism to this country, I am enclosing some of this n\ ^ 

literature which may be of Interest to you. vS§^ ? 

I have noted your kind personal comments, arfd I* 
trust that the work of this Bureau will continue to$merit 
your support. 



To Is on . 
Mohr . 
Parsons 
Belmont { 
Callahan, 
DeLoach^i 
Malone . 
McGuire . 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Trotter _ 
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John Edgar Hoover 



*.< ■ 9" WW ^ ■)> . ^i20tfc John Edgar Hoov. 

»ove Dire °" r , 

Enclosures*^) HEC,W ^'»^:-,;Au->^t»^ .h, 



W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 

Ingram 

Gandy 



— yHSEE NOTE ; 



JN YELLOW,. PAGE TWO 
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Mr. 



NOTE ON YELLOW : 

.Correspondent states he Is interested in combatting 
the communist menace and requests information concerning 
the John Birch Society. He asks if the Director feels that 
he should Join this Society or if the Director can suggest 
a better way to combat communism. Correspondent expresses 
his appreciation of the "splendid and courageous " work" that 
the Director has done for our nation, Bufiles contain no 
identifiable data concerning the correspondent. 

The John Birch Society and its foundeij Robert Welch, 
have not been the subjects of an investigation by the Bureau. 
Welch and his organization have been very critical of 
President Eisenhower and his administration. The John Birch 
Society Is allegedly an anticommunist organization with 
branches throughout the country o r) 

The following items of literature were furnished 
to the correspondent: 

fl) "Communist Target - Youth" 

(2) "Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality" 

(3) "One Nation f s Response to Communism" 

(4) A reprint from the FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin 
March, I960, "An Analysis of the 17th National 
Convention of the Communist Party, USA" 



i) 



October. 23, I960 



' ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
}!Ei>EI'N IS WCIJlSSmED^^ 



.Mr* .J# E_.._Hoov_er, Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C • 

Dear Mr, Hoover: 



■b6 
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I am interested in actively participating in a 
non-political organization stressing conservative 
political and ant 1- communist ^actions. Would you 
please advise me if the " John Birch Society " (30^ 
Concord Avenue, Belmont, Massachusetts] meets 
those qualifications. Have you any reason to 
suspect communist infiltration or siibverslon of 
that organization, or any pro- communist inten- 
tions of its founder, Mr. Robert Welch? 

Further, do you know of any reason why patriotic 
American citizens should hesitate to join such 
a society? Can you suggest a better -way for In- 
dividuals to combat the Communist menace that 
threatens our country? 

May I also take this opportunity, Mr. Hoover, to 
express my sincere, app.recia_tion_of „ihe_ splendid., 
and courageous work that you have done for our 
nation. 



Yours very truly. 




16 ok^ifi 



960 




J 



pi 



November 3, 1960 




Milwaukee HTWIIgonsfir 



Dear Mr. 



be 
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ALL T-M^ORM^TTOH CONTAINED 
HEREIN 13 UNCLASSipED 




Your letter of October 28, 1960, has been 
received, and the Interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. Your concern regarding the menace of 
communism is certainly understandable* 



Tolson 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 
Belmont _ 
Callahan 
DeLoach 

Ma lone 

McGuire _ 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Trotter _ 



W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room __ 

Ingram 

Gandy 



Although I would like to be of service, this 
Bureau has conducted no investigation regarding the 
organization about which you inquired and, therefore, I am 
unable to be of assistance to you. 

Enclosed are some booklets pertaining to the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest to 
your wife and you. 

Sincerely yours, 



NOV - 3 1960 I 



J, Edgar Hooves* 

John Edgar Hoover '< 
Director <\ v 

Enclosures (5) v _ 

Introduction - March 1960 - LEB & 17th National Convention CP,*UsP 





fh 




Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
One Nation's Response To Communism * 
Communist Target- -Youth ^J^^ 
Expose of Soviet Espionage ~? --j , 

NOTE: No records Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. The 
/John Birch Society was founded by Robert Welch of Belmont, Massachusetts, 
f and is purported to be an ariticommunist group. We have conducted no 
investigation regarding this organization. 
DCL:mb (4) *<y _ ^ 
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^ € Milwaukee, Wisv 

October 23, 1960. 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington, D. C. r 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 



ATL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HSilUN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



I have taken this opportunity to write you because 
I feel if any one person in the United States is 
qualified to comment on Communism in the U.S. you 
most certainly are without equal. 

My wife and I have recently joined a Cardinal 
Mindszenty study group to become better informed on 
the Communist threat to us. We are frankly scared, 
appalled, and outraged by the facts we are discovering 
about Communism. We both feel this study group is 
only the 'Door-opener' to taking a more active part 
in the fight against Communism. Our problem is that 
being young, Catholic, patriotic, Democrats, we want 
to direct our energies into the most effective 
channels. ^ 

0 

The ' ^oYm^^^^^^^^ here in Milwaukee is praised 
by a Tewas an effective Anti-Communist: organization 
and lampooned by many; including the Milwaukee Journal, 
as being a crack-pot group of 'far right radicals'. 
What Sir, is your opinion of the John Birch Society? 
Do you consider it an effective or ineffective means 
of combatting communists? 

We are parents of four young sons and feel very 
strongly about doing all that we possibly can to 
insure the future freedom of our boys. 

We sincerely hope you will be able to advise us. 

Yours vnrv truly 




ft* 



JL,* Milwaukee 11, Wis, 

4 1966 





V 




November 3, 1960 
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Odessa/ Texas 
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Dear Mr, 



*LL INFORMATION CONTAINED 



DATE 



Your letter of October 26, 1960, has 
been received, and I am enclosing some material 
regarding communism in the United States. 

While I would like to be of assistance 
with regard to your inquiry, the FBI is strictly an 
investigative agency and is not authorized to furnish 
evaluations or comments regarding the character or 
integrity of any individual, publication or organization* 
I can advise you that the organization you mentioned 
has not been investigated by this Bureau, but this 
should not be construed as a clearance or nonclearance 
by the FBI. 



NOV* 3 I960 




Sincerely yours, 

Jo Edgar Hooveag 



John Edgar Hoover 



Director 

Enclosures (7) 

Communist Illusion & Democratic Reality 
Communist Party > USA 
Where Do We Stand bii jCoxp muni sm? 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
^jf Director 1 s Statement on lj|th Annual Convention of CPUSA 
^ McCarrari' Report on ^Communism 




W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 
Ingram 
Gandy j 



I 0 ^M^Com m uni st Target — Youth 
: NOTE; Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles G The John Birch Society 
^was organized by Robert Welch in December, 1958, at Indianapolis, Indianao 



CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE: 



Mr, 



b6 
b7C 



NOTE CONTINUED: 

It is allegedly an anticommunist organization with branches over various 
parts of the country * SAC letter 60-5 calls this organization to the attention 
of the field and instructs them that any information on their activities 
should be furnished to the Bureauo 



□ DESSA ALBUQUERQUE FARMINQTDN MIDLAND 

P. D. BOX 2927 S2Qo'/2 MENAUL, N. E. P. O. BDX 625 BOX 4DD5 AlLLAGE STA. 

FE 7-73 37 AXTEL 9-1975 DAVIS 5-Q231 DXFDRD 4-2531 



October 26, I960 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir; 



Would appreciate knowing what the situation is in the U. S. A. on 
communism. 




Is it under control, or^i^there^ ; :^ such 
as the John Birch S® 2 ^^^ 



Would also like your opimS^; of<;th eT^ohn? Bir cl$% o cie ty . Thank You! ! 



- ■ vv ^yYoursAtruly , 

//V. 



PN/nh 




■job 
b7C 




a! l Information contained •, 

5™ F iN IS UNCLASSUKD^ 
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CP 



V 



EX-125 




November 3, 196b 
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To Is on 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 
Belmont - 
Callahan , 
DeLpach . 

Ma lone 

McGuire _ 

Rosen 

Tamm 



Trotter . 
W.C. Sullivan . 
Tele. Ro<J~ 
Ingram . 
Gandy 



Oxnard Beach, California 
Dear Mrs 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ' 
KS?EItf IS UNCLASSIFIED 



Your letter of October 27, 1960, with enclosure, 
has been received, and the interest which prompted you to write 
is indeed appreciated. 

While I would like to be of assistance with regard 
to your inquiry, the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of 
the Federal Government and is not authorized to furnish eval- 
uations or comments concerning the character or integrity of 
any individual, publication or organization. I can advise you that 
the organization you mentioned has not been investigated by this^ 

o 



Bureau, but this should not be construed as a clearance or 
nonclearance by the FBI. 



o 

I 

3D 
rr% 



This Bureau does not issue or maintain a list 00 g 
such as you mentioned. A list of organizations which have Ue^rg 
cited by the Attorney General pursuant to Executive Order 1045g 
can be secured by writing to the Subversive Organizations o 
Section, Internal Security Division, United States Department 
of Justice, Washington 25, D.C. 




Sincerely yours, 



NOV- 

COMM.* EE 



STo Edgar Hoove® ^? 



-V 1 




John Edgar Hoqyfjcv. 
l*f$ Director v 

NOTE: Correspondent, is not identifiable ^Bufiles. The John Birch 
Society has not been Investigated by the FBI. It is allegedly' an 
anti-commun list /organization with branches in various parts of the 
country. Our- fieid offices have been alerted to watfeto the activities 
inasmuch as its founder, Robert Welch indicated that he thought a 
■ f^ group having the appearance of a front organization, might be effective 

"NOV WMt^j^ ln ? true subversives « Correspondent's enclosure, a 

I wSmiwl^uce^Mi^^ \&§Mm^<£ envelope, was used in reply. 
self-addressed, stamped / S AW:jpr (3) • 





AIL INFCR? 

HEREIN 13 



October 27, 19^0 



uxnard beach, Ualif . 



My dear Mr» Hoover: 



The John Birch So,CLi&fcsL-P f Belmont Massa- 
chusetts has come to my attention which, 
so far as I can ascertain, appears to be 
patriotic, intensely pro-American. 
Seemingly it is a good one to join and 
work with for the good of our country. 

Before making any efforts in this direction^ 
will you please let me know whether or not 
this is on your subversive list, or if you 
can recommend it as being what it seems? 

| I should appreciate an immediate reply, 
las I will not be at this address after 
Nove mber ll^t^. ,, 



Thank you. 

ATI0N CONTAINED 
UNCLASSIFIED 



Mr. J. Edgar HoCV5F 
Washington, D. 0. R£Q, 



ft? 




November 4, 1960 
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Odessa. Texas 



Dear Mr 



att iwm^TTON CONTAINED 



Your letter dated October 27, I960, 
has been received. 



NOV 4 I960 




yTolson 

* Mohr 

' Parsons 

Belmont 

Callahan 

JDeLoach 

Ma lone 

;>McGuire 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room^ 
Ingram F> 
Gandy 



Although I would like very much to be 
of service, the FBI has not investigated the group 
you mentioned, and I am unable to be of assistance. 
Please do not infer in this connection that this con- 
stitutes a clearance or nonciearance of the organization 
in question. 

Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 





NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunlfi^ ^ *o 
organization with branches over the various parts of the country* >T 
THs organization was founded by Robert Welch in Indianapoli^, 
Indiana, in December, 1958* Our field offices have been al^te^p 
watch its activities inasmuch as its head, Robert Welch, indica^OT at 
one time that he thought a group Shaving the appearance of a front 



organJl^Uon might be effective in attracting tr^ue subversives 



DCL:pjh/dk 
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TELETYPE UNIT 



a 




r 



Odessa, Texas^. ; 
; QctoiDer :2T, / ' 



v 



; Uhited States Department* of Justice / -. ; 
Federal Bureau' of Irives tigation 'V i 1% ^ x ; 



b6 
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Dear ; Mr; Hoover : 



I hope you won'.t.' mind ihy t^ a persoi 

inquiry* ; Some of • my friends ;are - members of 'vthe^Jpj^ 
S^cie ty whi ch has its headquarters in- Belmont:, ' Massachule^ . 

A s . nearly ., as 'I - cariV ;de t ermine i the eonser vatiy e : ant i - c.ommun 1st 
Ideas heild by this drganization coincide with my own ; however, 
before attending a meeting and becoming affiliated with the 
group, I wanted to check; directly with you and obt 
personal evaluation of their aims and ; purposes* \. - \ 

Thank you for your time and consideration* ; ; * 

Very ; truly yours , J , 





November 4, 1960 
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Dear Mr. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE^^Sx^^^ 



Your letter of October 28, 1960, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. Your concern regarding the menace of 
communism is certainly understandable. 

Although I would like to be of service, this 
Bureau has conducted no investigation regarding the 
organization about which you inquired and, therefore, I am 
unable to be of assistance to you. This should not, however, 
be construed as a clearance or nonclearance of this group 
by the FBI. 



Enclosed are some booklets pertaining to<fhe 
general subject of communism which may be of inter€3&^ft 
you. 



MAILED 10 

NOV 4 I960 

GQMM-FBI 1 




Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 





Parsons 
Belmont 
Callahan 
DeLoach 
Ma lone _ 
McGuire 
Rosen 



Enclosures^!) ^ i 3f{ LH M 

Introduction - March 1060 - LEB & 17th National Convention CP, USA 
Communist Illusipn>and Democratic Reality 

One Nation f [fiP^sponipe , To Communism ^ i fc* 

' t-x.^-iji 4 f u\ w 



Communist Target — Youth 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 




NOTE: No record Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. The John Birch 
T°r m n ^Society was founded by Robert Weh?h.bf Belmont, Massachusetts, and is 

wr u ^,i7~^ — ^7 purported to be an ant icommunfs? group. We have conducted no investiga- 
t^*. tion regarding this organization. 

Iff 



Tele. Room 
Ingrain ^ ^ - v 




Atlantic City, W.J. 
October 28, I960 



he 

hlC 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington , 25, D..C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am very interested in information concerning the spread 
of communism in the United States. . I would also appreciate 
any information you can supply to me regarding "The John Birch 
Society " of Belmont, Massachusetts. 

Any aid you can give to me in these matters will be appreciated 



a tt IM^n^?^^ONTAlKED'l 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



Yours truly. 




5 



/ 



Kf NOV 7 I960 




OPTIONAL FORm^NO. 10 
5010-104-01 "U 



UNITED STATES GO]! >NMENT 



Memorand^tm 



s 



TO 



DIRECTOR, FBI (62-104401) 



date: 10/28/60 



Mr. Tolsa 
Mr. Mohr. 
Mr. Parsons. 
Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Callahan. 
I^oach. 
alone._„ 
Mr. McGuire. 
Mr, Rosen 
Mr. Tamm. 
Mr. Trotter,. 



JAMS 



subject: 




SAC, DALLAS (100-10402) 

JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY DATE_^$i^ 
INFORMATION CONCERNING jj^/^ W&J 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED J?*" W- C - Sumv *» 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED - ,# Tde ' Room 



o On 10/10/60 

Dallas , ^Eexas , advise^^er^^ 'lierBT^wfiose 




names sETf^^detrlined to mention, are associated with the JOHN 
\ - BIRCH SOCIETY* She reported this group -'was supposedly 
^anti-Communist and from what she knows of the organization 
/X^^thgy are 'Jagainst everything* 11 She stated the group did not 
~of£6r any Reconstructive ideas and criticized the government* 
Sh^said tlie group claimed that the Ameriy ans for Democratic 

So 

ad 

as "Human Events 11 which Mrs.|_ 
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Sh^rsaxd the group claimed xnat tne Americ 
Action was run by CommunistSo Mrs. | | 



said that one of 

the unnamed acquaintances ha^L_siil2S$ribed to a newspaper known 

described as a publication 



az 
m 



which criticizes everything but offers no remedies for the 
things in our government it opposes. By way of background 
info rmation concerning; the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY in Dallas, 



Mrs. 



jefgB Hl > has advised she attended ^aa^wgaa* 

' ^S^TroHN BIRCH SOCIETY which wasTe!3^C£l 



Dallas, 

l^Bpgtlng of 




: :} DalSS^^h^6y^6y&6'."''.As a result, Mrs. \ | was placed on 
— i the> mailing list and was mailed a pamphlet entitled "American 
Ogamion" which was critical of the government in various waysr,. 
including the farm policy. She remembered that one of the topics 
was^entitled "How Christian is Christian Herter," and criticized 
HERTER's policies as Secretary of State* The society egpoused 
Senator BARRY GOLDWATER of Arizona for President, and claim ed 

to be an anti-Cc(m^anist organization, she said. Mrs. 

stated that TOgg^LI^is the co-ordinator of the JOHN BIRCI 
SOCIETY il 

The 
with 



re 




pr\Jk S Recordings for the various groups comprising the soc;Lgt 

f ^A-- Dallas area is broken into small groups which she c< 

church circles, wfih HILL being the overall co-6rdii 
society in the Dallas area. At the meeting Mrs. l 
the co-ordinator stated the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY ha^^ ^ ._ 
iri the U* S. , and has a goal of 1,000,000 members/ HILlT seated 



a-£ten3Sed, 



.OQsgfc members 



that only 1,000,000 members would be effective befcaufee^hat 1 * 
was about the number of persons who could understand? ttys mbtives 
of Communism. She stated ,:that ;they have a seminar whillh lasts 
for tweftfdays at wfrj&h'^titi^ ^ecprdings lasting from 



16 to 18 houi^s, and a movi 



,82 NOV 




2)j- Bureau 
- Dallas 
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DL 100-10402 




Regardi 
that ROBE 




he organization of the society, HILL 
LCB^is the^jphair a manJ and that he had 

According 



stated 

appoint ed a B oard^f Directors for the society* 
to Mrs, 



] the Board of Directors in turn have appointed 



co-ordinators throughout the U* S* which are paid and co-ordinate 
the various local groups throughout the country* She believed 
the society to be autocratic in that HILL stated the directors 
could not be removed and were all appointed by WELCH, the head 
of the society* She made available a dues schedule which 
reflected that a life membership in the organization is $1,000; 
regular membership for men $24, and for women $12* The member- 
ship dues for men and women may be paid at $2*00 per month 
for men and $1*00 for women per month to the local chapter 
leader * 



By letter dated 10/20/60, Mr* \ 



\ *JZmm^^m*&t wrote to t he^Ba 1 la s Oi t ice stating that 
tie was interested in the organization known as the JOHN BIRCH 
SOCIETY, which indicated that this society may be recruiting in 
the Pampa, Texas, area* 
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November 7, 1960 



-BeTElKrTeiSs 



b7C 



Dear Miss 



AIL INI^OmWTION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS. UNCUS 
DATE 



EIN IS UNC 



3SIFIED 



I have received your letter of \ 
October 29, 1900, and the interest which promptedv 
you to write is indeed appreciated. \ 

\ 

It was very thoughtful of you to comment 
about the pamphlet, "Communist Target— Youth. ft \ 
In view of your concern, I am enclosing some material 
regarding communism which you may like to read. 



Tolson 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 
Belmont _ 
Callahan . 
DeLoach . 

Malone 

McGuire _ 
Rosen — 

Tairim 

Trotter 



MAiLEjTlQ | 

imi i960 I 

CQMM-FB1 J 

Enclosures (4) 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



W.C. Sullivan 

Tele. Room 

Ingram 

Gandy 
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Communist Illusion & Democratic Reality 

17th National Convention C.PUSA & March 1960 LEB Introduction 
One Nations Response to Communism 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles* The^Je>hn Birch 
Society was organized by Robert Welch in December 1$58' and is 
allegedly an anticommunist organization with branches over the 
country . SAC letter 60-5 calls this organization to the attention of 
the field and instructs them that any information on their ^activities 
should be furnished to the' Bureau. 



SAW:mhd (4) 



4*196$ 




TYPE UNIT 



TRUE COPY 



Bellaire, Texas 
October 29, 1960 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Dear Sir, 

We have seen the film, "Operation 
Abolition", and have read the pamphlet, "Communist 
Target- -Youth". Both are very informative, and 
we are taking every opportunity to bring each of these 
to the attention of other people. 

.Your report in the pamphlet is excellent. 

I am writing as a member of Hie John Birch 
Society, and an answer to this letter is not expected. 

Have written to. my congressman and to 
The House Committee on Un-American Activities for more 
copies of the pamphlet. 

Sincerely, 



HT.L INFORMATION CONTAINED \ 




V 



If 



bo 
b7C 



&^az^> ^ (^y^. 
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1 - Mr. Farrow 




November 7, 1960 



REC- 92 




be 

b7C 



Wichita 19, Kansas 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIIIiiiD 



Dear Mr, 



.B 




Your postal card dated October 27, 
1960, has been received and the interest which 
prompted your communication is indeed appreciated. 

In response to your inquiry, I must 
advise that the jurisdiction and responsibilities 
of the FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or comments concerning the character or integrity 
of any individual, publication or organization. 
The FBI is strictly an investigative agency of 
the Federal Government and, as such, does not 
issue clearances or nonclearances. 

Sincerely yours, 



MAILED 20 

NOV -71960 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



MOTE ON YELLOW: 




Correspondent requests the Director's 
opinion as to whether or not the John Birch. Society 
is communistic. _ v , ; . ... 

NOTE CONTINUED PAGE TWO 



Hon „ 



MAIL ROOM I 



Pf!, 

TELETYPE UNIT 




■j 

MS- 





Mr* 



NOTE ON YELLOW FROM PAGE ONE: 

The John Birch Society and its founder, 
Robert Welch, have not been the subjects of an 
investigation by the Bureau, It is allegedly 
an ant i communist organization with branches throughout 
the country. (62-10440) 

Bufiles contain no identifiable information 
concerning the correspondent. 
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1 ~ 1r. Farrow 
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November 8* I960 



bb 

b7C 



Wichita ^ Kansas 
Dear Mi% I I 



AIL iv^mO^ONTAlNED 



H 

DATE 



tour letter dated October 29> i960* has been 
received* and the interest which prompted your communloa* 
tlon le Indeed appreciated* 

In response to yo&r inquiry* 1 must advise 
that the FBI is strictly an Investigative agency of the 
Federal Government and, as auoh, does not furnish evaluations 
or comments concerning the character or Integrity of any 
Individual j publication or organisation* I am sure you 
will understand the necessity for this policy and will not 
infer that we do or do not have in our files the information 
you dee Ire « 

The FBI hae* from time to time, issued various 
items of literature concerning the menace of communism 
to this country » I am enclosing some of this literature 
which may be of interest to you* 



NOVO -I960 

CQMM-FBI! 



Enclosures {5} 



Tolson _ 

Mohr 

Parsons 
Belmont . 



Callahan gECt P H VlT 

De Loach • 




tg^IE NOTE ON YEI$&WX P&GE T, feifd 
(3) 



Sincerely yours* 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



N0V1.5 1960 

MAIL ROOM I I TELETYPE UNIT I 1 




b6 

I ■ 1 hlC 

Mr . | | 

Aw'"' 

NOTE ON YELLOW : 

Correspondent requests information concerning the 
John Birch Society, which he has recently Joined . He expresses 
a desire to learn more about communism. The following items 
of literature were furnished to the correspondent. 



IS! 



"Communist Target - Youth." 

"Expose of Soviet Espionage, May, I960." , 
A reprint from the FBI Law Enforcement V. 
Bulletin, March, i960, "An Analysis of the | 
17th National Convention of the Communist 
Party, USA." 

"One Nation's Response to Communism 
"What You Can Do to Fight Communism." 



Bufiles contain no identifiable data concerning 
the correspondent. 
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wictiiLa, Kansas 
October 29th, I960 



J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D* C. 

Dear Sir: 



•ATI IN^O^^TON CONTAINED 
DATE^£^^ B 



I know that you and your staf f are very busy.- but I 
would appreciate it if you could give me some help* From what 
little I know about the subject we must all do what we can to stop 
the alarming spread of Communism or it will be too late for or 
our children. _ 

bo 

Over the last two months I have seen a film "Communism b ° 
on The Map" put out by Ha£&inft-42o liege of Searcy, Arkansas. The 
film was provided by Yt The JohgTBlrch Society % The film and the 
society have now come under considerable attack from several sources , 
such as the faculty at our municipal university and the Air Force 
Reserve unit of which I am a member had come up in the discussion 
a sharp challgnge from some of its members. 

To me the film was excellent showing the history of the 
spread of Communism. Also from what I.;know about "ihe John Birch 
Society", they are making an effort in the right direction* I am 
not a joiner by any means, but I have joined this organization* 

Would your, s^yl la have placed my allegiance in a wrong 
place or is this the usual attaekithat can be expected when any 
opposition isrgiven to Communism? I have found no other organized 
effort against Communism in which a member of the public can 
participate. Many people see the danger and- do not wish to stt~and 
twiddle their thumbs while the communists take us over. 

Your help would be appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 




g NOV & 1 960 





i 



4^-/^^/-- 4* Jf/ November 8, I960 
^4 , 



Houston ft*. T§ma 



Dear Mrs* 



AIL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



Your letter postmarked November 2, I960, 
has been received. 

Although I would like very much to help you, 
the FBI has not investigated the organization you mentioned, 
and I cannot be of aid. Please do not infer that this is either 
a clearance or nonclearance by this Bureau of the group in ^ 
question* 



.ho 
b7C 



o 




Sincerely yours, 

gpj Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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To Is on 

Mohr _ 

Parsons „ 

Belmont 

Callahan 

DeLoach 

Malone 

McGuire 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 

Ingram 

Gandy _ 



NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization 
with branches over the various parts of the country. Our field offices 
have been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch as its head, Robert 
Welch, indicated at one time that he thought a group having appearance 
of a front organization might be effective in attracting true subversives. 
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MAIL ROOM 1 i TELETYPE UNIT EZ1 
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Houston S, Texas 
October. 27, I960 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
F. Bo I. 

Washington , D.C, 



Dear Sir, 

This letter is, I am sure, lam one of a great many that has been written 
you by patriotic Americans atf^i result of the forming of the 
organisation known as THE JOHNB IRGH SOCIETY. Any information you 
could give me regarding the pros an cons of this society as a way 
and means of fighting Connunism would be greatly apperciated. 

Thank you, a 




tea 




November 7, 1960 



•bo 
b7C 



Beaumont, Texas 
Dear Dr. 



Your letter of October 31, I960, has been 
received, and the Interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 



m 
o 



Although I would like to be of service, this 
Bureau has conducted no investigation regarding the organi- o 
zation about which you inquired, and I am unable to be of ni i 
assistance to you. This should, however, not be construed^? g 
as a clearance or nonclearance of this organization by the 
FBI. In view of your interest, enclosed is some material 
concerning the general subject of communism. 



NOV 7 1960 



Sincerely yours, 

,gaB__Hooi©S 



/ 



MA 




i ) K Enclosures (5) 

' d V 3&1H>G LEfe Introduction & 17th National Convention 



'alson 

phr . 

Parsons 

Belmont" 

Callahan 

DeLoach 

Ma lone 

jMcGuire 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan 
'ele. Room _ 

igram 

mdy 



Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
fc One Nation* s Response to Communism 
Communist Target- -Youth 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 



0 




NOTE: No recor$,Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. The John 
Birch Society was founded 6y Rdtyert Welch of Belmont, Massachusetts, 
and is purported to be an anticommunist organization* We have conducted 
no investigation regarding 7 It-. 

RWErjabisii^ ' ^ '"^?}" ' > . 

v MAIL ROOM I I TELETYPE UNIT I I v\ " 
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BEAUMONT, TEXAS 
October 31, 1960 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D.C. — / 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I've heard and read some tfhings con- 

Q 

cerning the John Birch Society whicji is 





anti-communistic in its motives. 

I wish that you would please inform me if 
this is the case and if it is a truly 
American society and not a Communistic 
froiat organization. 

Sincerely, , 




' 13 UNCLASSIFIED 




, 4 




November^, I960 



Ax. 




Georgetown, Connecticut 



Dear Mr. 



O 



a: 



b6 
,b7C 



Your letter of October 24/ 1960, has 
been received, and the interest which prompted you 
to write is indeed appreciated. 

While I would like to be of assistance 
with regard to your inquiry, the FBI is strictly an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and 
does not furnish evaluations or comments concerning 
the character or integrity of any individual, publication 
or organization* I can advise you that the organization 
you mentioned has not been the subject of an investigation 
by this Bureau. This should not be construed as a 
clearance or nonclearance by the FBI. 

In view of your concern regarding the 
communist menace, I am enclosing some material which 
you may want to reado 



Sincerely yours, 



CO g 

ZD 

o 
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To Is on 
vlohr 

3eLoach 
wlalone _ 
dcGuire 

Hosen 

Tamm 

Trotter _ 
V.C. Sullivan 
Tele. R 
Ingram 
Sandy 



Mil 




John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (4) One 




. ^^J^on's Response to Communism 
Co'mm%riist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
» > urJ^2^P^e of Soviet Espionage 
^JZ^ ^Gskiunist Targrf-Youth 

' NOTE: Correspondent ,is not, identifiable in Bufileso 

OV 16 lSB^ :bew ^ ''^ (NOTE CONTINUED NEXT PAGE) 

" IL ROOMt? 1 ' 




.TELETYPE UNIT 



Mr, 



11-2-60 



he 

hlC 



NOTE CONTINUED* * <> 0 <> <> The John Birch Society was organized by 
Robert Welch in December > 1958 5 at Indianapolis ? Indiana,* It is 
allegedly an anticommunist organization with branches over various 
parts of the country . SAC letter 60-5 calls this organization to the 
attention of the field and instructs them that any information on their 
activities should be furnished to the Bureau* Correspondent inquired 
about the John Birch Society and gives information concerning one of 
the local meetings he attended,, 
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Georgetown, Conn. 
October 24, i960 



Dear Sir, 



I would like information regarding M The John Birch Society, 
Belmont 78, Mass. 

Several weeks ago I was invited to a meeting at my brother 
John's house, along with twenty or so other people. We were told we 
would receive information on how to fight Communism on the home 
front. Most of us attending are connected with some kind of business 
or trade in town in which we come in contact with people every day. 

The meeting consisted of several reels of film being shown by 
^.ny a Mr. Thomas N. Hill, a paid worker for Mr. Welch, head of the 
^ ^ o John Birclx Society . 

y ~) 

*W'^r ^ we saw anc * heard was Mr. Welch speaking to us on 

Pojf ft - Marxism, Le^iblism, etc. andoother aspects of communism. 

During changes of reels I questioned many statements and 
inuendos made in the films. None of them were answered to my 
satisfaction by Mr. Hill. 

Here are a few examples: 

Mr. Welch claimed that Mr. Truman and Jack Kennedy 
supported communism in Algeria. When I asked how, I was told they 
had supported free elections in Algeria just as we are fighting for the 
world over. Mr. Welch had already stated in the film that they were a 
small minority in the country so I could not see why he was afraid of 
free open elections. He suggested that the M Commies M are working in 
great numbers in the pentagon and all other high military areas. The 
state dep T t. and foreign service is overrun with pommies. M When I 
asked later for facts, I received none. 

\ 

The film connected anything using the word social with eventual , a* 
Communism. . P 

It ail smacked of Communism by association. v 

,d I was finally told that I was not supposed to question or comment 

on anything in the film. This I was to find later was a requisite of this 




4 y> 



h , K U ***** 



society. 



The things that I heard in the last two films aroused my 
curiosity and anger and prompted me to write to your organization for 
further information. 

Mr. Welsh suggested that we work for the removal of the 
United Nations from our shores and suggested we withdraw. That we 
cut back and eventually do away with our Missile program. That we 
do away with foriegn aid. All this was what Mr. M K." was advocating 
in the U. N. at that very time and it disturbed me. 

We were then asked to join the society and become dues paying 
members. They amounted to twenty -four dollars per year. 

We would receive our materia;! for meetings directly from 
the headquarters each month. They would be read but could not be 
questioned or discussed at the meeting. You follow them implicitly 
or resign. We were told that our next two leaders had already been 
chosen in case of Mr. Welsh 1 s death. That is when I had to leave. 

I sincerely hope I am 100% wrong about this way of fighting 
Communism. Giving up rights of discussion and questioning directives 
is not fair in any society. The similarity between what they are fighting 
and their own program da«e too closely related for me. That is why I 
finally decided to clear my mind and ask your help. 

bb 

Sincerely b?c 

/s/| I 
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FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 





F B I 



Date: 11/8/60 



Transmit the following in 
. AIRTEL 



PLAIN TEXT 



Via 



(Type in plain text or code) 

REGISTERED 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



.L. 



TO: 



PROM: 
SUBJECT: 



a/ 



It- 



V 

(V 



DIRECTOR, FBI ( 62-104401 ) 
SAC, BOSTON (100-32899) 



ROBERT H. WELCH, JR. 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
( INTERNAL SECURITY) 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ■ 
HEREIN IS 'UN 



UN CLASS i 



8/nch 



OCl 



2 



On 11/5/60, Mr. ROBERT WELCH, 8 Hamlin Lane, 
Wilmington, Mass . telephonically advised that on that date 
his wife received a phone call from Western Union advising . 
that Western Union had a telegram addressed merely to 
ROBERT WELCH, Melrose, Mass. The Western Union employee, 
unable to locate anybody of that name presently living in 
Melrose, learned that Mr. and Mrs. WELCH of Wilmington, Mass . 
had formerly resided in Melrose. 

. The telegram read as follows: 

"Conservative group indicted and arrested for 
exposing Socialist record of candidate for State^ 
Office. JBS members in group could back-fire ' ">' 
agains t leftists!/ Adviq e from headquarters needed." 





Signed 1" 

It appears that the "JBS" in telegram may refer 
to "The John Birch Society" organized by ROBERT IL 
Sm&&*»M* of B^aj&^JSfeSJU in December, 1958, and that 
possibly the telegram was meant for this individual 
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^DBCrras 

(3— Bureau ( 62-104401 )(RM) 
v 2 - Portland (RM) 
1 - Boston (lOp-32899) 
(6) : 



REC- 3 



.1 ^\j.<^ 



7. A 



6 



NOV 9 1980 



5 7 MOV 221960 . ^ 




Sent 



.M 




Per 



BS 100-32899 



Information concerning ROBERT H. W. WELCH, JR. 
and "The John Birch Society" appears in SAC Letters 59-13 
dated 3/10/59 and 60-5 dated 1/26/60. 

Portland should follow instructions in SAC Letter 
60-5 in event a chapter of "The John Birch Society" is 
organized. 



No investigation conducted at Boston. 



LAUGHLIN 
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- Mr. Farrow 



REC-50 




November 9, 1960 



#1 



be 

b7C 



Tempe, Arizona 



Ari 
Dear Mr. 



Your letter dated October 26, 1960, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted your communi- 
cation is indeed appreciated. 

In response to your inquiry, I must advise that 
the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do not 
extend to furnishing evaluations or comments concerning 
the character or integrity of any Individual, publication 
or organization. The FBI is strictly an investigative 
agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does not 
issue clearances or nonclearances . 



Tolsdn _ 

Mohr . 

Parsons . 
Belmont _ 
Zallahan . 
)eLoach . 
4a Lone ^_ 



^cGuire 
tosen ^ 
Tamm . 
Trotter 
V.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room 

[ngram 

jandy 



I am forwarding to you under separate cover i ^ 
various items of literature available for general distribution 
by the FBI on the subject of communism which may. be of ^tssi'st- 
ance to you in connection with your study groups,; I would 7^ 
also like to suggest that you may desire to ref er % to my ;£ u 
book "Masters of Deceit" which also relates to the kubjecjt <\ v 
of communism in the United States. This book may be v ^ 
obtained through your local library, ; t ,s> c& 



NOV - 9 1960 

COMM-FBI 



Sincerely yours , 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE ON YELLOW : 

Correspondent, a minister, requests information 
concerning the John Birch Society and the National 
Council of Churches. He specifically asked if the John 
Birch Society is sanctioned by the FBI and about the extent 
of communist infiltration into the National Council of 
Churches, He also asked if the Director can recommend 
specific books on the subject of communism* 

For a number of years allegations have been 
made by a number of people, including some clergymen, to 
the effect that the National Council of the Churfehes of 
Christ (NCCC) has been infiltrated by communists. Although 
we have never conducted investigation of the NCCC as such, 
we have kept abreast of the efforts of the Communist Party, 
USA, (CPUSA) , to infiltrate this organization through our 
over-all investigations of the CPUSA and communist efforts 
to infiltrate mass-type organizations. It does not appear 
from the information we have developed that the CPUSA is 
dictating the policies of the NCCC today. (100-50869) 

The John Birch Society and its founder, Robert 
Welch, have not been the subjects of an investigation by 
the Bureau. Welch and his organization have been very 
critical of President Eisenhower and his administration. 
The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organi- 
zation with branches throughout the country. (62-104401) 

Bufiles contain no identifiable data concerning 
the correspondent. 

The following items of literature were sent to the 
correspondent mnder separate cover. 

1. "Communist Target - Youth. " 

2. "Expose of Soviet Espionage." 

3. "God and Country or Communism." 

4. "What You Can do to Fight Communism and 
Preserve America." 

5. "Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion." 

6. Reprint from March, 1960, "FBI Law Enforcement 
Bulletin," with analysis of the 17th National 

Convention, Communist Party, USA, 

7. "Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality." 

8. "One Nation's Response to Communism." 



TELEPHONE 



1735 COLLEGE AVENUE 
TEMPE, ARIZONA 



October 26, 1960 

Mr. J. Edgar Hoover A ^ 

^ Federal Bureau of Investigation /w " 
Washington, B.C. 'V^<*A 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED*, 

Dear Mr. Hoover, HEREIN IS 1 UNCLASSIFIED^ w ft rf] 

bacTVltBT memoers of the John B 





I have recently come in cc^acTvTtBT members or the John Birch 
Stocietv which purports to be organized for the purpose oT^^^^^Ing' 
comESalst infiltration in the United States. 

Some of the claims and accusations which they make are alarming 
to say the least* 

I am seeking, in so far as it is possible, to try to find out 
whether they are honestly presenting evidence which has been uncovered 
by agents of the United States Government or whether they are themselves 
a front organization for some other purpose (such as anti-United Nations, 
or an ti- Integra ti on. ) 

I would greatly appreciate any information which you could send me 
regarding the John Birch Society - i.e. does it have the sanction of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation? 

I would also appreciate any information which you could send me 
regarding the extent of communist infiltration into American .Churches 
and the National Council of Churches. 



In reading through your article in the October 24th issue of 
"Christianity Today" you urged the formation of discussion groups It 
to acquaint church people with the dangers of communism. Could you ^ 
recommend any specific books or pamphlets which might be used for such-, 
discussion groups? The type of thing which I am specifically seeking 
is source material which is as free as possible from extraneous ■ 
motivations - for example a recent anti-communist speaker in this area 
took the position that the Revised Standard Versinn of the Bible is 
communist infiltrated - the speaker was a Baptist minister who personal! 
objects to the RSV translation in Isaiah where the word young woman is 
used rather than "virgin" as it reads in the King James Version. 

Knowing that he was fighting a personal theological battle over the 
translations left doubt as to the validity of his original premise. he 

I know how difficult it is for &iy author to seperate his own 
personal convictions from his thinlySig , that is, how difficult it is 
to truly approach a subject from aj^otally objective point of view. 
Are there any books which deal witSSthe menace^ of communism which are 
straight- forwardly objective in their approaph? I would greatly apprec 
knowing of any which you would recommend. 04^/^ ^^i) / ^ /LlflL 

S inc er el y yours777~ ".ar— ■ 



Ao/i . . - KEC- 50 



STANDARD FORM NO. 64 
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Office AlePZtfotflduPl • united st|Pes" government 

DIRECTOR, FBI date: H/7/6O 

SAC, PORTLAND ( 100-0 j 



FROM 



SUBJECT : 




THE JOHITBIRCH SOCIETY 
IS - C 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ^ 
HE.REIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



DAIE^VV^^Y 



.B 




Re SAC letter 60-5, which contained information 
concerning the above society. Reference also is made to 
Bureau letter directed to Mr. I I Post Office Box 

[ ^] Eugene, Oregon, dated 8/22/ ■ . a con/ or wh^ch y;aa 



]to 



i i *— * * > ^ — / / — j. w 

forwarded to Portland, enclosing a letter from 

the Director, in which he commended the Director for his 
work against communism. In his letter I 1 had said that 

he was a member of The John Birch Society, 

Recent inquires of the Portland Division indicate 
that a chapter of this society may be active in, the vicinity 
of Florence, Oregon, a small community on the' Oregon_.coafet 
TMgp moat T>pr>grvh inm-Hry was one on 10/7/60, fromP^ 



he 

hlC 



American Legion, Portland, wno advised 

that his organization~was in rece ipt of a letter from Mrs, 

in which she said that °* 



•rne jonn .bircn society recently nad been holding meetings in 
Florence and had requested the use of the American Legion 



building for the meetings, L 



]said that inquiries had 




been made concerning the organization, as to its goals and 
motives. 

The above is being submitted for the information 
of the\ Bureau. No other data is available concerning the 
activities of this society in the Florence vicinity. There 
also has been no information received which would indicate 
that any subversive element has any interest in this group. 

No further investigation or inquiry is being 
conducted by the Portland Division.. 



fk - Bureau 
SK- Portland 





WSB/jel 
(3) 



as MOV 101960 



r^*i OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
j^S* 5010-104 



UNITED ^STATES GO|fltttNMENT 

dk&emorarwh 



TO 



FROM 




um 

DIRECTOR, FBI date: 11/9/60 

SAC, MILWAUKEE (100-13570) 



subject: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY at?wM1tI0N CONTAINED^ 

J iViiLWAUKE'E, ' W1SU0NSIN ALL l«l'Uttnjuiy^^ TWTT?n 



MlLWAUlUUJi, WISUUHSIJN S™tm 1 UNCLASSIFIED 

IS - MISCELLANEOUS 




Re Milwaukee letter to the Bureau, 8/3/60, and 
Milwaukee airtel to the Bureau, 9/9/60. 

This is to advise the Bureau that the only information 
since relet which has come to Milwaukee 1 s attention about 
the captioned organization consists of material published 
by the "Milwaukee Journal" in two articles . The two 
articles are as follows: 

1. "Founder Denies View is Share d,>|/8/3/60, which reported 
a Journal interview with ROBERTmELCH of Belmont, 

Massachusetts, the founde r of the John Birch Society. 
WEi;CH~was" "reported as sayirig^'that hiV belief President 
EISENHOWER was a Communist was not a tenet of his Society; 
that the "Milwaukee Journal" story of 7/31/60 about WELCH, 
the John Birch Society and the Society l s growth in Wiscons^ 
was fallacious because it attributed WELCH 's personal beliefs 
about Mr. EISENHOWER to the Society and that there was no 
evidence the Society had ten chapters in Wisconsin. 

2. "Birch Society is Urged to Take Over PTA's," 9/25/60, 
which reported that WELCH'S September Bulletin to John Birch 
members told them' to Join and "take over" local chapters 

of the Parent-Teachers 1 Association, to "straighten out" 
PTA thinking and gain control to "exert a wider influence." 
The article added that the bulletin was a. guide, not an 
exposition of r^gul at ions that Mrs. 

Milwaukee, area [ 




bb 
hlC 



refused to discuss t he matter; that Mrs. 

I -i _ io^us^ v. 



ICor the Society, 



Mi lwauke e } -active in the Socie'ty, referred 
questions to her lawyer husband, who himself declined to 
say whether he was a Society member and claimed not to have 
seen the bulletin. .... .The news article quoted WELCH as asking 



(g)- Bureau (RM) r • ' 

1 - Milwaukee (100-13570) 
GVH:EP 



RES- ft 



6 3 NOV 17 jg^ 



^ NOV 14 1960 




* 



MI 100-13570.: 



0 



his followers to harass. Secretary of State HERTER, as attacking 
HENRY CABOT LODGE, the current Republican Vice-Presidential 
candidate,, as the -man, who "done the most to build up the 
pretense for gullible, Americans that' the United Nations can 
serve some useful purpose x while subtly, surrendering to 
Soviet pressures...." - . 

[ zl 



fThe current Milwaukee City Directory identifies one [ 

as associated with 



of 



i ckhanu Bor gelt, Skogstad and Powe ll, lawyers, , the husband 



It also identifies one 



administra tor fo r the Wisc onsin International Ixuard/^the 



husband of f 



It lists[ 



Milwaukee indices are negative on the 



bo 

b7C 



] 



Milwaukee files show that on 1/28/60, Milwaukee Office sent 
to the Bureau a letter entitled, " Christian Ant i~ Communism 
Crusade, " concerning a Milwaukee School of Ant i- Communism 
scheduled to be he ld February^ - 13, i960, at the Pfister I " 
Hotel, Milwaukee. I ^ ^ 

were mentioned respectively fas a finance^ committee member 
and executive committee registrar for that school. 



The Milwaukee Office has received no information that sub- 
versive elements have tried to take over or use the John Birch 
Society. No investigation has been conducted. 



Case closed here. Should any pertinent information be 
received the Bureau will be promptly advised. 



- 2 - 



1 - Mr. Rozamus 



November 10, I960 



XT 



Tolson 

Mohr 

Parsons . 
Belmont , 
Callahan 
De Loach 
Ma lone _ 
McGuire 
Rosen — 

Tamm 

Trotter 



£X. -128 ^TOambra, California 



he 

hlC 



Dear Mrs.^ 



'ALL 1 ' IK'FOBKr— 



/our letter dated October 31 t I960, with 
enclosure, has been received, and the thought which 
prompted your communication is appreciated* 

In response to your inquiry, I must advise 
that the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI 
do not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 

?ublication or organization. The FBI is strictly an 
nvestigative agency of the Federal Government and, 
as such, does not issue clearances or nonclearances. 
I am sure you will understand the necessity for this 
policy and will not infer that we do or do not have 
in our files the information you desire. 

I am returning your enclosure since you have 
indicated that you desire to have further inquiry made 
concerning this material. Please do not infer , in this 
connection, that the return of the enclosure is either 
a clearance or nonclearance of this material* 




n 3^ 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 




Enclosure 



Ingram 
Gandy 




MJR:km 
(3) 



Trotter \£) | ' i 

!5B3T-|»V 181980 ^ 
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MAIL ROOM I 



TELETYPE UNIT 



Mrs. 



NOTE ON YELLOW: fj ^ 

Correspondent inquires whether "The Southern 
American" is subversive. She states if this is a subject 
the Director is not at liberty to discuss, p erhaps he 
would ask Mr. J | of the House 

Committee on un-American Activities, to look at the 
publication and if he has any information on it, to 
send such information to the correspondent. Correspondent 
states that the publication was sent through the organization 
"Western Minute Men, USA." Correspondent states that if 
the publication is not subversive, to please return it 
to her. She enclosed a copy of "The Southern American" 
pointing out it mentions the Director in a manner which 
she finds distasteful. The item she refers to states, 
"It f s strange that Mr. Hoover always persecutes patriots 
trying to save our country, but never sees any of the 
criminals who work around the clock to destroy us all; 
maybe, even Mr. JEH*" 

Bufiles disclose that by letter of 8-29-60 
correspondent indicated she is a member of an anticommunist 
organization. Her letter made kind remarks concerning the 
Bureau. It enclosed a rambling letter she sent to Vice 
President Nixon setting forth her opinion as to why we 
should maintain the loyalty oath. A cordial acknowledg- 
ment was sent to her with material on the subject of 
communism. 

"The Southern American" is published under the 
auspices of the National Patrick Henry Organization, Inc. 
This organization has been the subject of a Bureau inves- 
tigation and Atlanta was office of origin* The investigation 
was closed in 1956 in view of lack of activity of this 
organization. It had been organized during the Fall of 
1946 as a society to fight communism; however, since its 
founding, its activities indicate that its anticommunist 
attitude is merely one phase of its hate tactics in that 
many pamphlets are anti- Jewish, anti-Masonic and anti-Negro. 
Bufiles contain no pertinent information concerning "Western 
Minute Men, USA." 



October 31, 1%0 



Alhamhra, California 



.Mr. J-. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington , D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

Enclosed you will find a publication which was 
handed to me to read. I checked this in "Guide to 
Subversive Organizations and Publications" which was 
revised and published as of January 2, 1957, but could 
not find it listed. One particular reason for my^. 
inquiring into this publication is the fact it mentions 
Mr. Hoover in a manner which 1 find' distasteful. This 
paragraph is outlined, in green, by me. *' ■ 

Would you, if possible, let me know the standing of 
"The Southern America n" — is it subversive? It. this 
is a subject you are not at liberty to discuss, p erhaps 
you would ask Mr. | | of the 

HCUA to look at the publication; and if he has any infor- 
mation on this to send it to me. I under stand this was 
Isent out through the b&g anization Tf We3^^n,M ^t^Men Jf 



If all is as it should be, v would you please return 
the publication to me. 

Thank you for your courtesy in the past. 



Sincerely, 



JohrKBirch Society 





A 



FD-36 (Rev.' 12^13-56) 




F B I 
Date: H/9/6O 



Transmit the following in PT,ATKf TRSCT 




j Mr. Tolson _ 

Mohr „ 



j Mr. J P arsons ,_, 

r. Bplmont_„*^T 
r . Callfihan___„„ 

Mr. DeLoach 

Mi*. Malone 

Mr. MeGuire„__ 

j Mr, Rosen ' 

' Mr. Tamra „ 

] Mr. Ti otter 



(Type in plain text or code) 



AIRTEL 



Mr. W.C.SulHvan 
Tc!c. Room 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 



jj M v. Ingram—, 
jl Miss Gandy_. 



TO: 
PROM: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (62-l'0440l) 



SAC, BOSTON (100-32899) 

o 

SUBJECT: ROBERT H. WELCH/ JR. 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 
..x (INTERNAL SECURITY) 



-r Re Boston airtel dated 11/8/60 captioned as above'-, 
inadvertently omitted information that the telegram addressed 
to ROBERT WELCH, Melrose, Mass. was sent from Portland, Oregon. 

LAUGHLIN 




DBC:ras 
i$ Bureau (62-104401) 
1 - Portland (62- 
1 - Boston (100-32899) 
(5) 



ALL INftMfflbM CONTAINED 
■HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE B 




> 



5>3 



t2 NOV 1H960 




^7 / 

Approved: . x 



Special Agent in Charge 



Sent 



.M Per 




S.C-31 



November 10, I960 



Cassopolis, Micnigan 
Dear Mrs* 



b6 
b7C 



. «t t T^MAtlGN CONTAINED^. 



Your letter of November 1, 1960, has been 
received, and the thought which prompted you to write is 
appreciated, 

I want to take this opportunity to thank you 
for the kind remarks you expressed concerning the pamphlet, 
"Communist Target-- Youth," and my book, "Masters of 
Deceit. " I am enclosing some material on the subject of 
communism which may be of interest to you. 



CO 



o 
o 



k — \ o 

JO 

o 
o 



Tolson 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 
Belmont _ 
^alJahan . 
)eLoach . 

ha lone 

IcGuire _ 

losen 

'a mm 



NOV! 0 1960 

COMM-FBI 



Sincerely yours, 

J« Edgar Hoover 




rotter 

'.C, Sullivan 
ele. Room 

igram 

sndy 



Enclosures (4) 

One Nations Response to Communism 

3-60 LEB Introduction and 17th National Convention^ CPUSA 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no references to correspondent* iiI%4^°J^ that ■ 
she is a: member of the^£ohri^^^£h^^^^^> W* ft W " 

0 . HSS in IV V <; : i top 

^J^*** The JoKn Birch^Society was founded by Robert Vggfe in Indianapolis, 

Indiana^ in December^ 1958 0 The Society is alleg^g^i^^rMMi^ist. 

Welch has been quite, criiickl^o| ^President Eisenhower and his Administration, 
y SAC lett(^^0-5 alerted* ijie' field" to inform the Bureau of any information 

|lO^/*i^ r ^^ e COnCerning the Societ y ts ac tiviti^« 

MAIL ROOM l„ .1 TELETYPE UNIT IZZI RVAtldg (4) 





TRUE COPY 



J. Edgar Hoover, Dir. F. B. L 
House Un-American Activities 

Committee 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I read about your report on July 18, 1960 
released in the pamphlet, "Communist Target - Youth." 
I have sent for some to use in a senior government class 
at the Dowagiac, Mich, high school. 

It gives one a quivering ache when your children 
say, "Mr. Clark says socialism means progress for the 
mass of people. Conservatives are interested mostly in 
their own property dollars" - etc. He cleverly says to 
make up their own minds but surely glorifies the left 
side. 

Our girl awakened her class with an oral book 
report on your, "Masters of Deceit. " 

I am grateful for your contribution. It should 
mean so much to America. 

I hope better solutions to keep local control of 
schools will be forthcoming. Our Mich. Superintendent of 
Public Instruction is now appointed, not elected. He and the 
State Board of Education over- rule County Board decisions 
on property transfers, weakening primary districts, also 
against legislation defeat of K-12 Bill. 

I am a member of the John Birch Society and 
expect no reply to my letter. 

Thank you again and best wishes. 



Cassopolis, Mich. 
Nov. 1, 1960 



M t ?S^?tlON contained V 

HEREIN' IS UNCLASSmED 



he 

hlC 



Sincerely, 
/s/ Mrs. 



\ 






v 



Q/fc&S^ „„„„ 

A T T, INFORMATION CONTAINED 
VtfcElN IS UNCLASSIFIED 








4 



ft 

^ - NOV 15 196.0 £0^" 












^5 / £t^C^*^ ~ 




- i 5, - ! - r 




4$ ^^/tf^^/^T// November 14, 1960 




be 

h7C 



Republic National Bank of Dallas 
Dallas 22, Texas 



... ,,m^£k contained' 

HEREIN 



Dear Mr, 



— ilElH. IS UNCLASSi^ 



3* 



Your letter of November 4, 1960, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciatedo 

Although I would like to be of service, this 
Bureau has conducted no investigation concerning the organi- 
zation about which you inquired, and I am unable to be of 
assistance to you. This should, however, not be construed 
as a clearance or nonclearance of this organization by ihe^ 
FBI. In view of your concern regarding the menace of 
communism, enclosed is some material which may be of 
interest. 



MAILED 311 

N0V1 41960 

CQMM-FBl 



Tolson _ 

Mohr 

Parsons - 
Belmont _ 
Callahan . 
DeLoach . 

Malono , 

McCuire _ 

Rosen '. 

Tamm 

Trotter 



W.C. Sullivan . 
Tele. Room _ 

Ingram 

Gandy 




Sincerely yours, 

Edgar Hoovejg 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (6) 
Director's speech 10-18-60 
One Nation f s Response to Communism * : 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
17th National Convention & Introduction 
Expose of Soviet ^Esp^ionage 
Communist Target- -Youth 




CP USA 




NOTE: No record ;Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. The John 
Birch Society was founded by Robert Welch of Belmont, Massachusetts, 
and is purported to be an anticommunist organization,, 
no investigation regarding it* , yP j^J^J . 



MAIL ROOM 



We have conducted 



a 



TELETYPE UNIT 



a RWE 



:jka-^(4)< 




RE PUBLIC ^NATIOKAL BAXK 



OF DAMj AJS 

CAPITAL AND SURPLUS $102,000,000 

DALLAS 22,TEXAS 



Air Mail 



TRUST DEPARTMENT 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 



November 4> I960 



AI?m^MhTION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UN0LAS3 
3 




IED 



I have recently received literature from the JjaMJBix^^ 
^So^^^r, whose office is in Belmont, Massachusetts, the founder of 
which is Mr. Robert Welch. 



I am informed that this organization promotes the forma- 
tion of John Birch Society Chapters throughout the country, the purpose 
of which is to meet periodically and discuss matters of interest to the 
nation and to take action considered in the best interests of the country 
and particularly in opposition to the growth of communism. 



b6 
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I am considering joining a chapter of the society or organi- 
zing a new chapter but before doing so I would like to know that the 
organization and its purposes have been cleared byjyour office and found, 
to be truly American in nature , and hot a communist front organization. 

I will appreciate anything you can give me to guide me in 
my decision to participate in the work of the John Birch Society. 

Yours very truly^ 




2 N °^&1960 



D 



Coot tw} Jo/) j 6i#aA So o tsry 

fls© itallo&lng Iteias &sf© ©ftoloaoct for the Btxpo$u% 



2) 



One ®ef@©-p&go tti®jpi©£aK cop^ of QEsrai&aticm&i 
plan® fop purported ^ABtl^i^v^s^l^e 9 
"■SouUb Ssroliti® €<miltioa.* w 

ffoyj? tatdvanfas pages? of literature* aipeisring 
to- be f QWtal fei*lletl»0 of m n: &t&&~$ufawem$.ve f3 
group to, tl*e. stele of f lori#a» 



3). Booklet entitled*. *AaBS«es& Spiolos*/* 

Vol, #ill a - iftJE&50F f # . 



Columbia, S 
Information 



_fiiut&Z?o>$o» nr. F 



] 0&&uereitfgr if louEE ISoHSiT" ooist&oto<a the 



C. ReeMent l^gdocgfr twm&®lT®.& ttsa follqiilog 



le stated ttet \~ 



omoE 

referred to bim fcy on© 
F€trk,- 91ft » Acco gatPflr to! 
relative to Ms, [ 



ec&t&ctei. by 
. feeeiwiiie* 
I told laia tn&t he itfid been 

Of lltstQT- 



ceumiittoo lis the 3tsse or S. C, [ 



] S^,S10ato<l to 



tftat i*.aa; eonneotos -tilth, the %lorida ■$0&litioa» w eti 
mtstl^wt^erBlve'^oi^ operation tn the ststo of Fla* 

f* 2> Bureau (Bbo1s-v : 6) 

' ^ - Chariotfce (m) » ' "■' . , 



1 * Savaiptah' 
(?) 



I 

NOT RECORDED 
107. NOV 17 .I960 



bo 
b7C 



I. 



\ 

• ) 

»*^ ■ 

><' 

o ; 
o 

a 

o 

g 



r 



sv iocnm 



allegedly told [ 

time to_ engage in this activity 
I I na me and suggested that 




did not have 
gave I" 



to set up the cofflmlttee and #erv0 as State 



J and 



] 



ask[ 

Chairman. 

Mr. I ~1 stated that he had never mt[ 

prior to hia fiirat c ontact with htm in August igoO, and that 



b6 
b7C 



he does not know how 



obtained his name. 



]stated thatf 



told hlra that the purpose 
of this committee was to seen: out; subversive persona ana 
activities in the State of S. C. and forward; any inf m 

obtained to an organization in Washington* t>* S . tip A 

stated that he cannot recall the name of this organisations 
hut stated that he recalled that I I stated that the 




organization was of the type th at condu cted investigations 
relative to industrial hiring. I I explained to hiai that 



he should contact reputable persons in various cities throughout 
the state a nd aolic it their aid in this committee worte. He 
stated that I I suggested that these peraons «ould have 

to attend ail typea of taeetingi in their respective clMes* 
political, church and social and renarfr any auapleioua 



activities or personages to hi®, 



who in turn taoutld 



forward the information to the main office in Washington* p» C. 



. advised I I that he should be very security 

conscious ana that he should keep the identity of his contacts 
unknowpt to one another. This eomiaittee worfc was to be done 
on a voluntary basis and participants would receive no 
remuneration. 



furnished 



] m ith the enclosed thereof as 



organizational cnart and the f our pages, of rahat appears to 
be a formal bulletin issued by an l, Anti-3ubverslve ?, group in 
Florida, fhese letter bullet ins indicate a maitins address 
of the organisation as w $m, 1. 0. Box 15**2 # Winter J?ark, 
Florida," 



I stated that Mr MM m® ^tsteofci^t of conducting 
any sofcivlty along theM X^es &nd had feirgetten ^out the 
incident $mtll Octoh^r 1$* 100* irhen he received throngh 
the ti&ii the copy of tM &oolclet* n ifi®ric$n Qj)l«i€«i* ,? He 
atafced th&fe the return &ddarefi* mi mm envelope read; 
1 | G^eefe^i|le> S* C. # 

fM9 hoo&let |b published tor Editor a©3EB! IILSK* 
Belmont 7&# l&sgmchuaetts * 

f he enclosed learne of n Amv%^6m- e^ihien** pmportm 
to fee n A panoramic survey of the degree of CJoraaumiat lisf l^tice 
in each of iOf eeimtries « ir 



stated that unon rec eipt- of ttoia feoottiet^ 



lie recalled contact with and decided to f urnieh 



the FBI wltti thia lita^at^e ami iiirofematlon for $hatev&r 
v&lne it might tetve # He stated thatt he -ages not Intend to 
have ©t^hlng to do with tMft nfp^^^tm$ and h&e not 
had eny cont&ct iaith|__ | since the initial contact* 

*$!he fwm thevmiex. puge® of what appear to fee a 
mw& bulletin of & Florida lt Atlti^9ut»vei?s-lve lt g^oup,, refer 
to ors^i^&tldml oi^r&tiones the possibility of gr#ug>© 
renting tape recording® of n Bommtz f {^riati^^Mti^C^^ 
Crusade* 1 * a series which records talks %y »r. 

mm$m &mm m& memm mmmsm.® Bulletin eiso refers 

to planf ha^rifig been wade to start a lf Florlda Red File*** 
in ^hieh meiibers are urged to report inf ormatloti on 
indivlduale or organisation© on 3^3 cards > making two 
COpiep of 3uch a card* n $&m f m the $ttS).* u 

f he huiletin© also refer to MUQ$M and I ~l 

of Clearwater * f lor Ida ^ho vieited the Soviet Wnion 
and had a three-hour visit- in the ^ewllh «ith Baputy Premier 

$ his literature appears to he the house organ of a 
f, Super Patriot* 1 type of organisation. 

fhe above information and enclosures are being 
furnished the Bureau for Information In the event atall&r 
information haa teen received from other Sources. 



lio further action is being taken by the 
Savannah Division* 

LEADS* 

the mmLmm division 

AT QHABLOgTB^ I30BTH OA10LIHA 

Will furnish the Bu reau anv pertinent infopaiatinn 



in their ffllea with regard to [ 
Greenville, S. C. 



THE TAMPA DIVISION 

At TAI3PA, FLORIDA 

Xf ill furnish the Bureau any pertinent information 
contained in f lies with regard to | ~L 
W inter Park* Fla*, and also any information regarding an 
organization possibly known aa "fhe Florida Coalition," 
with an address of "FNB* P. 0. Box 15*12, Winter Park, 
Fla. 



OPTIONAL FORM HO. 10 

„ " UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 




• m 

►VERNMENT 

Memorandum 

to : DIRECTOR, FBI (62-104401) date: 10/21/60 

j^from : SAC, MILWAUKEE ( 100-13581) 

0 

If ~ subject: THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY-. 

INF0RMATI0N CONCERNING 
( INTERNAL SECURITY) 

ReBulet to Milwaukee 11/9/60. 

This is to adv ise the date r eferred to as 9/25/60 on 
which one Mrs . I I f urnlshed Information to the 

Bureau is in error . The date should be -9/25/53 . 



This typographical error has been corrected on the Mil- 
waukee file copy of Milwaukee letter of 10/28/60 and the 
Bureau is requested to change the date on the copies 
received at the Bureau. 



f ; - -Bureau (62-104401) 
- Milwaukee (100-13581) 

JDO: ja 
(3) 




ALL 



be 
b7C 




0 



October 20, 1960 



Dallas 32, Texas 



Dear Mrs. 



AIRMAIL 



ALL INFO^I^NTAINED 

HEREIN IS UHCLASSiH^ 
DATE_3^^* B' 




[ 

f Your letter of October 11, I960, with enclosure, 

has been -received* and the interest which prompted you to write 
is indeed appreciated. I want to thank you for your kind comments 
about my book, "Masters of Deceit. ,f 



Jo 6 
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ch , 



I would like to be of service with regard to 
your inquiry, the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the 
Federal Government and does not make evaluations or draw 
conclusions as to the character or integrity of any individuals 
publication or organization. I can advise you, however, that 
the organization you mentioned has not been the subject of an 
investigation by this Bureau, but this should not be construed 
as a clearance or nonclearance by the FBI. In view of your 
concern, I am forwarding, under separate cover, some material 
which may be of aid to you* 
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Sincerely yours 



Hi 
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How To Beat Communism 
Don't Be Duped By The Communists! 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target — Youth 



Where do We Stand Today With Communism in the U. 3 
Breaking the Communist Etasquerader 
How To Fight Communism 
One Nation's Response To Communism 




t Illusion and /Democratic Reality 
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Letter to Mrs. 



10-19-60 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Self -addressed 
stamped envelope (air nail)/ B^^lE^e forwarded by correspondent 
used in reply. 

The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization with branches over the various parts of the country. Our 
field offices have been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch as its 
head, Robert Welch, indicated at one time that he thought a group 
having the appearance of a front organization might be effective in 
attracting true subversives. 
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Dallas 22, Texas 
Oct. 11, 1960 



h6 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

$ Recently there has been brought to my attention The 
J ohn , Bir ch um §9^cie^ organized about 1959 by one Robert Welch. 
"Itpr^ communism. Your book Masters of Deceit 

is an eye — opener and has answered some of my questions, but 
what I should now like to know is how an average citizen like me 
goes about determining the veracity and reliability of such 
organizations. We, as a nation, certainly need to unite and 
actively fight communism, but how does one know when one is really 
doing the job and when one is being duped into helping the communists ? 

Our local F. B. L and Attorney General's office can give 
me no information concerning this society. Can you? 



Very sincerely yours, 



/s/ 




November 14, i960 



Cut Bank, Montana 
Dear Mrs. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



Your letter dated November 2, I960, has been 
received, and I am pleased that you found the material sent you 
of interest. 



In response to your request, my address before 
the National Convention of The American Legion and the article 
relating to the 17th National Convention of the Communist Party, Xf 
USA, are presently being reprinted; however, 20 copies of each g 
will be forwarded just as soon as they are received from the - r o 
printers. I am currently sending you, under separate cover, 1 ^ 
material available for distribution by the FBI along the otheiPR^tes 



you suggested. 



- D. C. Morrell - 4235 

use 

20 copies each: 



Sincerely yours, 
la, gagas Bo&sms 
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NOV 14 I960 
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De Loach 
Ma lone _ 
McGuire . 
Rosen — 

Taram 

Trotter „ 



W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room 
Ingraxti 
Gandy 



Communist Target — Youth 
Warning to US Teen-Agers y 
Counterattack on Juvenile Delinquency 
Youth in Crime 

e oMM-FBEi } January, 1960, LEB Introduction 

We Must Choose Between Discipline and Ba rbarism 
NOTE: There has been prior cordial correspondence with Mrs a | 
She indicated! in a letter 8-24-60 that she was a member of The John 

0 o s** % 

The John Birch Society ' is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization wilh^J^anches over the various pkrts^^f^the country^ This 
or g^^f^nf^as founded by Robert WelcjhainElndianapolisV Indiana, in 
™ ^ (SEE NEXT^PAGE) ^ 
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LETTER TO MRS« 
11-10-60 



December, 1958,. Our field offices have been alerted to watch 
its activities inasmuch as its head, Welch, indicated at one time 
that he thought a group having the appearance of a front organization 
might be effective in attracting true subversives „ 

Bulet 9-1-60 forwarded a reprint of the March, 1960, 
LEB Introduction and 17 fh National Convention of the CP, USA; 
consequently, her current letter is requesting 20 copies of that 



Correspondence and Tours will forward, when 
available, the copies requested ©f it and the Directors -Speech 



reprinto 



10-18-60. 
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CUT BANK WOMAN'S CLUB 
CUT BANK, MONTANA 



Nov 2, 1960 



Honorable J. Edgar Hoover Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D. C. , 

Dear Mr Hoover, 



First of all, I wish to thank you for your nice 
letter and the two addresses. They were excellent. Now I 
know patriotism isn't dead. 

May we have 20 copies of the address before 
the American Legion Convention on October 18th 1960? I am 
giving the copy you sent to a youth leader who is concerned with 
the way they are being M brain-washed. " 

We also would like 20 copies of your letter to all 
law enforcement officers, and anything you can send us on "Sit-in" 
strikes Student Riots, juvenile delinquency and other areas of 
life that could be improved if we had the information. 

Any material you send us will be put in good hands 
throughout this area. 



Thank you. 



Sincerely 



Cut Bank, Mont. 



be 

b7C 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED \ 

HEREIN IS. UNCLASSIFIED 
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^tti IBank Roman's 

%?UzdJ4 ^ £/^v ^bnrtl JLucJsi. 
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November 10, 1960 



MR. MOHR: 



Kemper. 



SAC Brown, Pittsburgh, called^nd talked to 
He said that one 



PennsyLmiia^ KStel called the Pittsburgh 



Office, stated that he had been in a local flow er shop this 



Mr. Tolson 
Mr. Mohr _ 
Parsons 




TeLoach 
Malone __ 
: McGuire . 
Rosen 



f 



Mr. Tamm _____ 
Mr. Trotter ■ 
Mr.' W. C. Sullivan 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Ingram 

Miss Gandy 



morning and that one I ^ I (no record y ~Z jc. 

Pittsburgh files) was (Qlfgi^^ 
removed as head of the JTCIjmCm 

— ■ — — , . - fCLy 
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I said that he thought that the petition, which was being 

directed to President-Elect Kennedy, was being circulated by the Bufke 
Society. / SfU 

This io iindo u'b tottty the John Birch Society, headed by Rob^-t 
Welch, wealthy candy manufacturer of Belmont, MassacBusetts. This group 
is subject of Paragraph F of SAC Letter 59-13. In January, 1959, Welch 
met with a group of leading industrialists in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, lecturing' 
on communism and presented his plan to establish ostensibly communist |ront 
groups which, in reality, would be anticommunist groups. Above SAC Letter 
alerted the field of these plans and instructed the field to promptly advise the 
Bureau of any information concerning Welch's activities in this regard. Welch 
wrote a book entitled "The Politician" which came to the Bureau's attention in 
March, 1959. Only a limited number of copies printed which he has distributed 
to friends and certain individuals who he believes would be interested in its 
contents. This book attacks the reputation of the President of the United States, 
particularly Chapter 9 which is a violent attack upon President Eisenhower. 




RECOMMENDATION: 



For information. 




|E0 27^>#/ 

a "J® : 12 NOV 17 1960 
V* RESPECTFULLY, 



CD. De Loach 



1 - Mr. Jones 
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UNITED STATES GO\^p8b 

Memorandum 



ENT 



TO 



Mr. DeLoach 



FROM 



D. C. Morrell 



l'M-FORMATIOW 



n 6t/ ALL I 

HEREIN ,13 UNCI 

subject: LETTER FROM CONGRESSMA N. 

DATKD NOVEMBER 2, 1960, .RE GAR 
JOHNTBIRCH society 



date: 11-7-60 
CONTAINED 




ekj 

'eLoach J 

Malone _ 

McGuire X 

Rosen 

Tamm * 

Trotter — 

W.C. Sullivan. ^ 

Tele. Room , ■ 
Ingram . 
Gandy . 




Attached is a letter from Congress man Westland dat ed November 2, 



I960, which enclosed a co^pf a letter from^ ; MrsJ B ^ 

who inquired about the John Birch Foundatioiun^ised on 'limited information 



l 



furnished, Bufiles contaifTSo^ with Mrs. 



We have enjoyed extremely cordial relations with Congressman 
Westland, and it is believed that he should be confidentially informed regarding 
the John Birch Society. The John Birch Society was founded by Robert H. W. 
Welch, Jr. , a wealthy candy manufacturer in Indianapolis, Indiana, in December, 
1958. The organization is allegedly anticommunist and has branches in many 
parts of the country. 

Welch has been extremely critical of President Eisenhower and hj 
Administration. He has, in the past, gone so far as to even call the President^ 
communist. It is not known to what extent Mr. Welch is able to control his 
followers; however, it is known that he has a great deal to do with the Society ! s 
publications, the construction of their "reading list," and he is the author of the 
books j "The Politician" and the "Blue Book," which he has widely distributed to 
his followers. He has endeavored to give the members of the various branches 
his personal touch by preparing tapes which are played back to the members at 
their meetings. These tapes have reached 2 1/2 hours in length. 



be 
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We are not actively investigating this Society, but we have alerted 
the field to forward any information on their activities to the Bureau. This was 
done because Welch has indicated that his group may attempt to take on the appear- 
ance of a front organization in an effort to attract true subversive 

3\ _ 

/RECOMMENDATION: W 

That someone^S^o^r^^ice call Congressma: 
discreetly inform him regarding the John Birch Society arid 
of his letterJeM a^aj^ 



Enclosure 



/^/CJHrldg 

/c%\ si. 



(2) 




19B0y/ : 





JACK WESTLAND 
2d Dist., Washington 

( ROOM 1419 

Mev/*House Office Building 



Congress of tljc ®mteb States 

?$ott*e of ftepresientattoea 



MEMBER: 
Committee on Interior and 
Insular Affairs 

Joint Committee on 
Atomic Energy 




November 2, i960 



Hon. J, Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



b6 
-b7C 



Enclosed is a conv of a letter which I have received from one 
of my constituents, Mrs. I 
about the John Birch Foundation. 



Bow, Washington, inquiring 



If you have any information which you could give me concerning 
this organization to forward to Mrs. Squires, I would appreciate receiving 
it. 

erely yours, 




JW/et 




Westland 
ber of Congress 




o 



/ ENCLOSURE 
17 NOV t#- 19§8 




NFOEMATION 



'ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED %1 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 




1 Vf&ehingtoa 



Hoa. Jack Keotland 
Houea of RepreaeataUvefi 
Waehingtoa, D,C. 

There le a great deal of discussion going on around our town, 
o» a«B5Haant»m aaft bow It tm Jaflltratea fold auch tiell knows oxgpiiaa* - 
tions «a tfaited Ration© end ttre Katiooal Education AeBociatian* UHXCEI? 
ia eepeclally condemned., torn* charges end iouendoes disturb no, 

■ f . 

I . boltevo thl© inf onafttlon oar aieinfornation ' le distributed by ~ 
en- corgainisatlon G&Usd the Jotm Bircfc Position, ' Sfessa i«<^te appaar— - 
to be sponsored by th© American Legion. . . Thu apMak e^'ia^ M'nemt^' iA'-i^ 
Aoerican Legion Ball i» Burlington ca October 
Z bave Just read w article by tliifi maa c&llad 



r 



"Fact! 



Ba 1| described as Vlca-ChairasMi 
of the American Legion. Hla address 



b6 
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I tew» you are a very busy man but I also fe@l you will be auore 
of thie aovetsent and niU fcaow better than average citiaen fraa whence 
it cooeo and uh&t attitude an honest American should take towards it. 

X will appreciate beating froo you. 

Sincerely, 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED,, ^ v 

Date v\>^ r^^, 




I - Mr. Farrow 



November 16, 1960 
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iNewtonyijiie, ^ssac^setts 



J CON' 



Dear Miss 



JTATNED 



ATX INFORMATION 
' -".IK. IS' UNCLASS 



Your letter dated November 6* I960, 
with its enclosure* lias been received and the 
interest which prompted your communication is 
indeed appreciated. 

In response to your inquiry* I must 
advise that the jurisdiction and responsibilities 
of the FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or comments concerning the character or integrity 
of any individual publication or organization. 
The FBI is strictly an investigative agency of 
the Federal Government and, as such, does not 
issue clearances or nonclearances. 

The FBI has from time to time issued 
various items of literature on the menace of 
^communism to this country. 1 am enclosing under 
o separate cover some of this material which may be 
fTof interest to you. 



CO 
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Sincerely yours. 



Hoover 
t£ Director 



7# W 
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V.C. Sullivan . 
Tele. Rooa 

,'ngram . 
landy _ 



TELETYPE UNIT I 1 





Miss 




NOTE ON YELLOW; 

Correspondent requests information 
concerning the John Birch Society and specifically 
whether or not the organization is or is not a 
front organization. She also requests the Director's 
approval or disapproval of the John Birch Society 
and his reasons for his position in this regard. 
Correspondent enclosed a stamped, self -addressed 
envelope which is being used for this reply. 
Bufiles contain no identifiable data concerning 
correspondent. 

The John Birch Society and its founder 
Robert Welch have not been the subjects of an 
investigation by the Bureaui Welch and his 
organization have been very Icritical of 
President Eisenhower and his^ administration. 

62-104401 

The following items of literature 
were sent to „ the correspondent under separate cover: 

1. "America - Freedom's Champion. " 

2. Reprint from "FBI Law Enforcement 
Bulletin," March, 1960, with "An 

M Analysis of the 17th National 

% Convention of the CP, USA." 

A 3. "Communist Illusion and Democratic 

Reality." 






j^jj^tu ^>~ L ^~~ Z 00 ^^-- 






N0V v 8s4960 
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Newtonville, Mass. 
November 6, 1960 



Dear Sir, 

I would like to check on M The John Birch Society/ 
founded by Robert Welch of Belmont, Massachusetts in 
1958 # I nave been given a gift membership, as a 
result I am receiving literature from it • I am 
deeply concerned whether this is the type of society 
with which I want any dealings* The given purpose 
of the group is to fight communism, I would like 
to know if this is so or is it a front organization 
to aid the communists. I would appreciate your 
approval or disapproval of the organization and the 
reasons thereto ♦ 



Sincerely, 



/s/ 



(Stamped Envelope enc;) 



TRUE COPY 




Y 



N 



^_ 




November 



TV 

^ \ 



I960 



Wichita 8 f Kansas 
Dear Mrs. 



be 

b7C 



ATX INFORMATION CONTAINED 
' --'IS UNCLASSIFIED * 



Your letter dated November 10, I960, has 
been received, and I am pleased to know of your interest in my 
book, "Masters of Deceit. M 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI has 
not Investigated the group you mentioned, and X am unable to 
answer your inquiry. Please do not, however , infer that this 
is either a clearance or nonclearance of the organization in 
question. 

Enclosed are publications available for general 
distribution by the FBI on the subject of communism which you may 
find of interest. To secure a list of organizations which have 
been cited by the Attorney General as coming within the scope of 
Executive Order 10450, it is suggested that you submit your m 
request to the Subversive Organizations Section, Internal Securit y 
Division, U. S. Department of Justice Building, Washington 25, ro 
D. C. 

Sincerely yours, 
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So Edgar Hoover 
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Director's Speech 10-J& 
God and Country or Com 



**** v; 

lmumsm? 

- > Communist Pa^ USA (Ave Maria) .^f^ 
AC>(5ommunist Target — Youth 



^J9r9ce next page!—, 
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Letter to Mrs, 



he 

hlC 



NOTE: The John Birct^ O Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization 
with branches ;over the various parts of the country. Our field offices have 
been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch as its head 3 Robert Welch,, 
indicated at one time that he thought a group having the appearance of a front 
organization might be effective in attracting true subversives. 



NovembeJi.. 10, 1<]60 



Ma.. £dgcui Hoovza. 

J. B. 9. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED \ 



HEREIN ' IS UNCLASSIFIED 



WoLAhJLngj-on, 0. Q. 
ZW/Ma. Hoover: 

Hejie tn (dlichita thejie JLa a gAoup men who belong to the $ohn BxAch 
5octety(wtth whtch Q am AUAe you muAt be ^amtltaA^) 
9 peAAonaJJLy fee-l that they ojie dotng a ^ob o^ tn^oAmtng the 

publtc about the dangeA the QommuntAt menace. The one and only 
newApapeA heAe, "The Ulichtta fcagle and Beacon', haA allowed them 
to be AmeaAed by, cejiiatn otheA WtchiAa cJUUL^enA who have caJLJLed 
them many "ththgA; the mo At commonly tued tesvn J Xh'AegaAxl ±o them 
haA been "^a^ctdtXc". 

Upon Aeadtng youA book, %aAteA^6 o^ DecejLi" jit occupied JLo me that 
peJthapA Q cauld tuAn to you ^oa tn^oAmatton about thlA $ohn BxAch 
Society. 9^ you have any Auch tn^onmaJLLon that would enable me 
to cleaA them o^ theAe chaAgeA and atd them tn ^uAtheAtng theJji 
wonh against the QommuntAJLA, 9- would appAectate youA Aendtng JUL 
tome. tffir* (0 2-/dWd/ 
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1 - fir. Farrow 



November 16, 1960 
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Columbus 21, Ohio 

Dear Mr. Johnson: 

Your letter dated November 5, I960, has 
been received and the interest which prompted your 
communication is indeed appreciated. 

In response to your inquiry, I must 
advise that the jurisdiction and responsibilities 
of the FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or comments concerning the character or integrity 
of any individual, publication or organization. The 
FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the 
Federal Government and, as such, does not issue 
clearances or nonclearances. 

I have noted your kind comments and I 
trust that the work of this Bureau will continue to 
merit your support. 

In view of your interest in the menace of 
coamunism to our country, I am enclosing some literature 
which you may like to read. 



Sincerely yours. 



MAILED 20 

MOV 16 1960 

COMM-FBI 
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Mr. 

NOTE ON YELLOW: 

Correspondent states that he has been asked 
to join the John Birch Society but before he does so he would 
like to make certain that it is not a subversive organization. 
He states that he appreciates the work the Director 
is doing against communism and he would like some guidance 
so that he might also work against communism. Bufiles 
contain no identifiable data concerning correspondent. 

The John Birch Society and its founder, Robert 
Welch have not been the subjects of an investigation by 
the Bureau. Welch and his organization have been very 
critical of President Eisenhower and his administration. 

62-104401 

The following items of literature were furnished 
to the correspondent. 

1. "Expose of Soviet Espionage." 

2. "Communist Target - Youth." 

3. Reprint from "FBI Law Enforcement 
Bulletin," March I960, with "An 
Analysis of the 17th National Convention 
of the CP, USA." 

4. "One Nation's Response to Communism." 

5. "America - Freedom's Champion." 

6. "What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

and Preserve America. 

7. "Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality." 



- 2 - 
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dreator of ^?lne Jleu/e(ry 



REPAIRING ENGRAVING DIAMOND SETTING 



COLUMBUS IB. OHIO 



Moveraber 5, I960- 

Mr. J* Edgar H oover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. €:. 

Dear Mr. Hoover r 

Of am writing this letter in regard to the John 
Birch Society. My wife and I and a group oT ~ ' 
our irfenoTTfave been asked to join this society! 
We understand that it is a group of people fight- 
ing Communism which we are all for. However, 
be fore I pledge myself to the work carried out 
by this. organization, I would like to be certain 
be yond question that it is as represented, and 
not a subversive organization. 

I feel that you above anyone e lse can give me 
this information. I would certainly appreciate ' 
anything that you may tell me. 

I appreciate the work you are doing against 
CommuHism and want in some way to have some 
N guidance so that I might also work against 
Communism towards the preservation of our freedom. 

prompt reply will be great ly;: appreciated. 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS JJiSCLASSlST' 
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^ B NOV. 18 1960 




I 



EX-136 y 




November 17, 1960 



CoJumbusJL4,jDWo^ 



Dear Mr 



ATX - 



Your letter postmarked November 10, 1960, 
has been received. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
has not investigated the group you named, and I am unable to 
answer your inquiry. Please do not, however, infer in this 
connection that this is either a clearance or nonclearance of t . 
the organization in question. 

CD 



o 



MAILED, SI] 

NOV 1 71960 

COMM»FBI 



Sincerely yours, 

$V Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Enclosures (6) 

Director's Speech 10-18-60 
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
God and Country or Communism? 
Introduction March, 1960, LEB & 17th National Convention CP, USA 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
Communist Target — Youth 



NOTE: On the basis erf information furnished, correspondent is not identifiable 
in Bufiles. The , Johi rairch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization 
-with branches over U^v^p^us parts of the country.^Our field offices have 
_been alerteritto ^tc'ft'ffs activities inasmuch* as^i& head, Robert ZlWelch, 
-indicatedWP one time that he thoug^^.group havilng the appearance of a front 
organization jnight^^effective in attracting tr-ueleubyeraves. 

-DCL.pak (3) 
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November. 9, 1940 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I have recently became interested in the John 
Birch Society, an organization whose purpose is to help 
combat the spread of communism in our country. 

Before becoming involved, I am seeking your 
advise, and opinion as to whether this organization is clean 
and all American. 

Sincerely, 



/s/ 



Columbus, 14, Ohio 



bo 
b7C 







ILL INFORMATION CONTAINED** 
|& HE I # iS ■ UNCIfABB I«£I-ED 





0 / 



REC-50 tt~lt£i*tJ&t 



88 NOV ±4* 1980 




be 

b7C 



^ *JS 

1 --Mr. Farrow 



-> r 



REC- 



November 15, I960 




h6 
b7C 



T^e""NOrt hwe s t ern Mutual 

110 South Dearborn Street 
Chicago 3/ ffl^is"^"^ 



^£^S^m CONTAIN %i 
ALL I>^9^^rr^S&lED 



Dear Mr*. 



Your letter dated November 3.* , I960, has 
been received, and the Interest which prompted your 
communication is indeed appreciated. 

In response to your inquiry, I must advise 
that the Jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI 
do not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publication or organization. Furthermore , I am unable 
to suggest a source from which you can obtain the 
information you desire. 

In view of your interest in communism, I am 
enclosing some material on this topic which may be of 
interest to you. 

Sincerely yours, 
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Director/ 
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NOTE ON YELLOW : , 

Correspondent requests information concerning 
the John Birch Society, He states that if the Director 
is unable to furnish information to him, he would appreciate 
being referred to a source that could* He states that he 
questions the validity of this organization because the 
John Birch Society has indicated that it felt President 
Eisenhower was a communist. Bufiles contain no identifiable 
data concerning the correspondent. 

The John Birch Society and its founder, Robert 
Welch, have not been the subjects of an investigation by 
the Bureau, Welch and his organization have been very 
critical of President Eisenhower and his administration* 
Information concerning this individual and his organization 
is contained in SAC Letter 60-5. (62-104401 ) 

The following items of literature were furnished 
to the correspondent: 

1) "Communist Target - Youth, " 

2) 11 What You Can Do to Fight Communism and 
Preserve America ♦" 

(3) A reprint from the FBI Law Enforcement 

Bulletin, March* I960. "An Analysis of the 
17th National Convention of the Communist 
Party, USA." 

(h) "One Nation's Response to Communism," 
f (5) "Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality." 
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SUITE 608, 110 SOUTH DEARBORN STREET • CHICAGO 3, ILLINOIS • TELEPHONE: STATE 2-4078 
DAN A. KAUFMAN CO. • General Agency 



THB NORTHWESTERN 
MUTUAL LIFE 
1NSURANCB COMPANY 

OF MILWAUKEE < - 

safeguarding tomorrow 




November 3, I960 1 Mr - Toison 

6 Mr. Moliy 



Mr. Mohr 

j Mr. Parsons., 



Mr. Belmont 

^Mr. Callahan,... 

Mr. Malone 

, Mr. MoGnire™ 
Mr. Rosen,. 



M£ Tamm. 

Mr. Trotter.. 



Mr. W.C.Sullivan 

Tele. Room J 

Mr. Ingram 

s&<6randy_ 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. • — - — — — — ~- — — 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Recently as president of our local PTA unit, it was requested of 
provide time at one of our PTA meetings ^r a discussic" J "~ 
material to be made available by the John Birch Society. 

Certainly all of the members of our community desire to fight the inroads 
of Communism, and we are anxious to cooperate. - But- in our. locals paper 
not too long ago, there was an article about this society which- indicated 
that they felt that President Eisenhower was a Communist, and this gives 
me sufficient cause to question the validity of this organization. 



ion of anti 4 coTrf niuxiis-t 
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Do you have any information about this organization or can you refer me ^ 
to where I can get further details ? 

It appears that the society was begun in 1958 in Indianapolis by a BostoniaJi^ 
by the name of Robert Welch. 

Your assistance would be appreciated. - - - — - - 
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Dear 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN -IS UNCLASSIFIED. 
DATE ^5^\fr\ B1 



Your letter of November 7, 1960, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, this 
Bureau has conducted no investigation regarding the todkviduial or organelle 
zation about which you inquired, and I am unable to be of 
assistance to you. This should not, however, be construed 
as a clearance or nonclearance qf this organization by the 

1FBI. In view of your interest^renclosed is some material^ 
concerning the general subject of communism. I| 
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MAILED 19 

N0V1 6 I960 

COMM-FBf 



Sincerely yours, 

J.: Edgar Hoov&p 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 




Enclosures (6) 

Director's Speech before American Legion Convention, 10/18/60 
3/60 LEB Introduction & 17th Convention CP USA 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
CommunistJlU^dwi^id Democratic Reality 
C org^i^st 3T2r g§t —Youth 
Expose of Soviet Espionage bj&/ - 

NOTE- Ncx^f^^^uiiles identifiable with correspondent. The John 
Birch ^iclmy was founded by Robert Welch of Belmont, Massachusetts, 
and is purported to be an anticommunis|iorganxzation. We have 




RiXconducted no investigation regarding it. 
RWErnjs^P'i^ (3) 
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J» Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D* C» 

Dear Sir: 



I have recently become interested in the John Birch 
Society • Could I get your personal and prof e'sWTon^T^'^^Wlon 
"or Mr. Rbbert%elch and the John Birch Society? 



in 




i 



1 - Mr. Simpson 
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November 15 , 1960 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATE 

Mrs ♦ John R . ' fit>e / * """""" 

1144^^E^^ac^tt Drive 
^Grants Pass, Oregon A 

Dear Mrs ♦ Boe : ' 



Your letter dated November 5, I960, has been 
received, and your interest in writing to me is indeed 
appreciated. 

I can well understand your desire to obtain 
accurate information concerning various individuals and 
organizations, and I regret that I am unable to be of 
assistance to you in such matters. The FBI is strictly 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, cannot furnish clearances, evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publication or organization. X trust you will understand 
my position in this regard and will not infer that our 
files do or do not contain information pertinent to your 
inquiry. 

In view of your interest in the menace of 
communism to this country, however, I am enclosing some 
literature available for general distribution by the FBI 
which you may like to read. 



NOV 1 51960 

CQMM-F0I 
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SEE NOTE O: 

TELETYPE UNIT I I 




Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



YELLOW, PAGE TWO 




Mrs. John R. Boe 



NOTE ON YELLOW: 

Correspondent, in a lengthy letter, furnishes 
her observations concerning the John Birch Society and 
states that she has begun to wonder if this organization 
is correct in its accusations and methods and inquires 
if it is an organization that is in disfavor with ttie FBI . 
She also states that she is asking for the Bureau's help 
and inquires in what way can a sincere and concerned 
individual be of most help in fighting communism. 

Bufiles contain no identifiable information con- 
cerning the correspondent. 

The John Birch Society and its founder, Robert 
Welch, have not been investigated by the Bureau. Welch 
and his organization have been very critical of President 
Eisenhower and his administration. The John Birch Society 
is allegedly an ant i communist organization with branches 
throughout the country. (62-104401) 

Correspondent's inquiry as to how an individual 
can help in fighting communism is believed well answered 
in the literature which is being furnished to the corre- 
spondent « 

The following items of literature were sent to 
the correspondent: 

1. "Communist Target - Youth." 

2. "What you can do to Fight Communism and 
Preserve America." 

3. "America - Freedom's Champion," 

4. "How to Beat Communism." 

5. "Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality." 

6. Reprint from "FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin," 
March, 1960, with an analysis of the 17th 
National Convention, Communist Party, USA, 
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Grants Pass. Oregon 



Phone GR 6-7747 



November 5, I960 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr, Hoover: 

I'm confused. 



ktL INFORMATION CONTAINED \ 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSI^ED 
DATE. 



.N IS UNCLASSi^ ^ 



And because I feel sure my confusion is a state of raind shared by many other 
sincere, concerned, \ thoughtful Americans, I am asking you for the answers to 
several questions — which I hope will enable me to clarify my thoughts. Your 
department is the only source of factual information on which I can depend — 
and I hope my faith in your evident sense of responsibility to the individuals 
of this nation is productive. 

Within recent months my concern about the inroads of Communism, which now seem 
to Crosshatch every activity in these United States, has changed from one of 
passive deploration to active anti-Communist evangelism; on a stricly indi- 
vidual, non-affiliated, basis* 

However, I know that no matter how many individuals become ax^are of the 
seriousness of the situation — this intellectual conviction without imple- 
menting action — is not going to remove any Communists from influential posi- 
tions anywhere. 

So, accepting the personal responsibility to defend one's patriotic convic- 
tions with the same dedicated aggressiveness that the Communists show, one 
begins to look for ways to implement this decision* And one becomes aware 
that eventually, to be effective, this must become political action. 

Recently, the John K. B ^rch„Spjcie1sy represenatives presented the program of 
their organization in this area. Frankly I had gone to their first presen- 
tation hoping to find an organization through which I could more effectively T 
expend my energies in combating Communism, but my first reaction to their 
information and theories was that this was way too far at the other end of 
the pendulum swing. On the basis that it is unfair to form an opinion with- 
out information, however, I did take all of their literature — including the 
Blue Book — and read it carefully. While it was comparable to a teetotaler 
taking a double shot of straight Scoth — it did make me wonder if they were 

right In the ir_ac.ausation®-^nd-metho.dS-* Si "Icw"'^ " ----- 

- — " J} 



In mentioning this organization to the president of the Oregon Congress of 
Parents and Teachers (I am also a member of the state Board of Managers of 
this group, and held a similar position in Kansas before we moved to Oregon), 
L-discpveired that at the recent Board of Managers meeting^of the National 
Congress of Parents and Teachers, a warning to beware ofHwia J$roup had been 
issued. I wrote to the National P.T.A. office and asked for the so^rcjf Sh^lo 

was sent co-p^aSt£Zmm i * 



their information about the John K. Birch Society, and 
Jack Mabley's column in the Chicago Daily News for July 25, 26, 
September 13 . 




JOHN R. BOE. M. D. 

PHYSICIAN ft SURGEON 

m®m^M& s m£m$g m tos n. e. savage 

grants Pass. Oregon phone gr 6-7747 



In these columns, Mr. Mabley denounces "a 302-page, black paperbound book 11 
written by Robert Welch (founder of the Society), titled, "The Politician. 11 
Mr* Mabley states that this book "accuses President Eisenhower of treason"... 
"flatly calls him a Communist, and for J02 pages attempts to document the 
charge." He further calls the book, "fantastic" and "incredible." In another 
column he quotes Welch as having written in the September Bulletin (which goes 
to all members of the Society): "Join you local PTA at the beginning of this 
school year, get your conservative friends to do likewise, and go to work to 
take it over." These columns are headed, "BARES SECRETS OF RED-HATERS," 
"STRANGE THREAT TO DEMOCRACY, "JOHN BIRCH OUT AFTER PTAs." 

.1 have written for copies of both* this September Bulletin and the 302-page 
book so that I can interpret Mr. Welch's statements, particularly concerning 
the PTAs, for myself; I have questioned everyone I knoitf who has heard of this 
Birch Society — including a man who ran an R & I check on Robert Welch and said he 
found nothing suspicious. Now I am asking you: is this an organisation that 
is in disfavor as far as your knowledge is concerned? I know it is in dis- 
favor with socialistically inclined liberals. But I -certainly would not want 
to champion an organization — or allign my thinking with it — if it were actually 
undermining the very tenets I am so stubbornly defending. 

There are further reasons for my confusion. 

Just three days ago our local paper printed a lengthy article based on your 
report, evidently just released, about the Communist exploitation and manipu- 
lation of youth and student groups throughout the world; in the* same issue was 
a full page announcement of the pamphlet, "Ideology and- Co-Existence, " printed 
by the Moral Re-Armament group, which we would be receiving in the mail — followed 
two days later by my receipt of it. 

All of these articles impress any thinking adult with the urgency for action. 
Because PTA has as its sole concern, so stated in its Objects, the welfare of 
children and youth, it should be vitally concerned in combating Communism; yet- 
if I stand up at our next Board meeting November 15th and tell our state congress 
that- perhaps they should investigate the charges against. .the-John^K..- Birch. -So.0iety_ 
before they dogmatically condemn it, I will undoubtedly be thought to be antago- 
nistic to the National PTA, if not worse.* 

When Mr. Welch speaks out, even though even in Jack Mabley 1 s words he is "an 
acknowledged, sincere and rabid anti-Communist," the press writes headlines 
like those quoted above — which imply that it is something disgraceful, even 
treasonous, to be against Communisml It almost makes one give credence to Mr. 
Welch 1 s statement that the press is controlled by Communists. 

Another example. In this morning's Qregonian , it is reported that four arrests 
have been made, on "political-criminal libel" indictments, of persons who are 
alleged to have issued handbills attacking Monroe Sweetland, Democratic candi- 
date for secretary of state, as being connected with various Socialist and 
Communist front organizations — which he denies. In reporting these arrests, 
the Oregonian states, "two of the seven" (indicted) ...are Louise Gronnert, long 
identified in Oregon as an anti-Communist leader and Claude G. Pike, religious 
leader who has campaigned against Communism over station KGON." 
* — notwithstanding the statement in the Moral Re-Armament pa&phlet that one 
dictate of the Communist party strategy for the U.S. is to put Communists "into 
yfr^yd^^j^^j^^^Kociations _:{Parent-Teacher Associations, etc.)". 
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The dilemma I am trying to outline is this: one of- the avowed techniques of 
Communist brainwashing is to make every man an island within himself — to make 
him distrust everyone; yet if a person accepts everyone 1 s actions without 
question and at face value, in good faith, I am sure that person is guilty of 
not recognizing some Communists — since they are so diabolically clever at 
presenting a very good face value! Then if one does speak out, and questions 
the motives and convictions of specific individuals, he is running the risk of 
being indicted for libel, -or at best being "considered a fanatic by those who 
say that "we mustn't allow our fear of Communism to cause us to listen to people 
who, in fighting Communism, will do more damage to our ideals and our 1 democracy 1 
and our wonderful American feeling of 'brotherhood 1 than would the Communists 
— -.themselves.."* ■ 

To further add to my confusion — in a way that, if it weren't so serious, would 
be hilarious! — I am also the President of the League of Women Voters of Grants 
Pass, an organization which I am told is infiltrated by Communists at the 
national level, 

J J Mo I am asking for help. In what way can a sincere and concerned individual 
y/ be of most help in fighting Communism? How can he be most effective? 

Being a devout Episcopalian, I have even discussed the religious aspects of this 
dilemma with our parish priest. Being the wife of a professional man in a small 
town, I am concerned with being effective and morally honest without being 
damaging to my family's welfare. But also, being the year old mother of two 
teen-aged daughters, I am soberly and vigilantly concerned over the future of 
this country. 

I do sincerely hope you will look upon this lengthy outpouring as being an ex- 
pression of the baffling confusion that exists in the minds of so many people 
today, and that you will be able to give some direction to our willing — but 
baffled — intent. 



Most earnestly, 

Mrs. John^K; • Boe 

11W 'N. -E. Beacon Drive 
Grants Pass, Oregon 



*--and then one wonders if these people, who in a sense actually promote 
Communism by making the task of. the anti-Communist more difficult, say 
such things with studied intent or through misguided ignorance. 
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Dear Mrs* 



! ALL I^^?iSSok CONTAINED \ 



Your letter dated November 4, I960, has 
been received and the interest which prompted 
your communication is indeed appreciated. 

In response to your inquiry * I must 
advise that the jurisdiction and responsibilities 
of the FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or comments concerning the character or integrity 
of any individual publication or organization. 
The FBI is strictly an investigative agency of 
the Federal Government and, as such, does not 
issue clearances or nonclearances. 
c* 

I have noted your kind comments and I 
*rust that the work of this Bureau will continue 
to merit your support. 

^ All patriotic Americans can aid the FBI 

&i carrying out its responsibilities in the internal 
Security field by promptly furnishing any information 
3e£ a subversive nature coming to their attention. 

In vi^w of your interest in the menace of 
communism, I am enclosing some material on this 
topic which you may like to read. 
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Sincerely yours, 
John Edgar, Hoover 
SEE NOTE ON mJ-W PAQE TVVO 
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NOTE ON YELLOW : 

Correspondent requests information 
concerning the John Birch Society and desires to 
make sure that it is not in any way connected 
with communism. She states "Please let us know 
how we can best help to keep the F.B.I, an 
effective force." She thanks the Director for his 
fight against the communist menace. Bufiles 
contain no identifiable data concerning correspondent. 

The John Birch Society and its founder 
Robert Welch have not been the subjects of an 
investigation by the Bureau. Welch and his 
organization have been very critical of 
President Eisenhower and his administration. 

62-104401 

The following items of literature were 
seiit to the correspondent: 

1. "What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

and Preserve America." 

2. Reprint from "FBI Law Enforcement 
Bulletin," March 1960, with "An 
Analysis of the 17th National Convention 
of the CP, USA." 

3. "Communist Illusion and Democratic 

Reality^" 

4. "One Nation's Response to Communism. " 

5. "America - Freedom's Champion." 
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November 4, 1960 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
P.B.I. 

Washington, D. C* 
Dear sir, 



o 



Recently I have become interested in the John Birch 
Society. I am wondering if you could give me any 
InTormation pertaining to the reliability of this 
group. It is my intention to give as much support 
and recruiting as I possibly can to some such organi- 
zation, therefore, I would like to be certain of the v 
intentions and loyalties of any group before joining/'. 

I have read The Blue Book , which seems to have a very 
positive program, and is of greatest interest to me, 
but perhaps you know of another organization which is 
doing more to combat Communism and the increasing Social 
ism in America. If so, I would appreciate, very much, 
any information you might give me. 

Thank you very much for any comments you might have 
on any portion of this book, or other information. 

Our thanks also for the personal fight you and your 
organization are making on the Communist menace in our 
country. Please let us know how we can best help to 
keep the F*.B'.I. an effective" force. 

Sincerely, 





Phoenix, Arizona 

REG-T.13 
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in response to your telegram november one seven, the 

fbi has not investigated group named. please do not 

consider this clearance or noncle arance « 

john edgar hoover, director 
Federal bureau of investigation 



JLL iRFfWMAT ION CONTAINED > 
HEREIN 13 UiCiJ^I^IED^^^ 



NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization 
with branches over the various parts of the country. This organization was 
founded by Robert Welch in Indianapolis, Indiana, in December, 1958. Our 
field offices have been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch as EEsr* head, 
Welch, indicated at one time that he thought a group having the appearance of 
a front organization might be effective in attracting" true subversives. 
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W BIA012 XV NCC COLLECT 



WOX BI WASHINGTON DC 18 1114AME 



LUFKIM TEXAS 

IN RESPONSE TO YOUR TELEGRAM NOVEMBER ONE SEVEN, THE 
FBI HAS NOT INVESTIGATED GROUP NAMED. PLEASE DO NOT 
CONSIDER THIS CLEARANCE OR NONCLEARANCE. 
JOHN EDGARD HOOVER DIRECTOR 

a 

FRXXX FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. 
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Amaruio, Texas 
Dear Mr . 



? .ATt i^W^ah* CONTAINED 



Your letter of November 8, 1960, has been 
received, and your interest in the welfare of our Nation is 
certainly understandable. 

Although I would like to be of assistance, the 
FBI has conducted no investigation regarding the organization 
about which you inquired, but this should not be construed as 
a clearance or nonclearance of this group by the FBI. 

In view of your interest, enclosed is some 
material dealing with the general subject of communism. 
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Sincerely yours, 

Sen Ifiga^ Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Enclosures (5) 
Director's 10-18-60 speech 

3-1-60 LEB Introduction & 17th National Convention 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Communi^ Vj^tfget- - Youth 

^OlBE: No record Bufiles identifiable^ with correspondent. The John 
"™ — ^ »ety was founded by Robert'Welch and is purported to be an 
s4^r v bup 0 We have conducted no investigation regarding 

TELETYPE UNIT 
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Amarillo, Texas 



Mr* J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Inves. 
Wa shingt on , D . C . 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am a young man deeply concerned about my country. It is my desire 
to do something beneficial in fighting communist influences. Recently, 

-. someone told me about -the " Jo^nBir ch- ^Society 11 ..and what -they- are., trying 

to do. It all sounds very good but I would like to be sure that this 
organization is headed by' the proper type of people. 

.b6 

hi' 

I would appreciate it if you would advise me of any information you 
might have on this group. 



Nov. 8, I960 




Yours very truly 





Amarillo, Tex as 
Dear Mr« 
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Your letter postmarked November 10, I960, 
has been received, and the interest which prompted you to 
write is appreciated. 
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Although I would like to be of service, this 
Bureau has conducted no investigation regarding the organi- 
zation about which you inquired, and I am unable to be of 
assistance to you. This should not, however, be construed 
as a clearance or nonclearance of this organization by the 
FBI, 

I am unable to offer a source where you may 
obtain the Information you are seeking. Enclosed is some 
material concerning the general subject of communism 
which may be of interest to you* 
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Sincerely yours, 

&a Edgar Hoover 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (6) 

One Nation's Response to Commuoism \>S kH 

Director's Speech before AmerPckn Legion Convention, 10/18/60 
3/60 LEB Introduction & 17th Convention CP USA 
Communist ttllusipn^arid Democratic J&dB3ktv 
Expose of Soviet Espionage yEdO WV*r biQW 
Communist Target — Youth 

NOTE: No record'Bufiles identifiable with correspondento The John 
Birch Society founded by Robert Welch is alleged to be an anticommunist 
^organization. We have conducted no investigation regarding them 0 
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Amarillo, Texas 
November 7, 1960 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation £S ™ F ?^™N CONTAINED 

Wa<*hin0+nn H C B^&iN i3 UNCLASSIFIED 

Washington, D. C. DATE^^ B^^^, 



RE: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 



This short letter of inquiry — from the stand point 
of personal interest — is very important. 

A group of local citizens have begun to organize chapters of 
the "John Birch Society" here. Some of my friends have been asked to 
join, and I have been solicited to join. I have written to the Catholic 
Freedom Foundation for informtn--They recommend that chapters be 
established in local areas — there chapters are designed to do "anti- 
subversive" work. 

When Sen. Goldwater visited Amarillo, some of those 
that are interested ask him if he knew of the Society. I am told he did 
know of it and approves of it. 

Lately, I have heard some adverse opinions of this 
society- -That is --in a manner that would make one actually resent 
the organization --doubt its motives & distrust its members. Will 
you — or one of your personnel — let me hear from you regarding this 
organization? Or, if you are not in a position to, or cannot let me 
know, will you tell me whenell might get information on its members 
(those who are organizing the society) 

If it can do what I am told it is designed to do, I am 
for it 100%- -but I need (as do some of my friends) some place to seek 
needed information before we get into some thing we might regret. 
If you need more information from here, let me know what it would 
be, other wise, may I hear from you before their meeting early in 
December. I should like to be in a position to make a decision at 
that time. 



'*! C\^i S . ^ | • Very Sincerly yours 

^ «V^1 f* . r — i 
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be 

b7C 



November 17, 1960 



h6 
hlC 



Midland, Texas 
Dear Mrs. 



\ ALL THFORMATTOW OBTAINED 1 
— - \ HEREIN IS ■ UW.CLASS5PIED 

Your letter of November 9, 1960, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, this 
Bureau has conducted no investigation regarding the organi- 
zation about which you inquired, and I am unable to be of 
assistance to you. This should not, however, be construed 
as a clearance or nonclearance of this organization by the 
FBI. hi view of your interest, enclosed is some material 
concerning the general subject of communism. 



NOV 18 1960 
mmm 



Enclosures (5) 



Sincerely yours, 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Directors speech 10-18-60, NCAL 
Communist Illusion & Democratic Reality 
3-60 LEB Introduction & 17th Convention 
0^g/il|^tic||J p S:8E^§g^ise to Communism 
Communist Target — Youth 
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NOTEs No record Bufiles identifiable:*^ h correspondent, ThaJ&hji_ 
O Birch Society was founded by Robert Welch pi Belmont, Massachusetts, 
^"^STIs^^Irporred to be an anticommunist organization. We have conducted 
tlon regarding it. ^ 




TELETYPE UNIT 



CZ1 




TRUE COPY 



J* : ■ - - 



Midland, Tex. 
Nov. 9, 1960. 



Dear Sirs: 

At the moment I am considering joining the 
John Birch Society. 

It is headed by one Robert Welch of Belmont, 
Mass. What I have seen of the literature seems to me to be 
perfectly all right. But several of my friends suspect this of 
being a subversive organization. 

Would you please let me know your own findings 
on this organization. 

Thank you - 



be 

b7C 



/s/ Mrs, 



ML' IWFOEtfvTICN CONTAINED % 
HEREIN 1st Ui'^CLA331i£?£Iiv 



November 17, i960 



\BED- g 



Miss 



be 

b7C 



Dear Miss 



date" 



your letter of November 12, I960, has been 



received. 

while I would like to be of service to you in 

connection ^■feKS^E SSSf 
the FBI is strictly ^'° v «'X e toS evaluations or 
Government iriu>* ^Sr or Integrity of any indl- 
comments regarding the cm '*\" . advise you, 
vldual, pubUcaUon or °^^°"-J e Soned tes not been 
however, that the °'8 a ^f"° n ^ 1 £ b„«iu but this should 

S £SM 5T3KS 5 Sit—. - - ™- 

ta view ol your concern ^"^""s, to you. 
» enclosing some material which may be ol Interest y 

Sincerely yours, 




MAILED 31 

NOV 171960 

COMM-FBI 



£e»#h e ire annua! Cogence Assertion ot 

™ Q f« nf Police in Washington, D.,-Ci , iu-d ou. TrinHrta.. 1C 




Tolson — 

Mohr 

Parsons . 
Belmont 
Callahan 
DeLoach 
Malone 
McGuire 
Rosen 
Tamm 

Trotter ?-y 

W.C Sullivan^l 
Tele i 

Ingra 

Gandy 



"chie^ ^«*L^OT 6a Ml^i Beach, Florida, 10-18-6C 
■^MttZZSZ tr^SreontenUon CP, W 
-M>- illusion and Democratic Reality ^ 




March 196U l^o inuuuut^i. - 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
Communist Target- - Youth 




jov^et^spionage 

■RLETYPE UNIT 



SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE. 



NOTEs Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent, sfrfc 
enclosed with hfer letter a slip of paper which appeared to be the masthead of 
•The Independent American^ " listing Kent Courtney as publisher and Phoebe 
Courtney as editor, Bufiles contain no identifiable data of a subversive or 
derogatory nature c&ncerning Kent Courtney or Phoebe Courtney 0 He is 
connected with "The Independent American^ M formerly known as "Free Men 
Speak. M The publication is allegedly dedicated to the defeat of socialist and 
communist influences and to promote the cause of individuals and organizations 
which believe that a political party based on constitutional states rights is the 
answer to socialism. Neither Courtney nor his publication has been 
investigated by the Bureau Q 

The John Birch Society was organized by Robert Welch in 
December ? 1958, at Indianapolis* Indiana* It is allegedly an anucommunist 
organization with branches in various parts of the country* SAC letter 60-5 
calls this organization to the attention of the field and instructs them that 
any information on their activities should be furnished to the Bureau* 
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November 12, 1960 



Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, Do. Co 



Gentlemen; 



ALL INFORMATION CONTABIED\ 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSJi^D^. ^ 



\wptlfMmjiA 



Last week I caught what I considered an extremely^.,, 
informative and intelligent radio speech by the Publisher 
of the IJJBEPE MDENT AMERICAN who solicited lis tenets _jto_^ 



Mr. ToIso£nML I 
Mr. Mohr.^S^3f 
Mr. ParsonsA^_„ \ 

Mr. Belmont j 

Mr. Call&han„.y£ 



Mr 
Mr 



Del 



wr i te 'him. for more l^c^SS^'tl oh • ' "Thi s I did 
I had a most cordial letter . fr< 



Mr< 



Malonc„ 

Mr. McGuire,, 

Mr. feosen__„IID 

Mr. Tamni . 

Mr. Trotter 

Mr. W.aSuliivan 
Tele. Room 



Mr. Ingram 




Publisher, acquainting me with the JOHF^BIRCH SOCIETY which 
he^infS^ed me was a 'national ne«rof^TMt 
organized citizen study groups who take political action©' 
The address of this organization was not given me in his 
letter but I have requested same© 

He also added « 'if you are interested in joining an 
ant i- communist study group I will- send you the name of their be 
national organizes 1 which I also requested© b?c 

As an American Citizen I am interested ih promoting 
the best interests of my country* but I want to make absolutely^ 
sure that all the above are dedicated to the same principles 
and not cover-ups for insidious groups «> «=» 

Your advise in this matter will be greatly appreciated 
Naturally any information I have herewith given you is 
confidential and I request that my name be kept out of &n^ 
investigations you may make in checking all the above ©_ "™ 

I await your reply* 





V^QV Chicago, III.' ^ , _<-^,. 



feRr /(b¥¥ 0) 




- K{NICOURi}(;Y. jt 

» COB, 

PHOEBE COURTNEY 

EDITOR ,' 



THE INDEPENDENT AMERICAN 



"' -(''DEFENDING the constitution 



i MWML CmZEH ACTION NEimm 



7314 ZIMPEL STREET 

NEW ORLEANS 16 

LOUISIANA 
• Telephone 

iff 

University M613 * 



PLAIN TEXT 



11-18-60 




v I- . 



TELEGRAM 





DEFERRED- COLLECT 



be 

b7C 




IN RESPONSE TO YOUR TELEGRAM NOVEMBER ONE EIGHT, THE FBI 
HAS NOT INVESTIGATED GROUP NAMED. PLEASE Dp NOT CONSIDER 
THIS CLEARANCE OR NONCLEARANCE* 



NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization 
with branches over the various parts of the country* This organization was 
founded by Robert Welch in Indianapolis, Indiana, in December, 1958, Our 
field offices have been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch as its head, 
Welch, indicated at one time that he thought a group having the appearance of 
a front organization might be effective in attracting true subversives. 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Fungal mwmm @f 

CSSUOUHIGATIOHS 8EGTI0D 





BIAOGi 1215A EST NOV 18 60 AA004 KA350 
KJnZPJ 10 NL PD WICHITA KANS 17 
EDGAR. HOOVER, FBI 
WASH DC-, 

IS JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY COMMUNIST DOMINATED? WIRE ANSWER COLLECT 



Mr. Malm? ** 

Mr. McGuire j 

Mr. Rosem 

Mr. Tnmm 

Mr. 'JV-tter 

Mr. W.C.Sullivan 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Ingram 

Miss Gandy , 



b6 
b7C 



WICHITA . 



all iMFORHAftB Contained' / J 

^Wi m UNCLASSIFIED '^,*Sr$ & ^ " 



0 



i 




.BEC-58 



November 21 , 1960 





Amarillo, Texas 



Dear Mr. 



ALL INFO 
HEREIN 'IS 



RMATION CO 



uw CONTAINED 
UNCLASSIFIED 




Your letter of November 15, I960, has 
been received, and the interest which prompted you to 
write is indeed appreciated. 



While I would like to be of assistance, the 
FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the Federal 
Government and as such does not make evaluations or 
comments concerning the character or integrity of any 
individual, publication or organization. I can advise you, 
however, that the organization you mentioned has not 
been the subject of an investigation by this Bureau, but 
this should not be construed as a clearance or nonclearan@e 
by the FBI, 



Sincerely yours, 

To Edgar Hooveg 



NOV Z 2 1960 

CQMMMFBf 




John Edgar Hoover 
Director 




<3J> 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. TheJ^hnJBirch 
Society was .organized by RoberrWelch in December, 1958, at ^ 
Indianapolis/ lnqiana^ rr It is allegedly an anticommumst organization 
with branches over various J^arts of the country. JS$$ letter 60-5 
calls this organization, to the attention of the f^D^Sknd instructs them 
that any info^mlattoi^qn^ their activities stoufiS be furnished to the 
Bureau. ^ .^S ^ ^ ^ 




MAIL ROOM 



TELETYPE UNIT 





November 15, 1960 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED. 
DATE \\^\y\ R^V^^^ - 

J . Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am interested in joining the John Birch Society in Amarillo, 
Texas. After checking into this organization locally, and from 
all outward appearances this society seems to be working for 
-^a good American cause. Please advise me as to the status of 
thijs organization, whether subversive or not, as I will not 
joinKuntil I have checked into its activities to the best of my 
ability. 




V7 



November 18, 1960 




Lemon Grove, California 



Dear 



'b6 

b7C 



Your letter postmarked November 9, IS$G, 
has been received, afld your generous comments are appreciated* 

Although I would like to be of service, this Bureau 
has conducted no investigation regarding the organization about 
which you inquired, and I am unable to be of assistance to you. 
This should not, however, be construed as a clearance or 
nonclearance of this organization by the FBI. In view of your 
interest, enclosed is some material concerning the general 
subject of communism* 



■X) 

m 

o 

o 

i 

m 



CD £ 



With regard to your inquiry pertaining to the reprW 
of the House Committee on Un-American Activities, may I suggest o 
that you correspond with this body at 225 Old House Office Building,? 
Washington 25, D. C. , in this respect. 



O 
3D 



a 
4 



NOV 2 ^ 1960 

• COMM-FBl 



So Edgar Hoovai} 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (5) 

Director's speech 10-18-60, NCAL 
One Nation's Response 4o Communism 
Communist Illusion te^mpcratic Reality 
3-1-60 LEB IhttSauCtiott ^,i7th':Conventipn 
Communist Target- -Youth 

Bufiles indicate a prior letter from correspondent dated 5-9-59 to 
eriQitn Friends Service Community, Pasadena, California, which was 





TELETYPE UNIT t I . 



it V * 



(NOTE continued next page) 



^ ■ : ■. \ 

■ '/ * . * ■ . ' • ■ b6 
';■ '■ ' b7C 




NOTE CONTINUED: acopy. This letter was not acknowledged 
as it was jjot addressed to us. The John Birch Society was founded 
by jfoberfivelch © f Belmont, Massachusetts, and is purported to 
be im aiit'icd M iMMst organization. We have conducted no investi- 
gation regarding it. 



Frnm the, study of 




I. 



Lemon Grove 0 Calif?" 



Telephone 



Noizember7, 1960 



Mr J Edgar Hoover , 
F.B.I, 

Washington, B.C. 



Dear Sir, 

There fell into my hands, from separate sources on almost the same 
day , the Blue Book of the JohrPBirch Spciety, Belmont 78, Mass (also their 
June bulletin) and a ,repriS KS o? w ^ s ^^e^^^ by staff members of the Committee 
on Un-American Activities with Dr F C Schwarz of Australia on May 29, 1957. 

The latter impresses me greatly but seems too long and too technical 
for general use* Has any brief synopsis pf this been issued and circulated? 

Book 

The Blue/mentioned has many good points but there are some things I 
cannot go along with; especially criticisms of Dulles, Herter, Esisenhpwer, 
Nixon and all of Foreign Aid, also the dicta tpr attitude of Robert Welch, 
Can you give me fuller details of this movement? 

I am a Friends Minister, retired, a pacifist (pax - facere) but most 
definitely not a passivist as some Quakers have become. I am against aetheist 
communism "with all iry heart T ~ ~~ ~" " ^ 

I am grateful for what you are doing; I have your book "Master of 
Deceit". 7 

GratefuMfcy yours, 



be 

b7C 




•ALL 





A/-" 




£/0 



te NOV M1960 




